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Joan O'Flynn 1941 ð 2009 
 

The unexpected death of our good friend and colleague, Joan O'Flynn, 
has left us in a state of shock and great sadness.  
 

A native of Naas, she first came to Lucan in 1958 having secured a job 

for that year, as Junior Assistant Mistress in the Girls Primary School. 

Ten years later she would return, and settle in Esker Lawns, this time 

with a husband and three children in tow. One particular memory she 
often spoke of as a new Lucanian, was sitting on the Griffeen Wall, 

and admiring the china bull in the window of Carroll's Butchers, just 

across the road. The quirkiest of things stuck in her mind, and like all 
good writers, in latter years, she was able to develop stories and poems 

around many of the old memories and experiences.  
 

She made an enormous contribution to Treasures of Lucan, and also to our two earlier editions on 

local history. As a member of Lucan Writer's Group, her short story 'Love Affair with Lucan' was 

included in County Lines, and further contributions were included in Caught in Amber. In recent 
years, she has also had fiction published in Ireland's Own.  
 

Her talent was in her clever way with words; she never failed to convey the sense of occasion on any 

matter whether humorous or sad.  She regularly wrote the Editorial for Lucan Newsletter, her most 

recent one being for the 8
th
 of November issue ï in hindsight, a very poignant article. 

 

Since settling in Lucan, Joan acquired a further three children ï real Lucanians! She sat on the Board 
of Management for Lucan BNS, was involved with Lucan Dramatic Society, and Lucan Sarsfields 

Scór productions. Many will know her from her Bridge playing days. She also played an active part 

on various parish groups, and for some years was a representative on the Religious Press Association. 
 

Joan joined the Newsletter team in 1980 ï leading to 29 years of friendship during which, we've 

grown older together, laughed and cried together, lost some other great friends along the way, but 
made many new ones.  
 

It would be true to say that our 'archives' contain a treasure chest brimming with the most wonderful 

memories of fun and laughter, and a little sadness here and there. We'll sift through them every now 

and then, when in need of comfort! 
 

To her husband Ewan, daughter Maureen, sons Ronan, Darren, Owen, Killian and Ian, and her fifteen 
grandchildren, we extend our deepest sympathy, and pray for God to comfort them at this time. 
 

Lucan Newsletter Team 

 

LUCAN
N E W S L E T T E R

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


The Irish Red Cross Lucan Branch 
The Irish Red Cross Lucan Branch will be holding 

their Senior Citizens Christmas Party on the 5th 

Dec 2009, in the Luca Spa Hotel please note 

change of venue. 

If you are 66 year of age or older and not on our 
mailing list and would like to attend please contact 

Mary Cullen on 087616830 or 6245076. (After 

6.30 pm). 
 

Lucan Drama 
Thanks to all who attended the performances of 

'Honour' in the Spa Hotel on 10th, 11th, 12th of 
November. It was a great success and very well 

supported. We hope you enjoyed the play. We are 

as always extremely grateful to those who donated 

spot prizes and the local shops who displayed our 

posters and photographs. Asincere thanks also to 

the Management and Staff of the Spa Hotel who 

support us and encourage us in every way possible. 
 

We hope to see you all again on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
 December 

for the 2 One Act plays, Spa Hotel, 'The Bear' by 

Anton Chekhov, directed by Joe Brady, The Cat 
and the Moon by W.B.Yeats, directed by Lulu 

Reynolds. More about these plays next week 
 

Condolences to Ewan O Flynn and family on the 

sudden death of Joan. The O Flynn family have 

always been strong supporters of Lucan Drama. 

Joan was a talented actress and accomplished 

scriptwriter and used her talents always for the 

benefit of others. We will all miss you terribly. 
 

Condolences also to the Carwood Family on 

the untimely death of John. The Carwood family 
have also been strong supporters of drama. John 

attended and enjoyed several plays over the years. 

Ar dheis De go raibh a n-anam. 

 

 

Muintir na Tire 
Meeting Monday 23rd November. 

One person from each group using 

the hall, please attend.     P.B. 

 

 

Lucan Active Retirement Association 
Our dancing is now finished for this season and we 

are starting Whist again. Anyone interested in 

playing Whist, come along form 1.30pm to 2.30pm 

every Thursday till 10th December. 

Our club will be closing on the 10th December, 

with a party in the hall. Our outing to dinner and 

the panto on the 2nd January 2010 is now fully 

booked. 

Fran Farrell (Sec).  

Dodsboro Residents Association 
Our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of 

those recently deceased ïJoan O'Flynn of the 

Newsletter, a kind and helpful lady. May she rest in 

peace. 

Mary Dempsey (nee Byrne), a daughter of the late 
Dinny and Nora Byrne, of Dodsboro. May she rest 

in peace. 

Also Andy Flanagan, Airlie Heights. May he rest 

in peace. 
 

Our tickets for the Xmas raffle are going well. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Get well soon to all who are sick at home or in 

hospital. 

Paddy Clerkin. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Pieta House Annual Carol Services  
will be held on the following dates          

Leixlip Parish of Our Ladyôs Nativity at 8pm 

Thursday 10th December 2009 

Lucan St Maryôs Parish Church at 7.30pm 

Thursday 17th December 2009 

Refreshments will be served following the services 

in the local Parish Centres. 
 

For the first time Pieta House will be selling their 

own Christmas Cards to raise funds for their vital 

work.  Check out your local shops and pharmacies 

or contact Pieta House 01-6010000. 
 

 

Art Appreciation  -  Looking Behind Paintings 
Ever thought about what is going on beneath the 
surface of a painting? 

Come along on Thursday nights in St Maryôs 

Parish Centre 8 ï 9pm.       No Charge 

The Garda Survivors Support 
Association 

Presents 

An Evening of Seasonal  
Music and Song 

Featuring 

Fiona Murphy ï Mezzo Soprano 

In Concert with  

The Band of the Garda Siochana 
 

Westmanstown Sports & Conference 

Centre 

Thursday 10
th

 December 2009, at 8pm  
 

Wine & Mince Pie Reception during interval. 
 

Tickets ú25 available from: 

Margaret Dixon 086-8451949 

Michael & Eileen Griffin 086-8704365 

Breda Hand 086-8281651 

 



Lucan Planning Council 
We were all saddened to hear of the unexpected 

death of Joan O'Flynn whose editorials and birdie 

column in Lucan Newsletter was a 'must read' 

every week. Her unselfish contribution to this 

community was immense. With her passing, Lucan 
has lost one of its greatest servants.  
 

To her husband Ewan, her family and her 

colleagues in Lucan Newsletter, we in L.P.C. offer 

our sincere condolences. 

May she rest in peace.  
 

 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
The start of any radio programme or 

piece of writing is very important, it 
is what grabs the imagination and 

attentiveness of the reader or listener.  

Joan O'Flynn, colleague and friend to 

one and all in Liffey Sound 96.4fm, mastered and 

perfected this art to such a degree that we, her 

readers and listeners, hung on her every word.  
 

I first met Joan in Liffey Sound fm when Liffey 

Sound didnôt have its frequency; it just had 

volunteers committed to a community radio station 

for Lucan.  Joan was there too from Day 1 of 

broadcasting, she presented ñIn the Palm of His 
handò on Sunday afternoons in my absence (Maria 

Murphy), she was first guest on Padraig 

McGarrigleôs ñCounty Soundsò and also on ñThe 

Sunday Scrapbookò with Niamh Bagnell , Joan 

with Mary, Rose & Anna from Lucan Newsletter 

visited ñThe Womanôs Hourò, and what an hour 

that was, a gem in broadcasting.   
 

She was Joan to Joe ñDarbyò Byrne, who together 

on Friday ós Lucan Beat regaled us with what the 

week ahead had in store.  Then there was that 

unmissible quartet on Wednesdayôs Lucan Today, 
Colm, Declan, Joan & Maria who discussed, 

deciphered and debated the news of the day, their 

four viewpoints converging not necessarily in 

agreement but more in hope that the way forward 

would emerge and be as strong as the bond of 

respect for others opinions that drew this 4 

together.   
 

This strength of purpose made them and their 

colleagues in Liffey Sound 96.4fm ensure that 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm is Community Radio at its 

best.  
 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Ewan & 

family and to Joanôs grandson and our colleague 

Ryan, on Joanôs death. N² beidh a leith®id ann ar²s. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Guides of Ireland 
Meetings on Mondays, 6.30 ï 8 pm in St 

Thomasô National School, Esker.  Girls 

aged from 10 years welcome to join any 

Monday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you 
to all those who have sent cards, emails, and 

tributes to Lucan Newsletter, on the death of our 

friend and colleague, Joan. Thank you also to those 

who called to our office, to express their sympathy. 
 

The messages are too numerous to print, but all 

have been read and are very much appreciated. We 

will pass them on to her family. 
 

The above poem, written in 2003, was one of the 

many poems penned by Joan, who was particularly 

fond of the sea and nature in general. 
 

 

 
 Thank You to Mr. Brennan's 5

th
 Class, in Scoil Aine Naofa for raising the sum of ú130, 

from a bake sale in aid of Temple Street Hospital. 

 

Sailing 
 

By Joan O'Flynn 
 

Itôs a sure sign summerôs drifted 

When you see that boats are lifted, 
And the moorings bob alone out in the bay. 

And the days that youôve been spending, 

Thinking they were never ending 
Have got shorter, 

and their warmth has slipped away. 
 

I almost feel like crying ï 

Itôs a little bit like dying 
When the seasonôs run its course 

And winterôs here. 

I can only know the sorrow 

And hope a new tomorrow 
Will bring something 

That will take away the fear. 
 

With each year that passes by 

I heave a deeper sigh 
As I realise how precious are the days 

When, with friends, we sail together 

Take advantage of the weather, 

Check the tide, 
And laugh as we are drenched with spray. 

 

When the season comes again 

Will we tighten up the Main, 

Hoist the Jib, 
And raise the anchor from the deep? 

Or will some of us have gone? 

Will our presence linger on 

When we sail into the everlasting sleep? 
 



Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation  

ñAwake Sleeper, rise from the dead and Christ will 

shine upon youò, (Eph 5:14).  

To awaken is to open our eyes and we open them, 

as St. Benedict said, óto the divining lightô. What 

we see transforms what we are.  

Each time we meditate we take a step further into 
this wakefulness, this state of being in light. And 

the more fully we integrate the basic Christian 

experience into our ordinary daily life the more 

deeply wakeful we become. To meditate is to put 

an end to dullness, to fear, and above all to 

pettinessô. From óThe Present Christô by John Main 

OSB. Every Tuesday at 8pm. 

All welcome!   

Sr Geraldine Ph. 6217158 

 

Ministers of the Word:    
The roster for Ministers of the Word for December 

2009 and January and February 2010 is now 

available for collection in the sacristy for those 

who do not receive it by e-mail.  

 

Emmaus Retreat Centre: 

Donôt forget the day of reflection on Saturday 5
th

 

December 2009, at the Emmaus Retreat Centre, 

Swords. www.emmauscentre.ie.   The day will 

offer the opportunity for some quiet time out in a 

very busy and noisy world and will be directed by 

Sr. Vera Magee and Br. Pat Madigan, part of the 
Emmaus Centre team.  It will include a special 

service of dedication for those involved in the 

Ministry of the Word in St. Maryôs.    

 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  

We meet at the Parish Centre on the Second 

Monday of each Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also  

Fourth Thursday of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 
Sr. Geraldine 6217158 

Parish Centre 6217041. 

 
 

St. Maryôs Prayer Group 

The members of St. Maryôs Prayer Group will be 

attending Life in the Spirit Seminar in Leixlip R.C. 

Church every Wednesday night, to Dec 2nd.   

Any queries ï Ring Brigid 6281686. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

St. Patrickôs Junior Choir Call for New 

Members 

St. Patrickôs Esker has launched a new junior choir 

(1st to 6th class).  

Currently the choir is participating in the First 

Communion Programme called  

ñDo This in Memoryò and will sing on the 

following Sundays at the 10.30 a.m. Mass  

22nd November 

13th December 

24th January 

14th February 

7th March  

1st April  

18th April  

6th June. 

This initiative will also provide music theory 

lessons free of charge to all members to associated 

board standard.  

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights 6.30 to 7.10 

p.m. in St. Patrickôs Church Esker. 

 

Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15 
 

The Legion of Mary  
Meet every Friday 7.30 to 9 p.m. in the Pastoral 

Centre. 

 

Annual Pre-Christmas Art  
& Crafts Sale 
 

In aid of the Justice & Peace Christmas Tree 

charities will take place in St. Maryôs Parish 

Centre on Sunday 29th November after 

morning Masses. 

A limited number of tables are available for 

talented and industrious people who would 

like to sell their produce.  

To reserve a table please telephone 6281511 

or 6280480, or leave your name and telephone 

number with the secretary, Parish Centre. 

 

 

Fr McVerry 
Will celebrate the 12.15pm Mass 

In St Maryôs 

Next Sunday 29th November 
for the launch of the 

Justice & Peace Giving Tree. 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.eemauscentre.ie/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/


St Patrick's Parish 

Pastoral Council is running 

a WordOnWeb On-Line 

faith formation programme, 

for three weeks.  It is an 

Interactive faith 
development programme in 

3 modules; the theme is What is a Gospel. 
  

It will be held in St John the Evangelist School, 

Adamstown at 8pm sharp on Wednesdays 25th 

Nov. 2nd Dec and 9th Dec. Refreshments will be 

served before the programmes start. The 

programme is open to all people and churches. 
  

 

The format of the programme is as follows 
  

 View a WOW Presentation for 30 minutes  

 Discuss the WOW presentation for 30 

minutes  

 Join Presenters and other groups in a live 

teleconferenced Q&A session for 30 

minutes. 

 
 

If you are Sick and/or housebound  
and would like to receive Holy Communion on 

First Fridays and each Sunday, please telephone 

the parish office at 6281018 (Mon-Fri 10 ï 1 pm) 

and we will be happy to make arrangements for 

you. 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am 
 

Baptism 
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday 2nd December at 7.30 pm.  
 

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community: 

Jayden Harford 

Jasleen Kelly 

Easher Kelly. 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 

 

Confirmation  

The next Mass in Preparation for Confirmation 

2010 is on Sunday 6th December at 12 oôclock.  
All candidates and their parents are invited to 

attend. 

Carol Service 

A Christmas Carol Service will take place in the 

Church on Wednesday 16th 

December at 7pm. Choirs from all 

three Lucan parishes will take 

part. Please come along and share 
this spiritual preparation for Christmas. 

 

Advent Candles 

For use in the home are available from 

the Parish Office. Cost ú8 (per set of 6).  

 

Sick & Homebound 

Minister of the Eucharist would be happy to bring 

Holy Communion o the sick and homebound. 

Contact Fr. Donal or Parish Sisters. 

 

Word-on-Web 
A new Faith Development Programme is beginning 

shortly, full details from www.wordonweb.org 

 

Irish Catholic  

The Irish Catholic Newspaper is on sale.  

Price ú1.30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Knock Vigil 7/8 Dec. 2009 
 

 Leaving from lay-by outside girlsô school on 
Monday 7th at 6pm sharp.  We will arrive in 

Knock at approx. 9.39pm. High Tea can be 

arranged at ú8 per person.  Immediately after 

the Vigil Mass at 5am, breakfast can be 

arranged at ú6 per person.  Meals are optional 

but must be paid for at the time of booking.  

The coach fare is ú20.  Pilgrims wishing to 

travel should complete this form and return it 

with appropriate money to either of the 

undersigned as soon as possible. 
 
Name ééééééééééééééééé. 
 
Ph. No. éééééééééééééééé.. 
 
Address éééééééééééééééé.. 
 
éééééééééééééééééééé. 

 
I wish to travel to Knock and enclose herewith: 
 
Coach Fare ú20 ééééé.. 
 

Evening Meal ú8 ééééé 
 

Breakfast ú6 ééééééé 
 
Return to:  Mrs K Toolan, 88 Lucan Heights. Tel: 
6280035 or Phil Colgan, Bohola, 35 Ardeevin Ave. 

Tel: 6281436 

 

http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.wordonweb.org/

