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Homelessness 
 

 In 1996, just as the Celtic Tiger was beginning, there were 2,500 homeless people in 

Ireland; in 2008, just as the Celtic Tiger was finishing, there were over 5,000 homeless 

people in Ireland. Homeless people have never had much priority in our society. 
           

 Who are young homeless people today?   Some of those we work with are wonderful 

young people; some have gone on to Third Level education, others have completed 

apprenticeships, one is now working in Kuwait, another in Switzerland.  But others are 

carrying huge traumas from their childhood experiences of abuse, violence or extreme 

neglect.  Some take drugs to forget their childhood memories and to suppress the feelings 

associated with those memories.  Many, understandably, suffer depression and are, at times, 

suicidal.  As one young girl said so poetically before she died from a drug overdose: 

ñWouldnôt it be wonderful if you could run so fast that your memories couldnôt catch up.ò 
  

We provide a range of services to young homeless people, both male and female.  We 

have three hostels for young homeless people under the age of 18; we have two hostels for 

those over 18; we have a residential drug detox centre, in North County Dublin, in the middle 

of nowhere ï ideal for a detox centre!  We also have a drug-free aftercare hostel for those 

who have completed the detox, a residential drug stabilisation programme for those with a 

chronic drug problem, about ten apartments for those who will need long-term 

accommodation and care, and a drop-in centre, which just happens to also be my office! 
  

About three out of four of those we work with eventually settle down, secure their 

own independent accommodation and rear their family.  However, others donôt make it; I 

bury on average one young person a month, who has usually died from a drug overdose or 

suicide.  However, we hope that they can say, before they died, that someone cared ï maybe 

that is all that we can do for them, but maybe that is important. 
  

Our budget each year is 5 million euro, 60% of which we have to fundraise.  We are 

extremely grateful to those who support us and thereby give some homeless young people a 

new hope and a better future.        

Fr. Peter McVerry  SJ 

 

Fr McVerry will celebrate the 12.15pm Mass in St Maryôs this Sunday 29
th

 November 

for the launch of the Justice & Peace Giving Tree. 
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Pieta House Annual Carol Services  
will be held on the following dates          

Leixlip Parish of Our Ladyôs Nativity at 8pm 

Thursday 10th December 2009 

Lucan St Maryôs Parish Church at 7.30pm 

Thursday 17th December 2009 
Refreshments will be served following the services 

in the local Parish Centres. 
 

For the first time Pieta House will be selling their 

own Christmas Cards to raise funds for their vital 

work.  Check out your local shops and pharmacies 

or contact Pieta House 01-6010000. 
 

Christmas Cards  
In aid of Pieta House 
On sale in St. Maryôs Parish Centre 

1 Pack for ú6 ï 2 Packs for ú10 or 3 Packs for ú15. 

Pieta House ï The Centre for the Prevention of 

Self-Harm or Suicide. 

 
 

Art Appreciation -  Looking Behind 
Paintings 
Ever thought about what is going on beneath the 
surface of a painting? 

Come along on Thursday nights in St 

Maryôs Parish Centre 8 ï 9pm.        

No Charge 

 

Thank You 
We would like to thank óThe River Cafeô Lucan, 

for providing us with a wonderful location for our 

Benefit Night in aid of Breast Cancer. A great night 

was had by all, thank you. 

Michael & Deirdre. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had my fingerprints taken by Fiona Fogarty and 

Laura Hynes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gyroscopic Precession and Angular Momentum 
was demonstrated by Kate Banks and Sorcha 

Dunne.  

 
 

LUCAN FAMILY DAY Celebration 
MUSIC, DANCE and FOOD FROM DIFFERENT 

CORNERS OF THE WORLD. 
 

Date: On Saturday 28th of November 2009 

Time: From 1pm - 5pm 

Venue: St. Andrews Parish Hall, St Andrews 

Church, Main Street, Lucan Village.  
 

Activities on the day include: 

 Face Painting  

 Children's Entertainment  

 Spanish Music and Dance  

 African music and Dance  

 Children's Fashion show  

 Story Telling and Irish Myths  

 Irish Music and Dance  

 International Food  

 Hair Braiding  

Information stands: Local Employment Service 

Obair, MABS, Citizens Information Service, An 

Garda Siochana. Everybody is welcome. Free 
Admission.For more information, contact Lucy at 

CPLN Area Partnership, 01-4508748, 087-

2958456, email: lpeprah@cpln.ie.  

 

Carols by Candleligh t  
Lucan Methodist Church Christmas 2009 

Thursday 10th December at 8 pm. 

Followed by Coffee and Mince Pies. 

 

St. Andrew's Church of Ireland, Lucan 
Limited Draw ð 2,000 Tickets - û25 each 

1
st
 Prize 2010 VW Polo taxed for one year  

(no cash alternative) 

2
nd

 Prize ú1,000 cash 

3
rd

 Prize ú500 cash. 
 

Draw will take place on Sunday 27th December 

2009, at 3pm, in the Church of Ireland Parish 

Centre, Lucan. 
 

We have started a refurbishment programme on 

the windows and door in the church and wish 

to continue the work on the gutters, roof, 
chancel and grounds. 
 

Buy a Raffle Ticket for yourself, or as a 

Birthday or Christmas Present for a friend! 
 

Contact Helen in the Parish Office  
Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm, at 6240976 

or any of the following: 

John Adams 087-2248123 

Jenny McGrath 087-6296661 

Helen Ryan 085-7263885 

The Garda Survivors Support 
Association 

Presents 

An Evening of Seasonal  
Music and Song 

Featuring 

Fiona Murphy ï Mezzo Soprano 

In Concert with  

The Band of the Garda Siochana 
 

Westmanstown Sports & Conference Centre 

Thursday 10
th

 December 2009, at 8pm  
 

Wine & Mince Pie Reception during interval. 
 

Tickets ú25 available from: 

Margaret Dixon 086-8451949 

Michael & Eileen Griffin 086-8704365 

Breda Hand 086-8281651 

 



Lucan Garda Station 
Tel: 01-6667300 
 

The All Souls month:  

Look after your own soul this 

cold month. Follow these tips to staying safe: 

 Defog/de-ice your windscreens properly 
before driving your vehicle. 

 Take care when out walking ï avoid fallen 

leaves and ice. 

 Drive slowly through flood-waters. 
 

We express our deepest sympathies to the family 

and friends of the late Joan O'Flynn. 

 

New Community Support Programme    
Are you an adult with a learning 

difficulty? Would you like to become 

more involved in your local community 

at evenings and weekends? A new 

programme delivering one-to-one 

support for adults with learning 

difficulties is now available in North-Kildare and 

the surrounding areas. The Dara Community 

Support Programme provides tailored support to 

people who are not currently affiliated with any 
special service and who wish to develop an 

independent social life. Funded by HSE. Now open 

for referrals. For more info, please contact Bob 

McCormack on 01 627 1484. 

 

Lucan Tidy Towns 
Lucan Tidy Towns Committee members wish to 

express our sorrow at the passing of Joan O'Flynn. 

Joan's interest in and commitment to our 

community here in Lucan has been an 

inspiration to us.  
We have been privileged in knowing her.  

We want to extend our sympathy to Ewan and 

family.  
 

Esker Friends of the Elderly 
Our Christmas Party will be held on Friday 4th 

December at 6.30pm in Lucan Sarsfields GAA 

Club. 

Looking forward to seeing al lour members there. 

Wishing Betty and Ann a speedy recovery. 

Therese Malone. 

 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th November are our 

Annual Church Gate collections in Lucan this year. 

Please give as generously as possible, so that we 

can continue to train volunteers and support our 

Lifeboat crews in their efforts to save lives at sea. 

Train one, save many. 

Hilary Poole, Hon. Treasurer, Lucan Area. 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Listening to Lucan Talk on Tuesday evening 

before the foot tapping Speakeasy I heard an 

unmistakable Christmas melody drifting over the 

airwaves, I don't normally approve of Christmas in 

November but taken by surprise it did make me 
think of what Christmas 2009 has in store for us all 

and for Liffey Sound 96.4fm listeners.  Just putting 

all the boys and girls of Lucan on red alert as 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm will once again have a BIG 

RED BOOK for Santa's requests in the studio, in 

fact Padraig is busy preparing the shelf by the 

phone (6219425 or text 087 0627138) for listing 

those requests, of course you can email your 

messages as well to studio@liffeysoundfm.ie for 

Santa has promised to drop into Liffey Sound fm 

studio on Christmas Eve.  I just hope the book that 

Padraig gets is big enough!!!!!  
 

Just to remind you all that Mrs G will be bringing 

you mouth-watering recipes for Christmas, so if 

Mums & Dads, Hosts or Hostesses have any 

queries on Christmas cooking just email them to 

info@liffeysoundfm.ie and we'll get her advice on 

air.  Sunday 6 December is our next date with Mrs 

G.    
 

Doc on One this Sunday @ 8pm is  "Death in 

Kerry: the story behind The Field by John B 

Keane", courtesy of RTE. 
 

I.C.A. Notes 
Tues Dec 1

st: Crafts 10am ï 12 

noon. 

Wed Dec 2
nd: Business 

meeting 8pm. 

Fri Dec 4
th
: Senior Citizens Social, 11am. 

Hostesses: Phil Burchael, Marie O'Sulligan and 

Freda Comerford. 
 

A very big thank you to our International Officers 

who gave a wonderful entertaining and informative 

talk on their trip to China and organised some tasty 

food for us. The hall looked fantastic. 
 

President and Members extend sincere sympathy 

tot her husband and family, and colleagues of Joan 

O'Flynn R.I.P. We will miss her lovely writing. 
 

Get Well Wishes to Doris O'Donohue form all of 
us. 

Congratulations to new Granny, Eileen Carrigan 

and to second time Granny, Pauline Bligh. 

 

Friedreichs Ataxia Society 
Wishes to thank Paul Heneghan who completed the 

Dublin City Marathon in 2 hours, 56 minutes in aid 

of the society. The Heneghan and Kelleher families 

wish to thank all who contributed. ú2,125 was 

collected. 

mailto:studio@liffeysoundfm.ie
mailto:info@liffeysoundfm.ie


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Praying in Hope 

As part of our Parish Preparation for Advent we 

will be incorporating Morning Prayer into our 

weekday Masses during Advent. Missals will be 

provided so that you can join in this beautiful 

prayer of the Church. 
 

Date for your Diary 

Triduum of Hope 

Fr. Frank Keevans, a Passionist Priest from Mount 

Argus will lead a Triduum of Hope at St. Maryôs 

from 21st to 23rd December. Further details to 

follow. 
 

Welcome Group 

Rosters for December, January and February are 

now ready for collection in the Sacristy. 
 

Ministers of the Eucharist 
Please collect your Minister Rota in the Sacristy 

28th / 29th. 
 

Ministers of the Word - Emmaus Retreat 

Centre: 

Donôt forget the day of reflection on Saturday 5th 

December 2009, at the Emmaus Retreat Centre, 

Swords. Those taking part should meet, as advised, 

at the church car park at 9.15am for a 9.30am 

departure for the Emmaus Retreat Centre. It is 

expected that the day of reflection will conclude by 

4.30pm. 
The roster for Ministers of the Word for 

December 2009 and January and February 2010 is 

now available for collection in the sacristy for 

those who do not receive it by e-mail.  
 

Christian Meditation  

ñCome to me all you who labour and I will give 

you restò. The call to meditate every day of our 

lives is simply the call to take the words of Jesus 

seriously. We take them seriously when by turning 

to his presence in our hearts every morning and 

every evening of our lives as our first  
responsibility. From óThe Present Christô by John 

Main OSB.  Every Tuesday at 8pm. All welcome!   

Sr Geraldine Ph. 6217158 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  

We meet at the Parish Centre on the Second 

Monday of each Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also  
Fourth Thursday of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 

Sr. Geraldine 6217158. Parish Centre 6217041. 

 

St. Maryôs Prayer Group 

The members of St. Maryôs Prayer Group will be 

attending Life in the Spirit Seminar in Leixlip R.C. 

Church every Wednesday night, to Dec 2nd.   

Any queries ï Ring Brigid 6281686. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Announcing a New Talent Trek 
The talent scene is not confined to X-factor or the 
All Ireland Show! 

Schools are signing up to participate in a unique 

TALENT TREK, which will be launched on 

Sunday 6th Dec. At the 12.15 Mass in St. Maryôs. 

So far eight schools from as wide as spread as 

Swords, Celbridge, Palmerstown, and most of the 

local schools, are on board. More news about this 

next week. 

 

Medjugorje 2010 
29th April to 7th May. Spiritual Director. 

ú499.  Phone Pat or Phil at 6281436 / 087-
2238911. 

Fr McVerry 
Will celebrate the 12.15pm Mass 

In St Maryôs 

This Sunday 29th November 
for the launch of the 

Justice & Peace Giving Tree. 

St. Maryõs 
Justice & Peace  

Christmas Fair  
 

Crafts from Bethlehem  
Arts & Crafts  

Greeting Cards  
Toys  

Stained Glass  
Fair Trade  

Raffle, Mince Pies  
 

All proceeds go to our 

Giving Tree Charities 

Peter McVerry Trust 

Presentation Srôs in Zimbabwe 

 

This Sunday 29
th

 November after all 

Masses 

 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/


St Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/ Adamstown  
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

St. Patrickôs Junior Choir Call for New 

Members 
St. Patrickôs Esker has launched a new junior choir 

(1st to 6th class).  

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights 6.30 to 7.10 

p.m. in St. Patrickôs Church Esker. 
 

Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15 
 

The Legion of Mary  
Meet every Friday 7.30 to 9 p.m. in the Pastoral 

Centre. 

 

St Patrick's Parish 

Pastoral Council is running 

a WordOnWeb On-Line 

faith formation programme. 

It is an Interactive faith 

development programme in 

3 modules; the theme is 

What is a Gospel. 
  

It will be held in St John the Evangelist School, 

Adamstown at 8pm sharp on Wednesdays 2nd Dec 
and 9th Dec. Refreshments will be served before 

the programmes start. The programme is open to 

all people and churches. 
  

The format of the programme is as follows 
  

 View a WOW Presentation for 30 minutes  

 Discuss the WOW presentation for 30 

minutes  

 Join Presenters and other groups in a live 

teleconferenced Q&A session for 30 

minutes. 
 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2010. 

Following are details of Pilgrimage to Lourdes for  

August 11th - 16th. (5 nights) 

ú699 (all inclusive). 

Agena Hotel (3 mins from Grotto) Full Board. 

Deposit required to secure place....ú100. 

Single Room supplement...ú30.per night. 

(Joe Walsh Tours. License No.T.O.052) 

Unfortunately, due to Parish commitments, Fr.John 

Hasset will be unable to accompany us on this 

Pilgrimage, so Fr. Tom Early has once again 
agreed to be Pilgrimage Spiritual Director. 

For any further information, Phone 6240510. 

Oliver and Breeda Meyler. 

 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 
Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am 
 

Baptism 
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday 2
nd

 December at 7.30 pm.  

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community: 

Cian Becker 

Tadhg Brophy 

Jason Crosby 

Cillian Dunne 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

Confirmation  

The next Mass in Preparation for Confirmation 

2010 is on Sunday 6th December at 12 oôclock.  

All candidates and their parents are invited to 

attend. 
 

Carol Service 

A Christmas Carol Service will take place here in 
the Church on Wed 16th December at 7pm. Choirs 

from all three Lucan parishes will take part. Please 

come along and share this spiritual preparation for 

Christmas.  
 

Advent Candles 
For use in the home are available from 

the Parish Office. Cost ú8 (per set of 6).  
 

FAREWELL &  WELCOME  

We say goodbye this week to Fr Matthew & Fr 

Paul who have been helping in the parish for the 
last 3 years while serving the Indian / Syro-

Malabar community in the Diocese. They are re-

locating to Ailesbury in Tallaght. We thank them 

for their service here and wish them well in their 

new home. 
 

Also this week we officially welcome Fr Francis 

Oladipo who will be working part-time in the 

parish while studying at Mater Dei Institute. 
 

Religion Classes 

Griffeen Valley Educate Together School will take 
enrolments for religion classes for Senior Infants 

on Wed 2nd Dec @ 3.15pm. Classes begin in 

January.  

 

Word-on-Web A new Faith Development 

Programme is beginning shortly, full details from 

www.wordonweb.org 

http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.wordonweb.org/


Just a few more days to 

vote for local journalism 

student!  Tina Brescanu, 

from Adamstown 

has been short-listed 

in a European 
Commission óCrisis 

Correspondent ï Reporting 

from Ugandaô Competition. In order for her to get 

to the next stage, people must vote for her at 

www.crisiscorrespondent.ie !!!  
 

Congratulations to the Kenny 's Pub who are 

celebrating 40 years in Lucan this weekend. We 

hear there are lots of activities on the go. Hard 

to believe it's that long since Paddy Kenny and 

family arrived here! 
 

Good Luck to Scoil Mhuire, Dodsboro, on their 
production of The Lion King  this coming week. 

Really looking forward to the show!!! 
 

Residents in Woodview and Airlie Heights have 

asked us to remind people dropping off and 

collecting children from the nearby school, to take 

care not to block individual driveways. We gather 

the entire area is very congested around school 

times.  
 

We know it's getting closer and 

closer to the big day, but we are 
sticking to a tradition in Lucan 

Newsletter ï that Santa will not 

appear in our publication until after 

1st of December ï so he should be 

around for next week's issue!!! 
 

Credit Union Calendar ï We've just received a 

copy of next year's calendar, and believe me the 

pictures are stunning. They're sure to brighten up 

your day! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Did you knowé. 
The first company to use a 

bar code was Wrigley's 

Gum! 

 

 

 

A duck's quack doesn't echo, and no 

one knows why! 
 

 

 

Walt Disney was afraid of 

mice 

 

Bon Voyage  
to  

Tom, Jen, Rebecca,  

Emma, Katie, Caoimhe  

and Shane Cummins, 

 who are off this week,  

to make a new life for  

themselves down under!  

 

From all your family and friends.  

 
Donôt forget to check out 

www.lucannewsletter.ie  

to see your  

Birthday Greetings! 

Christmas Concert  
Featuring 

Lucan Concert Band  

and Flutastic  
 

Sunday 6
th

 December at 8 pm 

Springfield Hotel, Leixlip  

Tickets ú10 Adults 

ú5 Children 

Available at the door on the night. 

 

More information email: 

lucanconcertband@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Fr. Peter McVerry  will launch his 

Christmas Carol Concert  
Sunday 6

th
 December 

St. Patrickôs Cathedral 

Commencing at 7.30pm 
 

Hosted by Mary Kennedy 
 

Featuring 

The Guinness Choir, Dolce Choir, 

Julie Feeney and String Quartets 4 U. 
 

Tickets: ú25. Special rates for Students, 

unwaged & senior citizens. 
 

Tel: 01-8230776 
or email: fundraising@pmvtrust.ie 

to book tickets. 
 

All proceeds for homeless people 
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