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Every crisis is an opportunity 
 

President John F. Kennedy once noted that when written in 

Chinese the word crisis consisted of two characters, one represents 

danger and the other opportunity. There is indeed a truth in the 

statement that within every crisis there is opportunity, crisis arise 

when there are unexpected difficulties. It is how we respond to 

crisis that determines the future. 
 

The present pandemic has undoubtedly created a crisis. This crisis permeates all aspects of our lives and 

creates circumstances that are both difficult and challenging.  Economic concerns threaten the income and 

livelihoods of thousands of our fellow citizens and the uncertainty of the future leaves us all more than a little 

worried.  We can only hope and pray that those in political power can navigate us safely through these 

dangerous waters. 
 

The Christian churches throughout the world find themselves deeply affected by the ongoing limitations on 

public gatherings. Church buildings built to house large congregations have fallen silent.  Gathering is at the 
heart of Christian worship – what the bible calls fellowship – a being together with one another to praise and 

worship God, and this cannot happen at present.  
 

The churches have responded in some innovative and creative ways.  Webcams have come into their own and 

churches from Malin to Mizen are now online on the world-wide-web.  Zoom meetings and online chat 

rooms have emerged as creative ways of keeping parishioners in touch.  Bible classes are available on 

YouTube and prayer meetings are happening on facebook and other social media.   
 

The times we are in mean that we have to be innovate and be creative. The old adage ‘Necessity is the mother 

of invention’ has seen a new inventiveness emerge.  We need to do some serious reflection as parish 

communities as to how best we can respond to the challenge of the current crisis.  Nice as it is to have daily 

Mass from our churches it’s a passive participation on the part of those who tune in, we need to utilise 

interactive technologies to engage with one another in a way that fosters participation and dialogue.   
 

Do you have any ideas as to how we might turn the present crisis into an opportunity? Can you think of 

innovative ways we can meet the challenge of the times? The awful thing about the current situation is that 

there is no end in sight. There is no guarantee that ‘normality’ will return in the foreseeable future and that is 

a scary prospect.  
 

When the Lord sent the twelve out into the world with the commission to spread the good news it seemed an 

impossible task. They had no printing presses, no mass media, travel was difficult and dangerous and from a 
human standpoint their chances of success were virtually non-existent, and yet….. they succeeded in meeting 

the challenges, and so can we. 
 

Ideas please to frphilipcurran@lucanparish.com 

Philip Curran 

St. Mary’s Lucan 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/
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Lucan Citizens Information Centre  
www.citizensinformation.ie 
 

The CIC office is closed for 

personal callers until further 

notice. 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, you can find 

comprehensive integrated information online at 

citizensinformation.ie/covid19/ and you can get 
daily updates on what’s changed on Twitter at 

@citizensinfo. You can also get information and 

advice from: The Citizens Information Phone 

Service: Call 0761 07 4000, Monday to Friday, 

9am – 8pm. 
 

Our national call back service: Visit 

citizensinformation.ie/callback to request a phone 

call from an information officer. A limited 

number of appointments are being made in 

Citizens Information Centres offices where social 

distancing can be facilitated. 
 

You can ring 0761 07 5000 and leave a message, 

and an information officer will return your call, or 

you can email Ballyfermot@citinfo.ie and an 

information officer will reply to your email. 

 
MABS - Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
If you’re behind in your mortgage payments, you 
may be worried about losing your home. 

Talk to your lender. If you can’t - talk to MABS. 

MABS now has a dedicated confidential, free, and 
independent mortgage arrears service. 

MABS is a one-stop-shop for mortgage debt advice 
and referral. 

No matter what your situation is, MABS will help 
you work out the next steps. 

Take control of what happens next. 

Call MABS today on 0761 07 2000 for independent 

information, advice and referral. 
 

FLAC - Free Legal Advice Clinics  
Need legal help? 
FLAC is an independent, voluntary organisation that 
helps people to understand and access their legal 

rights. FLAC's aim is to promote equal access to 
justice for everybody.  FLAC offers some basic 

legal assistance for free and in confidence, as well as 
campaigning on some priority areas of law. 
 

However, FLAC cannot and does not attempt to 
substitute for state-funded legal aid services external 

link. (You can learn more about the state civil legal 
aid service from our FLACsheet.) Organisations that 

are looking for legal help can talk to our PILA 
project external link (this is not for individuals). 
 

Note that our head office on Dorset Street is not a 

drop-in centre and we cannot answer queries there. 
 

You can get legal help from FLAC Telephone 
Advice Clinics. As our face to face clinics are 

currently shut due to the Covid-19 pandemic, FLAC 
have organised phone legal advice clinics in 

response to the urgent need for legal advice. This is 
limited service and we will be aiming to provide 10 

clinics a week for urgent legal queries. 
 

Since the Covid-19 outbreak FLAC has hosted a 
number of remote phone clinics with volunteer 

lawyers in the areas of family law, immigration law, 
employment law and general law. 
 

This service is a free confidential service that 
provides first stop, basic legal information, advice 

and referral and is delivered by FLAC volunteer 
lawyers. Appointments will be made on a needs and 

availability basis. 
 

Please contact our Telephone Information line for 
more information on 01-8745690 or 1890 350 250. 

Our phoneline staff will direct you to the services 
you need. 

FLAC also has online information on 
www.flac.ie/help/online/ 

 
 

What is a support bubble, and can I be part of one? 
A support bubble is when an isolated person from 

one household has close contact with one other 
household. In a support bubble, also called a paired 

household, the 2 households can meet indoors, even 
though they do not live together. This is described as 

an extended household. 
There are special rules about who can form a 

support bubble.  
You can only form a support bubble if you: 

Live alone. 
Live alone with children under the age of 18. 

Share parenting or custody arrangements. 
Live with an adult you provide care for. 

Live by yourself and have a carer or carers who 
support you, including a live-in carer. 

Remember that support bubbles can only include 2 
households.  
 

This means that you cannot: 

Have close contact with anyone else outside your 
bubble 
 

Join a bubble if the other household is already in a 
bubble with someone else 
 

Be in multiple support bubbles 
 

You can travel outside of your 5km radius to meet 
with your support bubble. However, you should try 

to form a bubble within your 5km radius, where 
possible. If someone in your support bubble gets 

symptoms of COVID-19, they must self-isolate 
immediately and phone a GP for advice. You can 

find a GP in your area through the HSE website. 
 

Read more about what to do if someone in your 

bubble gets COVID-19 on gov.ie 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
http://www.flac.ie/help/online/


Welcome to new 

volunteer Joe Mahon, 

Joe presents "Legally 

Speaking" on 

Wednesdays at 7pm. 

Join Joe for an hour of everything law, legal 

news, interesting cases from history and your 

questions answered. The programme is repeated 

on Sundays at 3pm.  
 

Stay safe & well, the Liffey Sound team. 
 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie or catch up on Facebook 
 

Liffey Sound 96.4FM- Lucan's Community 

Radio Station!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paint Club – live online paint class 
Wednesday 4th November 7pm 
 

This interactive live painting class takes place via 

Zoom. All materials required are provided in a 

handy starter kit. No experience is required as you 

will be shown in easy step by step instructions 

how to go from blank canvas to finished 

masterpiece! 
 

Please note, art packs will be delivered to 

participants in advance of the class. Deliveries 

can only be made within the South Dublin area, 

please do not sign up for this class if you are 

outside the South Dublin electoral area. 
 

Booking can be made via the link below: 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/paintclub-lucan-art-

for-over-55s-tickets-126532693693 

 

 

 

There is no App for Happiness 

For happiness comes from within 

It needs no plug or internet 

Just a big smile and a grin. 
 

mgm 

PLEASE NOTE:  
We are NOT operating from the Newsletter 

Office at the moment, but leave your ads, 
queries or notices in the letter box at St. Mary’s 

Parish Centre, before 10pm on Wednesday 

night, and we’ll collect and look after them.  
 

Alternately email any of the following: 

marylucannewsletter@gmail.com 

annalucannewsletter@gmail.com 

roselucannewsletter@gmail.com 

catherinelucannewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palmerstown Camera Club  

The Club invites all adults to our 

friendly, educational and 

entertaining club meetings on 

Wednesday nights. We normally 

meet in the Palmerstown Parish 

Centre but due to Covid-19 

restrictions we currently use Zoom to run our 

meetings so it will be easy for you to attend.   
 

Our club members range from Learners to 

Advanced and there is opportunity for everyone 

to participate. To visit, free of charge, for one or 
two meetings, and to see how you can benefit 

contact pccmemberssecre09@gmail.com for more 

information and for the Zoom link.  

See you on Wednesday nights. 

Birthday Greetings 
 

Wishing Patricia Grace  

a happy 60th Birthday  
 

lots of love  

Alan and Ross 

 

 

St Mary’s  
Friday Photography Soirée  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th (Virtual) Exhibition of Photographs 
 

Now on view at 

www.lucanparish.com 
 

Go to the site’s home page  

and scroll down 

 

http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/paintclub-lucan-art-for-over-55s-tickets-126532693693
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/paintclub-lucan-art-for-over-55s-tickets-126532693693
mailto:marylucannewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:annalucannewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:roselucannewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:catherinelucannewsletter@gmail.com


Parish Notes 
 

 

St Mary’s, Lucan 
www.lucanparish.com 
 

Masses will be available on the webcam at 

www.lucanparish.com 

 

Monday to Saturday: 10am 

Vigil Mass Saturday: 6.30pm and Sunday: 11am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

November Altar List of the Dead: 

Envelopes for the November Altar List 

of the Dead are available in the main church 

porch.  Envelopes may be returned in the  

letterbox of the parish centre or  

in the sacristy. 
 

Private Prayer:    

The church will be open daily from 10.30am to 

6pm – Monday to Saturday (funerals 

permitting) and noon to 6pm on Sundays for 

private prayer.  Please ensure social distancing 
when visiting the church and use hand sanitizers 

provided when entering and leaving. 

 
 

 

 

Divine Mercy, Lucan South 
www.lucansouthparish.net 

 

All Masses will be livestreamed only  on 

www.lucansouthparish.net 

 

Sunday Masses:  

Saturday Vigil 6.30pm,  

Sunday 10:30am and 12.15pm  

 

Weekday Mass:   

Monday to Friday 9:15am 

Saturday 10am.   
 

Private Prayer:   

While the Church is not open to parishioners for 

Mass, the Faustina Chapel is open for private 

prayer from 10am to 12 noon Monday to 

Friday. 

Please remember to sanitise your hands when you 

enter and wear a face covering if you would like 

to visit the Church so it can remain a safe space 

for everyone. 
 

 

St. Patrick’s 
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown 
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

 

All Masses will be livestreamed only during 

level 3 measures on www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

Sunday Masses:  

Vigil Saturday 7pm, 9am 10.30am Family Mass 

and 12 noon.   

 

Weekday Masses:   

Masses on Tuesdays and Fridays at 10am. 
 

View the following on  www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

Mass Readings for the week 

Morning Prayer – Lauds 

Evening Prayer – Vespers 

Take five at 10 – Reflections –Weekdays: 10am 

Taizé – Watch and Pray 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
COVID-19 Support Line for Older People 
ALONE manage a national support line and 

additional supports for older people who have 

concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the 

outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). 

Professional staff are available to answer queries 

and give advice and reassurance where necessary. 

The support line is open seven days a week, 

8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024. 

 

To date, the ALONE COVID-19 Support Line 

has received in excess of 34,111 calls for support 
from vulnerable older people all over the country 

who need support, advice, or sometimes just 

reassurance. 

Annual Mass of Remembrance 
 

You are invited to join us via webcam  

On  www.lucanparish.com 
 

Wednesday 11th November at 7.30pm. 
 

Light a candle in your own home  

while partaking in this Mass. 
 

http://www.lucanparish.com/
http://www.lucanparish.com/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.lucanparish.com/


 
Brothers Eoghan and Conor with their cousin 

Cian set off for Halloween Day at school last 

Friday.  

Cian looks delighted with himself for this 1st 

Halloween in big school at St Thomas’s  

 

 

HARD WORDS EXPLAINED  
ATTITUDE: When I saw the dog eat Billy’s 

school cap I was glad it wasn’t my attitude. 
 

AMMONIA: Tommy’s mum offered me a lift 
from school but ammonia short way from home. 
 

PROPOGATE: Dad knocked down the old fence 

and then he put up a propergate. 
 

BENIGN: It’s my birthday next week and I’ll 

benign. 
 

CENTIMETRE: My auntie arrived last  night 

and I was centimetre at the station. 
 

GRUESOME: After it rained our grass got long, 

then it gruesome more. 
 

ASBESTOS: My maths homework may not have 

been perfect, but it was asbestos I could do. 
 

EFFICIENT: When my dad is hungry he likes an 

efficient chips supper. 
 

FESTIVAL: I have homework to do tonight  but 

festival I’m going to watch Man. Utd on TV. 
 

AVOIDABLE: When you go into a field of cattle 

always take care to avoidable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Isn’t nature just beautiful – a tree at the 

roundabout at Laraghcon, one of the many in this 

lush countryside of ours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 21st Birthday 
 

to our beautiful granddaughter 
 

Ashleigh 
 

On 31st October 
 

Lots of love from Granny and Granddad 

Chubb 

Medjugorje Mass On line 
 

Monday 9th November at 6.30 pm 

Rosary at 6.00 pm 
 

Celebrant Fr. Philip Bradley 

 

www.Lucanparish.com 

or 

Marian Pilgrimages facebook 

 

7.30 pm Marian Pilgrimages  

Prayer Meeting 

 

http://www.lucanparish.com/


Acknowledgement 

 

ARGUE (GERRY) R.I.P.  

9th April 2020  
Beech Park. 

 

Mary, Sarah, Ruth and Luke wish to thank all our 

wonderful family, neighbours and friends for their 

ongoing support throughout Gerry’s illness and 

when he died in our loving care.  

 

A special word of thanks to Fr. Philip Curran who 
gave Gerry the last rites and together with Mary 

Conlon arranged prayers in our cul de sac which 

we were very grateful for. 

 

Thanks to David Lombard GP, Geraldine 

Gallagher, community nurse and Karen, hospice 

nurse, for their kindness and professionalism. 

 

To all who sent Mass and sympathy cards, letters, 

text messages, flowers and food – all very much 

appreciated.  
 

Thank you. 

Mary Argue and family 

 
Anniversaries  
 

COLCLOUGH (MARY) 

18th Anniversary – 31st October  
In loving memory of Mary.   

May the winds of heaven blow softly  

And whisper in your ear 

How much we love and miss you  

And wish that you were still here 

We will always love and remember you 

Rest in peace. 

Your loving husband, Paddy, children, Miriam, 

Greg, Michael, Colm, Catherine, Patrick, 

grandchildren, daughters-in-law and son-in-law 

  

 
KILDUFF (MARY) 

18th Anniversary  
Chapel Hill. 
In loving memory of our dear mother, Mary, 

R.I.P. 

Silent thoughts of times together 

Hold memories that last forever. 

Remembered by all the family 

Anniversaries  

 

O’NEILL (DICK) 

10th Anniversary and Birthday 

Remembrance  
Late of Cannonbrook. 

Cherished memories of a loving husband, father 

and grandfather. 

Greatly missed by your wife Mary, daughter 

Sinead and sons Michael and Anthony 

 

 

 

 

 

Society for Old Lucan (SOL)  
SOL is the local history 

group for Lucan; open to 

everyone. Free to join - email 

OldLucan@gmail.com. 

Facebook group; “Society for 

Old Lucan (SOL)” & 

Twitter: @Soc4OldLucan.  

 

Sol 2021 Calendars and Mounted Prints  
for Sale 
Paul Butler has been organising a members’ 

photographic project to pick calendar entries for 

2021. Paul has designed the SOL 2021 Calendar 

and it has been selling quickly already. Photos 
include ones from Audi Murray, Bill Maher, 

Kevin Naughton, Michael Scanlon, Lorraine 

Kelly, Rachel Touhy (Handley), Jonathan Cully 

and Paul Butler. The calendar price is €10 each 

and can be ordered through the form below: 

https://forms.gle/QynKAtr6BEuPTApn9. Queries 

for P&P costs to any location worldwide can be 

dealt with via this form, and we’ll get in touch 

with you to let you know the total cost of any 

order. Paul has also created a series of 4 beautiful 

mounted photographic prints of Lucan scenes, 
(images in the link above or view them here 

https://bit.ly/3obcxkp ) from the locations of: 

• St. Finian's Medieval Church. 

• Gate House Lodge, Lucan House. 

• Lucan Bridge and Weir. 

• The Weir at sunset. 
 

Prints are €15 each. keyrings are €3 each, or 2 for 

€5. The calendars, mounted prints and keyrings 

all make great local Christmas gifts that help 

support our voluntary work.  If you have any 

queries, please contact us at our email: 

OLDLUCAN@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:OldLucan@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FQynKAtr6BEuPTApn9%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2u95j2I3OgdZ85SMVQ-KNm1msYiRUwHLsZPi__wAsoWy1ohEf1NmK9sD0&h=AT2eEIyfxz2cYqfIQX8vLbKO1CKRqTrs7u6haBu4qm25VsJO1wTurgMvafWejo87O5REzWyfXIZgQHzDIPRRwvZ2Ny7DE8nWd2tHsAwFAqEsLVbc1pUSj4uIAeKBHQdklA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0SuWjTMEOe91c2XIKi8KydPDedORLFL_-SjvjQtD5QMsirykApPo8faS0YLxw2v6s_6-R8dgq-ODcXWzA7YvpPGmd6ETyPh-Mbd5XqF5JR-NhC7MjbYXQQO3tbRF0ePuax-zF7PkmNMRSyD3db-Le1alYLczF2wOOMu9bCk4Bk43U8iSl0HsPgpuAgfQHmCjkjuw
https://bit.ly/3obcxkp
mailto:OLDLUCAN@gmail.com


Halloween won’t be the 

same, but we can still make a 

Halloween for the kids!  

It’s not all about dressing up 

in fancy costumes and trick or 

treating. Who remembers the 

apple on a string with the kids 

taking turns to get a bite, or 

the apple bobbing up and down in a basin of 
water? Granted, kids these days are not as 

impressed with an apple as they might have been 

50 or 60 years ago, but you get the idea!  

There’s the spooky stories as well – they could 

have the best Halloween ever! 

 

Little Spooks …….  Despite all the doom and 

gloom around, all the schools and pre-schools 

gave little people a big lift, allowing them (and 

teachers), to dress up in their halloween costumes 

on Friday last! 

 

 

We spotted some brilliant decorations in all the 

estates – us adults are having a great time 

admiring them! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A ghostly ballerina in the Paddocks! 

 
Blue Moon and Red Mars for Halloween!  

The first of two October full moons fell on 

October 1, and the second one, for most of the 

world, falls October 31 (Halloween). 

The second of two full moons in a single calendar 

month is called a Blue Moon.  

On this Halloween, bright red 

Mars, now just past its closest 

approach to Earth in two years, 

will appear in the sky near the full 

moon. 
The only thing is – a Blue Moon is not really 

blue, and Mars won’t really look red in colour, 

but should be big and bright enough to spot. 

 

Changing landscape: No wonder the people in 

the Hermitage Park area are concerned with a 

recent planning application at the Foxhunter – 20 

storey high building! If it was the 1st of April, we 

might have a laugh at it! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 5th Birthday 
to  

Seán and Tadhg 

On 31st October 
 

With tonnes of love  

from all your family  

x o x o x o 



Lucan Planning Council 
We were shocked to learn that a Planning 

Application has been made to South Dublin Co. 

Council for a major development at The 

Foxhunter site including a 22 storey apartment 

block.  The impact such a development would 

have on the immediate area could be devastating.  
 

Some years back L.P.C. joined with local 
residents in successfully opposing on two 

occasions applications for much smaller 

developments on the same site.  L.P.C. will again 

be supporting the local community with a strong 

submissions opposing this outrageous planning 

application.  We would also encourage all who 

share our concern for the future development of 

Lucan to do likewise.  The Planning Reg. No. is 

SD20A0259 and a fee of €20 is applicable. 
 

Due to Covid 19 pandemic, L.P.C. has been 

unable to hold committee meetings.  While there 
have been very few planning issues in recent 

times that required action by L.P.C. we continue 

to be available if needed.  We are still awaiting a 

decision on the 2nd application for 4 blocks of 

apartments at Chapel Hill, Lucan, which would 

greatly impact on residents in Lucan Heights.  

We had made submissions supporting residents 

who opposed the development. 
 

Joe Byrne 

Lucan Planning Council  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Foxhunter Planning Application 
 

SD20A/0259 15-Oct-2020  
Permission New Application 

Applicant: Fox Connect Ltd. 

Location: Lands adjacent to Foxhunter 

Pub, Ballydowd, Lucan, Co. Dublin 

 
Proposed Development:  

(a) Formation of a new vehicular, cycle and 

pedestrian entrance off Hermitage Gardens to the 

west of the site and two pedestrian/cycle 

entrances to the north of the site off the N4;  
 

(b) construction of a semi-basemen/full basement 

car park for 97 cars, bin and bicycle storage and 

plantrooms, with two-way access ramp;  
 

(c) construction of a 1.2m high (approximately) 

raised podium over the car park area;  
 

(d) a four-storey above podium apartment block 

containing 15 apartments;  
 

(e) a three-storey apartment block (A) containing 

21 apartments and a 15.12sq.m substation at 

ground floor;  
 

(f) a three-storey apartment block (B) containing 

21 apartments;  
 

(g) a twenty storey above podium apartment 

building containing 104 apartments, entrance 

lobby, communal facilities including work 

stations, meeting rooms, laundry and office and 

external podium level terrace;  
 

(h) 328 bicycle parking places dispersed 

throughout, underground rainwater retention 

tanks; hard and soft landscaping, including 
planted communal gardens and play areas; 

pedestrian and cycle access/egress only will be 

retained off the N4; the mix of the apartments 

will be as follows: 37 studio apartments, 42 1-

bed apartments, 8 2-bedroom (3 person) 

apartments, 70 2-bedroom (4 person) 

apartments, 4 3-bed apartments; total number of 

apartments proposed is 161; 67% of the 

apartments will be dual aspect and all will have 

balconies or private open space; all buildings 

will have roof plantrooms, green roofs and 
photovoltaic panels. 
 

Direct Marketing:Direct Marketing - NO 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

South Dublin Co. Co. on Dumping 
Household Waste Collection Services are operating and Civic Amenity sites  

are open.  

If you witness dumping contact 014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie 

 

mailto:014149000/wasteregulation@sdublincoco.ie


 

St Joseph’s College 
 

Joey’s TY Tidy Towns 

On Monday, 19th October, our TY Tidy Towns group 

were delighted to welcome local Landscape Designer  

and past-pupil, Sandra Cosgrove, to St. Joseph’s 

               College.  
 

The students are setting 

out to create a 

memorial garden in 

memory of Sr. Rosario 

Collier, who passed 

away on 29th September 

2020. Inspired by Sr. 
Rosario’s love and 

dedication to the school 

and planting pots and 

flowers, the student 

would like to create a 

‘Rosie’s Garden’, as 

part of their Tidy 

Towns initiative this 

year. We are delighted 

to have Sandra on 

board to assist the girls                      Sandra Cosgrove with members of Joey’s TY Tidy Towns Group 
and look forward to great things to come! 

 

                  _____________________________ 

 

 

 

Bottler was in charge at Scoil 

Mhuire on Friday last as Tadhg 

made his way into school! 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sorry to say 

that our libraries are 

currently closed.  

 

We are still offering our 

Library at Home 

deliveries for those cocooning, so get in touch and 

we will organise the rest.  

 

Phone: 01 6216422 

Email: lucan@sdublincoco.ie 

 

 

mailto:lucan@sdublincoco.ie


November –  
For better or 
worse 
“No sun, no moon, no morn, no noon,  

No dawn, no dusk, no proper time of day;  

No sky, no earthly view, no distance looking blue, 

No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no 

birds…November!” 

Thomas Hood in his poem “November” paints a 

gloomy picture of the end of autumn. He lived in 

London in the first half of the 19th century. 

London had many industries. Smoke combined 

with fog, together with decreasing daylight gave 

him this pessimistic view of the month. Thomas 
Hood was a poet, author and humourist. The 

weather in November isn’t always unpleasant but 

the poet exaggerated his description with a wry 

sense of humour. With our central heating and 

other modern comforts we tend not to notice the 

weather as much as people who lived in previous 

times. To put things into perspective, at Casement 

Aerdrome the average maximum temperature is 

10C in November. The winter months of 

December, January and February are colder with 

an average maximum temperature of 8C. 
 

Looking Back in Time 

Sahara Dust (1979) 

On November 29 1979 

many people in Ireland 

woke up to find a red or 

yellow dust covering their 

cars. It was carried by a 

very mild southerly airflow coming from the 

Sahara Desert. It was a widespread occurrence as 

parts of Britain and Europe were also affected. 

The fine particles of sand got caught in rain 

droplets in clouds, falling to the ground when it 
rained. The Irish Times of November 30 reported 

car wash owners doing a brisk business. The 

newspaper also stated that in Spain things were 

more serious. Their four 

largest cities were on the 

brink of an air pollution 

emergency with a stagnant 

layer of air hanging over 

them. On November 28 The 

Daily Telegraph reported that 

“the evening sky turned 
bright pink, then mauve, deepening into purple 

over a large area of the Southeast of England and 

East Anglia. The causes of this event were a cloud 

of dust high in the atmosphere interacting with 

layers of cloud just after sunset. On the morning 

of November 29 I remember seeing what I 

thought was a lot of dirt on our car in Hillcrest. 

We were blessed with a yellow variety! News 

reports during the day informed us that it was 

Sahara dust. The weather was very mild at the 

time and that day the temperature at Dublin 

Airport reached 17C.  
 

Malta versus Ireland (1989) 

On November 15, 1989 Ireland’s soccer team 

were due to play Malta away from home. 
Expectations were high that they would win and 

thereby qualify for The World Cup in Italy in 

1990. However, the weather chose not to play 

ball! On November 14 Irish supporters were due 

to fly out for the game. A large anticyclone was 

situated over Western Europe, extending its 

influence over Britain and Ireland. At Dublin 

Airport there was fog with a maximum 

temperature of 11C. Flights could not take off and 

it seemed that supporters might be stranded at 

home. Accommodation was found for them at a 

Dublin hotel. Two fans were interviewed on TV 
and although acknowledging their comfortable 

surroundings all they really wanted was to get to 

Malta. Thankfully conditions improved the next 

day and they were able to travel. Malta by two 

goals to nil and qualified for the World Cup. John 

Aldridge scored both goals. The rest is history.  
 

Meanwhile down in Kerry 

An interesting aside to all of this was that Kerry 
residents experienced warm, sunny conditions on 

November 14, in complete contrast to the foggy 

Dublin weather. A warm south-easterly airflow 

was blowing at Valentia Island weather station. It 

came around the edge of the anticyclone and a 

temperature of almost 20C occurred at Valentia. 

This is equivalent to the temperature of a good 

summer’s day at that location. Slack winds 

associated with the anticyclone (high pressure) 

caused fog to linger at Dublin Airport. Valentia, 

with a breeze from a warm direction was able to 
enjoy the best of the weather that day.  
 

November a Harbinger? 

Very cold weather in November cannot generally 

be taken as a harbinger of bad winter weather to 

come. A very notable exception to this was 

November was followed by a December with 

some extremely low temperatures. This old 

weather saying sums up the more normal 

situation: 

“If November ice will hold a duck, 

there’ll be nothing after but sludge and 
muck”. 
 

And finally, familiar lines: 

“Dull November brings the blast, 

Then the leaves are whirling fast”.         

D.T.  



The Cake 
I would consider myself a reasonably 

good cook. A long time ago, when 

dinner parties were all the rage, I 

decided to enrol in what was called a 

Cordon Bleu cookery course. I went 
every week and learned to cook the 

most sumptuous dishes with wonderful names 

like “paupiette de boeuf”, “veal cordon bleu! 

“Lobster linguine”, and soups from scratch, even 

going as far as making my own stock. 
 

I was never that interested in desserts; I always 

said that nothing finished off a meal better than 

ice cream. If I want to be honest, my granny 

disillusioned me on my ability to make sponge 

cakes when I was a young, impressionable 

teenager. I remember helping her to make bread 
each day, she made three large rounds of bread: 

one wholemeal, one 

soda bread, and one 

with currants. I was 

good at kneading 

bread and loved 

helping. At the 

weekend, Granny 

sometimes make sponge cake for the Sunday tea. 

I wanted to learn to do this and begged to be 

allowed to fold in the flour. Well, I got my 
chance, and fold it I did with great gusto. I can 

still hear her voice saying, “You’ll never make a 

good sponge; you are too heavy handed”. Just 

stick to making bread”. So for years I never even 

attempted to make a sponge cake; I either bought 

one or got my sister, who, unlike me, didn’t have 

a heavy hand, to make one for me. 

 

 

Last Christmas, one of my daughters gave me a 

present of a Nigella Lawson cookery book. I put it 

up on the kitchen shelf with all the other cookery 

books collected over the years and forgot all 

about it. One of my grandsons has a birthday in 

February and one day when I was talking to him 

on the phone, I asked him if there was anything 

special that he would like for his birthday.            

 “I would love if you could make me a big 
birthday cake with marshmallows, melted 

chocolate, and Maltesers on top”. “Of course I 

will”, I replied, “If that’s what you want”. You 

know how there are times when you should say 

no but instead your mouth says yes! Well, this 

was one of those times. 
 

When I hung up the phone, I went out to the 

kitchen, climbed on a stool, and pulled down the 

Nigella cookery book. I sat down with the kitchen 

goddess’s book to see if there was any cake in it 

that I might have a go at.  
I found it, Nigella’s all-in-one chocolate sponge; 

this was one where I put all the ingredients into a 

bowl, take the electric-mixer and beat the lot 

together. She said it was non-fail; anyone could 

make it. I loved her that night – I believed her 

when she said that her husband, really was a pig 

and I also believed I could make my grandson his 

birthday cake.  
 

I made the wonderful all-in-one birthday cake, 

had great fun decorating it to his specific 
instructions, and presented it to him on his 

birthday. I have made many more cakes since 

with lemon icing, chocolate icing, and one with 

walnuts and coffee. I still love Nigella – she has 

given me the right to say, “I’ll make the birthday 

cake; how would you like it decorated?” 

 

Lillian Harris  

(from the book Pen to Paper- 

Lucan Creative Writers Group, 

published in 2015). 

 
      _______________ 
 
 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
This photo from our archives 

reminds us of the happy 

Halloween Parties we enjoyed 
over the years. 
 

We all is sour social mornings, 

outings and lunches. 
 

Take care everyone and stay 
safe! 
 



Cllr. Emer Higgins – Fine Gael 
Ph. 01 4013416 emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie 
78 The Orchard, Lucan, Co. Dublin  
Foxhunter Site: A planning application 

(SD20A/0259) for a 20 storey block of 160 

apartments has been lodged at the Foxhunter Site 

and the plans are now live on sdcc.ie. I believe 

there are three serious issues with this proposed 

development and will be outlining them in my 

submission: The site; The height of the proposed 

development; The plans for developing Lucan; 
Previous reasons for refusals on this site. 

Site: This site it is not zoned for residential 

purposes. Thanks to a motion back in 2015 by the 

then Cllr. William Lavelle, residential 

development is explicitly ‘not permitted’ on this 

specific site. Height: The dwellings nearby, for 

example in Hermitage and other adjacent 

residential areas, are all two-storey in height and 

there is a general restriction limiting 

developments in this area to two-storey’s in the 

County Development Plan.  

 
Shane Moynihan – Fianna Fáil 
Email: smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie  

Ph: 087 7840898. Facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan  
Twitter: @shanemoynihan 
 Instagram:cllrshanemoynihan  

Foxhunter site development: Thanks to 

residents and other public representatives for 

joining me at my online meeting on Tuesday 

evening to discuss the proposed development at 

the Foxhunter site. Lots of energy was evident 

throughout the evening - people are ready for the 

challenge ahead. Submissions will be accepted 

until the 18th November. If you would like advice 
on making a submission, or to view the 

documents shared at the meeting, please contact 

me. 

Collection of leaves: South Dublin County 

Council has advised that bags will not be 

provided for the collection of leaves this year. 

Residents are encouraged to use their own clear 

sacks for the collection of leaves which will be 

collected by the council’s contractor Oxigen. 

Contact the Public Realm on 4149000 to arrange 

collection or feel free to get in touch with me. 

 
Gino Kenny TD- People Before Profit  
Phone: 01-6183816. Email: gino.kenny@oir.ie  

20-storey apartment block on Foxhunter Pub site Fox 
Connect Ltd, owned by property developers Patrick 

McKillen Jr and Matt Ryan, has submitted an 

application to build 161 apartments on the site at 
the Foxhunter Pub. The application includes 2 

three-story blocks and a 20-storey tower block. 

The lands are currently zoned for Retail/ 

Warehousing with Residential development not 

permitted on the site. 

The vehicular entrance to the site is proposed to 

be through the existing Hermitage estate by 

opening up the cul-de-sac at Hermitage Gardens. 

This will significantly increase traffic in the estate 

and have a negative impact on existing residents. 

The 20-storey tower block will also be over-

looking existing houses in Hermitage estate. I, 
and my colleague Cllr Madeleine Johansson have 

submitted an objection to the application to the 

council and am urging residents to do the same. 

 
Ed O’Brien – Fianna Fáil  
Constituency Office, 8A The Village Centre 

Ph: 01 6105811. Mob: 087 7997609 
E mail: eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie 
Mayor of South Dublin County Council 

Lucan Swimming Pool: SDCC have confirmed 

to me that work continues on the swimming pool 

and that the completion date is now expected to 

be June 2021. It had originally been hoped to be 
February 2021. 

Collection of Leaves: Due to Covid 19, SDCC 

will not be collecting leaves as they normally 

would, this year residents associations can collect 

leaves in clear bags and contact SDCC to have 

them collected from their estates. SDCC have 

asked that black bags are not used as they may 

encourage illegal dumping. 

Budget 2021: As Mayor, I am currently engaging 

with SDCC to settle the budget for 2021. I am 

encouraged that there will be no reduction in 

funding for frontline services despite the impact 
of Covid 19. 

 
Cllr. Liona O’Toole - Independent 

087-2795274.   lotoole@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie   
www.lotoole.com 

HGV Ban examination: My motion requesting 

the council to carry out an examination of a 

fulltime HGV ban on the Newcastle road at this 

week’s area committee meeting was agreed and 

amended. The request is now referred to the 

Executive for urgent consideration and a report be 

brought to the LEA in Q1 2021. It was agreed that 

a full examination of the road network in Lucan 

including existing and new roads such as the 

South link road the Celbridge link Road in 
Clonburris and Adamstown be carried out. 

Ramps: A list of ramps to be included in the 

Lucan area was provided to us at this week area 

committee meeting. Once the list is finalised it 

will be advertised late November for a public 

consultation. You can contact me directly for 

details or check out my regular updates on my 

social media platforms. 

tel:014013416
mailto:emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie
https://www.facebook.com/stfiniansesker/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBwa_EbIlHZggqhVSPHxejqp1n7XSaC75fbc62-X7w8qJKaChjQZkGUCu03JTuh7Re7PFyL1tIm0RiM&hc_ref=ARQuGGjwI9lj4-vLETI3Nxl4E0AJkdF0WU1OO4OuddDz1H9ROcdZvTdRWVBVX8GEnuE&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARCJjUS0UCfechmXtoaJ8YlrGbAE8_HRmu8m0ZxGu5yHaBL6loQQqW2qevPPWeCyS-73D0KVgOIqief7p7ih_B0hUYW9ZPwzx4t9P9WAZPAcfKvyybnu8ZWEeFheDJLDBjym0YK7BOTN4FNXSMzykgxAbhmwadHYngUXTIkMfMf4VUmpmNsPd3eAu2t8HHPD0gCfE4R_N_otZ-G_mDMbKROow8KjG8MDLtyUemKbMindsa3nAKl2aCPv3fV3Ndfy6DXFs3yYG__qzABTgkibvi2lyeyC_hg3zTea2ut04LdENBDr6bF1eijlpijgo9mccKO-FuXJOO7iLVuIDCxAE0clSaO7
http://sdcc.ie/
mailto:smoynihan@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
http://facebook.com/cllrshanemoynihan
mailto:gino.kenny@oir.ie
mailto:eobrien@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
mailto:lotoole@cllrs.sdublincoco.ie
http://www.lotoole.com/


Spooky Tales 
The Devil's Mill 
 

Luttrell's Mill, just downstream from Anna 

Liffey Mill, was once known as The Devil's 

Mill. Legend has it that it was built in one night 

by the devil himself! 
 

When Henry Luttrell 

succeeded to the 

estate following the 

Jacobite Wars, he 

went from bad to 

worse until it is said 

the devil paid him a 

visit one night and 

made him an offer for 

his soul. Colonel 

Henry agreed to its 

sale, but stipulated that he should not be called 

until he had enjoyed many years of wild life; 

and even then the devil should not claim his 

soul as long as he was able to set him an 

impossible task. This was agreed to. 
 

After a reckless existence of some yeas, during 

which all the Colonel put his hand to, seemed 

to turn to gold, the devil one night appeared, 

and told him his time was up. "Build me a mill 

by morning" said the Colonel, "on the boggawn 
below at the Liffey". To his 

amazement the startling 

information was brought to him in 

the morning, that a mill was 

standing on what was a snipe-bog 

the day before. 
 

That night the devil again appeared 

and on this occasion the Colonel 

remarked he would sooner 

accompany him dead than alive, so 

would he kindly produce a rope of 

sand to throttle him with. The devil 

immediately complied and was 

tying a slip-noose on it when the 

Colonel, now at his wit's end to 

know how to escape, suddenly 

defied the devil to silence his 
wife's tongue. At the same moment 

a loud scream was heard to 

proceed from the adjoining room; and on the 

Colonel rushing in to see what was the cause of 

it, he was horrified to find his wife stretched 

lifeless on the floor. Stricken with a great 

remorse at what he had unintentionally  

 

brought about, the Colonel now begged for a 

three-days' respite in order to be present at this 

wife's wake and burial; to this the devil 

consented. 
 

On the night of the funeral the devil returned 

and found Colonel Luttrell intently reading the 

Bible by the light of a single rush, which he 

was about to renew from a bundle beside him. 

In an agony of terror, he beseeched for a little 

more time to settle his worldly affairs, but the 

devil's patience was exhausted, and he refused. 
 

Again the colonel pleaded if only to see the 

light of one more day; but the devil would only 

allow him just such time as it would take the 

almost exhausted to burn itself out. On hearing 

this t he Colonel jumped up, seized the rush-

holder, released the lighted rush, thrust it 

between the pages of the Bible, and banging 

down and clasping the cover extinguished the 

light. 
 

With a roar of baffled rage at being outwitted, 

the devil disappeared from Luttrellstown, and 

never again troubled Colonel Luttrell, who 

from that night became an altered and repentant 

man. 

 

 

The Devil's Mill by Jonathan Fisher in 1792 
  
(Ref: Adapted from Lovers Legends and Short 

Stories of Ireland; Lucan and Lucanians 1996)   
Mary Mulhall 



The Devil  

at Castletown House 
In the dining room of Castletown House there 

are three beautifully decorated gilt, oval 

mirrors. The legend of the devil’s visit to 

Castletown concerns the mirror in the centre, 

which is cracked.  
 

At the end of a day’s hunting, Tom Conolly 

invited a stranger home to supper. During the 

meal, he noticed that his guest had taken off 

one of his boots revealing a cloven hoof. This 

was the devil himself in disguise.  
 

The Squire sent for the local Parson whose 

efforts to banish Old Nick were unsuccessful. 

The Parish Priest was then summoned and 

when he arrived, he recognised the stranger 

with the hairy foot and requested him to leave.  
 

The devil refused and with that the priest hurled 

the missal at his head. However, it missed its 

target and glancing off the devil, struck the 

mirror. The glass of the mirror cracked. The 

devil vanished in a puff of smoke through the 

hearth-stone, which is still cracked to this very 

day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Interesting Facts ………..  
• Castletown House has 90 fireplaces in 

the central block with two chimney 

stacks. In 1787, they burned 300 tons 

of coal a year, exclusively for heating, 

at a cost of £282. Lighting was another 

major undertaking at Castletown. Fat 

stripped from sheep carcasses provided 

some of the tallow for the 2,127 

pounds of common candles used 

during the year. The rest came from 

the local butcher. About 250 pounds of 

bees wax candles were burned, mostly 

in the long gallery, the dining room 

and parlour.  
 

• Louisa Conolly paid £80 in 1787 for 

153 dishes of fresh seafood and £47 for 

her cheese from the grocer. £80 bought 

her the annual services of ten footmen 

or maids, while £47 was almost half 

the yearly cost of her steward. Labour 

was so cheap that Louisa employed 

scores of local families on the estate, 

seeing the offer of employment not as 

a gain to herself alone but as a 

contribution to the relief of suffering. 

A total of £656 was paid for the year 

on 46 servant’s wages. 
 

• An enormous number of people were 

constantly dining at Castletown House 

which required a vast amount of food. 

In 1787 the butcher provided 524 

pounds of veal, 160 sheep, 10 tons of 

oxen, 94 geese, 112 turkeys and 1,301 

“fowls and chicken”. These and other 

chickens produced 10,460 eggs for 

consumption but that was not enough: 

6,206 more eggs had to be bought. 

From the dairy came one ton of cheese, 

7,934 gallons of milk, 1,496 gallons of 

cream and 1,951 pounds of butter, 

which had to be supplemented by 1951 

pounds from outside suppliers.  
 

From A History of Celbridge by Tony Doohan, 

2011. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Well done to all of our senior county players, 

over the bank holiday weekend, Chris Crummy, 

captaining the hurlers to a win over Laois, Darren 

Gavin and Emmet O’Conghaile, who travelled to 

Salthill with the footballers for the final league 

win over Galway, Emma Flanagan, Ali Twomey 

and Laura Quinn, while on the Camogie team that 

didn’t secure a win, they will be in action again 

next week for a place in the quarter finals. 

 

Training Slots during the Level 5 restrictions. 

Among the guidelines issued by the Gaelic Games 

committees, Training at Minor level and below 

only will be permitted for clubs in all 32 Counties 

(but not Inter-County). However, it must be on a 

non-contact basis in pods of no more than 15 

people. Dressing Rooms cannot be used and the 

Health Questionnaire must be filled out by all 

those participating. 

Attendance by parents/guardians should be on the 

basis of one per child (for child protection 

reasons) and the Health Questionnaire must be 

filled out by all of those coming into the ground. 
As all adult teams have ceased training for the 

time being and in order to allow all underage 

(u18) teams/squads the opportunity to train while 

complying with the pods of 15 restriction, the 

Juvenile Committee have communicated with 

mentors some new slots and arrangements for 

training. It is important that all players restrict 

themselves to one team per code per week. 

Hurling/Football or Camogie/Ladies Football. 

Players must train with their own age-group only, 

and if they only play one code, they cannot train 
with a different age group in the same code. 

Remember, “We Are All In This Together,” and it 

will end at some point, when we can go back to 

normal. 
 

End of Year reports for all teams are due, 

please forward to 

Secretary.LucanSarsfields.dublin@gaa.ie 

deadline is Saturday 31st October, 5pm. 

 

Roisin Leahy is a postgraduate researcher in UCD 

carrying out an online survey on concussion in 

Ladies Football players. She would appreciate it if 

adult Ladies Football players could spare ten 
minutes to complete a survey. The link to the 

online survey is here 

(https://forms.gle/VQn8jQvtc29YvA6k9). 

The Lucan District Credit Union Academy for 

girls and boys born in 2013, 2014 and 2015 only, 

continues on Saturday. To register your child for a 

place, contact David Moran, Club GPO, on 

0879267607. Pre- registration with David is 

essential.  
 

The 12th Lock Café opening hours 6-9pm 

Monday to Friday and 9:30am to 1:30pm on 

Saturday. These times may change in line with 

Covid-19 guidelines. Available to order now: 

Lucan Sarsfields Hurling and Football Christmas 

Hampers, also stocking fillers can be bought in 

the Café; baseball caps, umbrellas air freshener 

and bottle openers. Why not enter the Café €2 

draw to win a supporters pack, Lucan Sarsfields 

branded cap, brolly, keyring/opener, and car air 

freshener. One in fifteen a winner. Also in stock 

are Club Onesies in club colours, and Dublin 

Colours are available to order. 
 

 

Club Shop opening hours: O’Neill’s club shop 

will be closed until Dec 5th due to Covid-19 

restrictions. 
 

Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club Lotto Jackpot 

€1800. There was no winner of the €1400 jackpot 

in the draw held on Thursday 22nd October 

sponsored by Fergal McCarthy, The numbers 

drawn were 2, 14, 19, 21. Lucky Dip winners of 

€30 each: Ailise Dowling, Yvonne Cuffe, 

Caroline Treanor, John McCormack and Stephen 

Rowan. The Jackpot for the next draw is €1800, 

will be, sponsored by Matt Ryan Autoparts and 

managed by Mary Flannery, will be held behind 

closed doors on Thursday 29th October at 9pm. 
Tickets can be purchased online at the following 

link: http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto 

https://forms.gle/VQn8jQvtc29YvA6k9
http://bit.ly/LucanSarsfieldsClubLotto


 
                                                       

St. Mary’s Camera Soirée Exhibition 
 

Take 5 minutes for yourself, sit down with a cuppa, 

and go to a virtual photograph exhibition, presented by 
our local camera group, and hosted by St. Mary’s on 

www.lucanparish.com 

 
With 50 images on a variety of subjects, you can’t but 

be enthralled by the beauty of this land of ours, much 

of which might have gone under the radar were it not 

for the Covid restrictions over the past few months. 
 

For the past seven years, the group have met every 

Friday morning in The Bungalow attached to St. 
Mary’s Parish Centre.  Not to let the pandemic get the 

better of them, they kept in touch through WhatsApp, 

sharing their pictures, many taken with mobile phone 
cameras for a change.  

 

Since last March, the group have enriched our 

Newsletter with beautiful compositions, mostly from 
within a 2km, and then a 5km range in the early days, 

until they could travel a bit further afield. They now 

have a great following among our readers. 
 

We urge all to visit their virtual exhibition – you’ll 

find it hard not to watch over and over again! 

Enjoy! 
 

Congratulations to all the members who managed to 

get the annual show on the road. We know they look 
forward to the days when they can meet up again – 

hopefully, it won’t be too far away! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lucanparish.com/

