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A Glass Half Full

One might have expected that the fiftieth anniversary of the galfivatican 1l would have been a

cause for celebration. The Fathers of the Council looked forward to a great move ahead in the
development of the Church. But today we seem to be spending more time looking backwards to the
years before the Council thapmeciating all that has happened since. Is the Church today better or
worse for its experience of Vatican 11? Who knows? But certainly we have much to celebrate after
50 years. In our human assessment we are back to the old criterion of whethetheegtaess as

half full or half empty.

There are two trends that are particularly significant. The first wasligigted by an old lady of 95.

Before she died recently she told me that the great blessing that the Church had brought home to her
in her hter years was the deep and growing conviction that God lovéddwed her in everything

in her devoted daughters and friends, in her garden which meant so much to her, in all the everyday
events of her life, and above all in her Mass and in her raye her early days religion had been a
matter of rules, conventions, and often fear. Today the Church proclaims that God loves us, and His
compassion for us is revealed by Christ who speaks to us through the opening up of the Scriptures
and works in ad through all of us by the power of his Spirit. | am encouraged by the thought that
those who come to Mass today come because they want to.

The second trend is that Catholics today are no longer seeing their faith in terms of a private
relationship betwen themselves and God, but in a love which overflows into a warm concern and
care for one another. I't has been a natural 0
our values and the sharing together in the one Body of Christ enablegras/imto becoming one

Body in Christ. The laity think and speak more and more for themselves and accept responsibility for
one another in the parish in a spirit of humble service. Furthermore, this reaching out to others is not
just to those enclosed gur Catholic ghetto. We are more and more argoirig welcoming

community. There is a growing warmth and friendship today for those outside the Church and an
increased involvement in all aspects of community development.

Only God can judge whetherwes a Church are édbetterd than we
be blind and ungrateful not to acknowledge and celebrate so much that the Holy Spirit has achieved in
the last fifty years. Maybe the glass is not yet full, but time will not standvetilvould be
unfaithful to our mission if we failed to recognise the great things that the Lord has already done for
us, and if we were afraid of radical advances which still must surely lie ahead.

(Joan O6rFdmnann articl e btyorRelv.Remrdvaanl GCExemhman gid

Our heartfelt sympathy to the families of Jamie Rafferty and Rchard Kearney
and all who were devastated by the dreadful accident on Saturday last.
The entire community shares their grief
and we pray that God will in time bring them comfort.
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SET OFKEYS,near St . M a- s B

S
ldesday o May.
N5 Tol 0872109357 YdeSday 8 May: Crafts Class

10ami 12 noon

Walking Groupi meet at
Demesne entrance (near
Annadale Restaurant) at 7pm

Liffey Sound 96.4fm Wed. 6" May: Guild Annual
) ) _.%._ General Meeting 8pm
Radio can be a great companion - We request all membe to attend this meeting.

as you go about your daily e Membership fees for the coming eyar are now due
business. Walking in Lucan SOUND and new members are always welcome. do come
Demesne with my earphones FM along any Tuesday morning 102 noon or any

tuned into Liffey Sond 96.4fm - Wednesday night 8 10pm
reminded me of what a pleasure it*" "% Friday 8" May: Senior Citizens Social 11am.
is to be resident in a community Hostesses: Mary @ley, Pauline Bligh, Clair

that really cares. Listening to that unique blend of McBrearty.
news and views interspersed with music made my Friday 8" May: Crafts to be brought to Howth.

walk most enjoyable and informative. Saturday 9" May: Howth Arts & Crafts
Radio fuels the imagination, aftet Einstein said Exhibition. This is a lovely day aiitto go and
that imagination was more important than view all 'the crafts done throughout Dublin
knowledge. Well Liffey Sound does just that; it Federation.
taps into local talent, it enables local people learn Mary CurleyPRO
how to create and present a radio
programme, and as regards putting a face . )
%\ tothe voicewell, tat 6s wher e Lugan Active Retirement Assoc.
e imagination kicks in. Our Table Quiz has been postponed to Thursday
Happy listening to 96.4fm. 21%May. This will be our contributions to the

Bealtaine Festival and will be an open morning for
members and friends. There is no table charge, just
funi so come along and enjoy.

Lucan Senior Citizens Knitting Group starting on Wednesday'@/ay in
Parish Centre from 12 nodnlpm.

We extend our sincere sympathy to the families . .
and friends of the deceased and injured in There will be a talk on th8ustainable Energy

Saturdaybés tragic accidengﬁwbyerr*@\@ﬁ:qﬂe”\?'?T@‘frspangy'Knock

on Sunday 28all were remembered at a special Punchestown Racesn Tuesday 19May.

Mass. Fran Farrell (Sec).

Rota for May: ; }

Wed. 6": P. Dempsey, T. Keogh, C. Balfe, F. Celbridge &.Straffan .,9 Bt
O6Reillly Gospel Choir N i L

Wed. 13" A. Kavanagh, F. Comerford, A. Byrne, We are currently organising a m _

A. Beales. Concert called I rati ol
Wed. 2d": Outing which wil | be held in St P
Wed. 272 M. O6Byrne, P. McMm&hughinCelpridgegn qufsﬂf’&_ﬁ/@/,&t 8pm.

R. Flavin, C. McDonald. We will be raising funds for Salesian Boys School

N. B. No Committee Meeting Tuesda§ May which they do amazing work for the area. We ar

hoping you will be able to come down and support
this worthy cause and enjoy a night of pure
inspirational Gospel musi c
and can be purchased from Sinéad {0868599),
Lucan U3A lé)/laura &O%mlﬁ OrG)eor F,[ionan(086)'9Z;)ES)?G)r o]
pleoase join ug this celébration ogsong Witich will
inspire you and send you home with a smile.
New members always welcome. We rehearse
every Tuesday night in the Salesian College
Celbridge from 7.30pr 9.30. Contact one of the
numbers above. You will be made vevglcome.

wel comes you to a Wor ksh
Vi si on i depsatowdras fulfilling your

dreams and achieving your potentidtacilitator:

Maura McCabé Life Coach.

in Ballyowen Community Centre on Tts. 7"

May a t 11.15am. (Members meeting at 10.30)



NO TO GRIFFEEN AVENUE
HIGH-RISE DEVELOPMENT!

A planning application has been submitted for the
vacant lands at Griffeen Avenue, opposite Moy
Glas and bounded by the Outer Ring Road, railway
and by Oldbridge, Rossberry & Tullyhall estates.
Thisapplication seeks permission for 973 high
density residential units, mainly apartments as well
as massive commercial development.

The Council sold land in 2006 to a private
developer without consultation and they plan to
build up to 1000 units and a hudevelopment of
houses and more.

We have a fight on our hands to get this
overridden and need the community to support us.

Already the Dept of Education have recognised
that Lucan is the worst area in Dublin if not the
country for school places, ydtey have said there
is no problem with schools for this addition of
people.

They also aren't planning adequate parking spaces
as they reckon we will all be 'greener’' and buying
less cars.

While they have agreed that there is congestion at
the Griffeen oundabout and will add yellow boxes,
they have said there is no traffic problem there.
However residents in the area from Tullyhall say it
takes 19 minutes in the morning to get as far as this
roundabout.

While this land should be used for infrastructure
(schools or tennis courts or something) it is being
used again for more houses.

This development was approved when Adamstown
is not even fully developed or even occupied.
Many units in Adamstown remain empty.

This development would dramatically change t
Lucan area and we want to oppose this and make
people aware of potential traffic/school and the
look of the area, not to mind other impact, as it will
feed into all parts of Lucan.

We are planning a campaign in Lucan to object to
this. We only havéd weeksuntil May 18th as
Shelbourne Development have put in for planning
permission. We plan to distribute leaflets and
posters and would like people to submit objections
to the County Council.

A Protest will be held onSaturday 9" May at12
mid-day, for just one hour, at thiends across
from the Griffeen Centra Store, and we are
coming up with slogans and putting placards
together at the moment. All support welcome.

Siobhan Donnelly

PROTECT OUR N4 ACCESS

Following a public meeting 3 weeks ago, avne
crosscommunity campaign has been established to
seek, if at all possible, to retain access onto the N4
city-bound from Tandy's Lane at Ardeevin. As part
of the N4 works this road is set to become a bus
only exit in coming months.

This planned road clase will add to significant
additional traffic congestion in both Lucan Village
and in Hillcrest. Additional traffic also raises safety
concerns especially given the number of schools in
the village area.

We accept that the current N4 upgrade plans agreed
by an Bord Pleanala CANNOT be altered. But

there are other avenues to pursue. Our campaign is
proposing the following:

e That the planned closure of Tandy's Lane
exit as well as the formal commissioning of the N4
buslane outside Tandy's Lane be delayetbag
as possible;

e That South Dublin County Council initiate
anew Part 8 planning process for works to allow
safe access onto the N4 from Tandy's Lane. We
have worked out a detailed alternative proposal
which we are pursuing with council management.
We ae asking all Lucan residents to support our
campaign by lobbying all political representatives
for support for these proposals.

Lucan Concert Band - National
Band
Championships of
Ireland 2009

Lucan Concert Band was once again, successful at
the IABCB National Band Championships of
Ireland, which took place on Sat 18th April in Cork
School of Music.For only the second time in as
many years, Lucan Concert Band entered Section 2
Concert Band section, up against sctiff
competition, the Concert Baadrom the 'sunny
south" turned out in force for the days competition,
but Lucan held their own and cameradible 2nd
place!! The band, on a high from such an
exhilarating day, had to settle the nerves once again
to participate in the Dance Band cortifien,

which was held that evening in the Metropole

Hotel, ando the delight of the band, they picked

up 1st place and another piece of silverware!
Congratulations to everyone involvedZB would

also like to sayhanks to albur supporters who

made tle trip to Cork.



St Patrickds
Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown

www.stpatrickslucan.ie

Bank Holiday on Monday - the
church will be closed shortly after
10am Mass.

- =
/|5

Prayer Group
St Patrickodds Pari

not meet on this Monday because of Bank Hglida

Funeral Team Meeting

There will be a meeting of the Funeral Team on
Thursday next, 7 May, at 7.30pm in the Pastoral
Centre.

First Holy Communion

Children from Scoil Mhuire Woodview/Airlie
Heights will receive their First Holy Communion
on Saturday ext, 3" May at 11am Mass. The
parish mass on that day will be at 9.30am.

8K Road Race in Adamstown

Adamstown 8k Road Race takes place on Sunday
24 May in aid of the Primary Schools in
Adamst own. There is
to be won. Cards aravailable for those who
would like to take part for the support of the parish.

ove

New Legion of Mary Praesidium

The Legion of Mary has begun a new Praesidium
in St. Patrickos. It
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The meetindseta
pl ace in St Patrickos
T 9pm. New members are most welcome.

S

Pa

Sick/Housebound

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like
to receive Holy Communion ori*Fridays and on
each Sunday, please telephone the parish affice
6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am and
12.30pm

Esker Trip to Knock takes place Sat. 23Viay.
Coach Fare 0a20. Al mone
prior to 23 May. Ph. Ann McDonald 6211060 or
Betty Collins 6282812 or

Marie McBride (Hillcrest) 6241829

Bus will leave Statoil Lucan 7.30am; A.G.P.

7.30am; Hillcrest 7.40am; Dodsboro Statue

7.50am.

St Maryods Parish Lucan

www.stmarysparishlucan.ie

AUniting the Parisheso
Congratulations to all involved in the Battle of the

Pari sheso match | ast Satur |
bet ween St Maryds and St P
in an honourable draw. it wavell noted the

enormous psychological advantage given to St

t kos. . .when their PP Fr
y%Faewi%{Jhé?b%If.? wit|

Tax Returns
Most of the forms have now arrived in. Thaks to
all and keep them coming.

Ceremony of Lighti St Marys BoysSchool
The ceremony takes place at 7pm on Tuesday night
(note the earlier time).

Welcome Group
We will soon be preparing the rosters for the next 3

months. If you are no longer able to commit to this
Ministry, please let us know. Call Ann®86
24799@ or Mary 087 2637468. It would be much
appreciated if you could let us know befofe 8

ay. -
r{\/AVe glv?aysglvglc%me%gvxg pteorE)Ie t% Jfoin tP1er 'z¢€s
Welcome Group All it entails is to be at one of the
church doors 10 minutes before the mass you have
committed to, greghe people and hand out the
mass leafletsYou could be rostered maybe 1 of

every JWegksityqu age jntgresied, pleaseleqve |\ g g

your name, address, phone number and the mass
'W.egﬁa.té("ﬁ”'d gult yoy ip the sgaristyrwithy 5 y g 7
eirdre in the Parish Centre.

Prayer Group
We meet every Wednesday night in Room 3 in the

Parish Centre. Everyone welcome to join us in
prayer. Rosary 7.45. Meeting 8&.30.

Christian Meditation
iMany people are frightene
it is real prayer. Traditionally wieave been taught

)?hat Irrllr['i]ygrljs tagdgg tq GH)d. Ehb? Beav% éfSéV\Qtfga
eeling hat i weodre not
But if we believe that God is the centre of Reality,

then we are making a great act of praise & worship

by simply attentivel\peingi n hi s pr esence
0A Wider Vision6 by Gerry |
Every Tuesday at 8pm. All welcome!

Sr Geraldine 6217158

Lough Derg
A Oneday retreat is being organised for Saf® ®ay. For further information pleaségne:

Ann (Lucan) Ph.6282022 Mob. 0863752566;

Ann (Leixlip) Ph. 6245831 Mob. 087279214




Parish of Divine Mercy, f

Lucan South
www.lucansouthparish.net

THE ROSARY \
will be recited

each weekday evening
Adoration & Prayer during the month of May,
Adoration takes place every at 7pmin the small green,
Eg%aé frfﬁrg 00 Beech Park.

:00ami 3:00pm. PR
Divine Mercy P?ayer Group: Monday nights k Please join in. j
8:0071 9:00pm.
Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays, 9:45 10:45am

Baptism
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are Transport Users

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.

Next meeting will take place in the Chuch on
Wednesday, 1May at 7:30pm

We welcomeénto the Christian Community:

In 2007 we put our circle

transport plan before the Dail
Transport committee. Since ™~
then thg passed it on to all the

Luke Cullen relevant bodies and the final \

Chloe Ferns report has come back from the i

Lily Melvin Rail Procurement Agency. |t Was

Ruby Mullen highly praising our efforts and found no fault with

Grace & Jennifer Nolan our plan. They favoured their own plan (no
Joshua OONei | surprise!) on the grounds that our orbiteuld not
Gillian Russell cater for future demarnidthey may not have fully
Please remember them and their families in your  understood our plan.

prayers.
They ar e basiPltfprmtiohei r pl an
C h a nigseedl by DTO in the year 200G lot

has changed since. This great plan contained one

major flaw: nolanduse. Thi i s so i mport a
like building a car omitting the engine.

Presentation Asociates
Meeting of the Presentation Associates on
Wednesday, 'BMay @ 7:30.  All welcome.

Amen ] o ] They mention the massive population and

Support Service for male victims of Domestic employment growth on the North side. Why

Abuse. Weekly support group meeting in St should all these areas should be designed to be self
Annebds Resourcélogentr sustainable?

Contact 0469023718 for further information.

The final reason they gave was that Minister

has backed this plan. Its obviously from this the
Minister doesnét fully und
Lucan Gospel Singers transport.

We are asking past members who @ o ()
may not yet have brought back
their robes to please do so now.
The usual return fee will be
given to you.

All you have to do is contact
086-0747441 and arrangements can
be made for you; or alternatively, bring
your robe down on a Tuesday night to
rehearsal, which takes place every
Tuesday at 8.30 in the Lucan Presbyterian Church,
Lucan Village. We have quite a few new members
who need robes and they will be delighted to have
them.

wedding/events/enquiries to 08647441 T. Newton 086127364

They left out the most important part, costs. The
difference in costs between their plan and ours,
taking everything into accoumdluding efficiency
waste, value loss and duplication is close to ten
billion, a lot of money to waste in times of grave
recession. Not to mention all the disruption it will
cause and the desecration of Stephens Green.

Now that they have recognized afforts, its time
we got together with them and work out the simple
solution. A major surprise in their report was that
Metro West would carry more passengers than the
red and green line together.



Lucan Dramatic Society

Director Lulu Reynolds, cast and crew are ready
for our opening performance of Sive. From
Tuesday next May'% to Friday May &, the play
will be staged in the County Bar, Lucan starting
nightly at 8.30pm.

On Thursday may"7the society will be donating
all proceeds from the door and the raffle in aid of
Childaid in Africa. Anna Edgeworth from Lucan
will be climbing Kilimanjaro in August to raise
much needed funds for the street children of
Kenya.

We look forward to meeting you all in the County
Bar nextve e k . Admi ssion i s
Seniors at the reduced
Drama details from our website
www.lucandrama.comFor up to date information
regarding the society please right Sheila at
6282827 or Agneat 6280137.

Wishing the cast, director and all involved the best
of luck.
PRO

Colaiste Phadraig
Parents Association

colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net
Mobile Contact086 - 0516596

Colaiste Phadraig Parents Association wish t
express their deepest sympathy to the familig
and friends of Richie Kearney and Jamie Raffe]
on their tragicdss. On behalf of all the students
from Coldiste Phadraig and all the other schog
in Lucan, their parents and the wider Lucan

community thank you to the Principal and
teachers for their support in recent days. Thé
provision of the Compassion Room anbaat
facilities where students could meet and talk
coupled with the number of teachers who were
the school over the weekend to offer support W
greatly appreciated by all. The efforts of all the

people is a true mark of respect to
Richie and Jamie.

Our thoughts and
Jami eds parent s,
Ar dheis De go raigh a-anam.

pr a
f anmn

|l 6m getting
winners. First there was the
Talent Show on RTE
television and now the
Hennessyobs.

You may already have seen in
the National or local papers
thatDavid Mohan, whom |
mentioned in this column two weeks ago, not only
won the prize for poetry, but also was awarded
Hennessy Young Writer of the Year at a function
in the Four Seasons Hotel on Tuesday last. |
understandhat a publisher is interested in his work
too, so you may have an opportunity to read his

ap@e ms sfiqrgen® wr @lgf i n t
r &now if agd when i happens.

David was completely surprised to receive the
overall award and in his acceptargeech was
most appreciative of his friends in the Lucan

Creative Writers group who gave him so much

encouragement to submit his work to competitions.

| heard him interviewed on The Arts Show on RTE
radio and he read one of his poems called
O0Runawayb®d.

Whatapityl coul dnét have
at Cheltenham or the Grand National! My luck
withthegeegyees i s so bad
few bob on the tip | got for Punchestown.

| hope the weather stays warnfor the Bank
Holiday weekend. | waleoking at the Promenade
down by the Weir the other day and it looks lovely
in the sunshine. Wh a 't
and fully open to the
vandalised in any way.

Lucan Library will close for the Bank Holiday
weekendn Friday ' May at 4.30pm and reopen
at 9.45am on Tuesday Bay.

The news that charges for parking will increase
soon is a mixed blessing. On the one hand it is no
harm that the people who park all day in the Car
Park for the Demesne are caughtrfusre money.
(They shoul dndét be
enough park for people who want to go walking).
On the other hand ités
park down the village to attend a doctor and who
may be delayed for quite a while. These things ad
up, you know.

Birthday Remembrance
on 4" May of Fr Eoin Cooke

Will those who think of him tay
a little prayer to Jesus say.

good a

he |

pi cke

that |

a pi

publ |

there al

t ou
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Acknowledgement

Dr. Gary Boyle

Dental Surgeon, Finnstown Centre

Dr. Gary Boyleds staff
thank all the patients for their kind words and
support following Garyods
this year.

Gary ®lt he was part of the community and always
considered each individuals oral health as being of
the utmost importance. We would like to reassure
our patients that we are continuing forward with
the very same high level of commitment and
concern.

Annivesaries

Caseyd Sheelagh
(2" Anniversary & May.

Deeply missed and lovingly remembered by her
family.

Mahadyd Bridget (Sheila)

3" Anniversary May %

You always had a smile to share

Time to love and time to care

Someone to turn to, kind and true,

One in a million Mam, that was you

Miss and love you alwaysyour son Malcolm

Mahady Bridget (Sheila)

39 Anniversary

Gran, your smile was made of sunshine
Your heart was made of gold
There isndt a
Your memory | hold

Love from your grandsoRaul

day goes

b)L_ucanDramper forming

Anna hds CI

- Kilimanjargaugust).

Edgewor_t

D

a R@sing THngls fr Ghildydy | g

G

: X t o

PN A sincere thanksto all 4\3"”

ghoetterm%dahp froffge nWar y
orning last Saturday, to

those who donated raffle prizes, cakes, money etc.

I't was a great sucforess.

Child Aid.

We

Our next Fund Raising event is....

Master Class in Fren¢iMonday 18" Mayi 87 9

pm for Leaving Cert Students. Master Class in
Frenchi Monday 18 Mayi 6.30i 8.00 pm for
Junior Cert Students. These classes will be given
by Bernie Egeworth B.A. Dip in Education.

Bernie has 33 years experience of teaching French
to Leaving Cert and Junior Cert students at both
Higher and Ordinary Level. A maximum of 20
students in each Master
is suggested to help to help tieEmuse. To book

your place and for more information contact Bernie
on 086 4015794 / 6241397. Email
mbaf.edgeworth@gmail.com

Child Aid is a humanitarian organisation formed by
Irish Aid workers and Defence Feers Personnel
who wor ked on Street Chil di
and continue to support these Projects in the slums

of Nairobi. Anna Edgeworth is an Officer in the

Irish Defences Forces.

Check out Annads progress
www.mycharity.ie/event/anna_edgeworths_event

Cl

Future Events:

8.8 e o6
& 8™1 Proceeds from Raffle on Thursdd)will

be donated to Child Aid.

Quizi June 181 Lucan Sarsfields GA Club.

on

Liffey Valley Park Alliance
Spring Walks

Sunday 10" May at 3.00pm
Islandbridge i Irish National War Memorial Park and
riverside walk.

Meet in car park off South Circular Road between Sarg

Bridge and Con Colbert rogqanction.

Sunday 17" May at 3.00pm

Lucan i village and riverside walk.

Meet in Village green opposite Methodist
church.

Everybody Welcome
All walks are free of charge

Congratulations
to

LIAM

who celebrated his
2nd
Birthday
on

Tuesday
last!
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CHOOL
NEWS

Lucan Community College

Transition Year Musical: Final preparations are
well under way for the much anticipated TY
Musi crayt hiiAng Goes 0. Thi s
the college hall on May 5th8th. It promises to be
as outstanding as past productions by our TY
students. Tickets are available in the college. All
support welcome.

GAA: | t 6 s-final stageés for our 1st Year Gaeli
footballers and our 414 Hurlers. We wish them
the best of luck and hopefully both teams will
reach the finals.

Stratford Trip: On bank holiday Monday fifty
one of our second year students are heading to
Stratfordupon-Avon. This trip has been organized
by Ms. Regan. I 6m sur e
students will have a great time.

Tragic Deaths: It was with great sadness that we
heard the news of the tragic deaths of two students
from Colaiste Phadraig. Our sympathies are
extended to the Rafferty amdarney families and
our thoughts are very much with the staff and
students at our neighbouring school.

Adult Education Service,
(L.I.LF.E. Centrdgsker Hill,

Lucan

Fee Paying Programme

We have some places remaining
on the following courses:

Art Classes: Drawing and Painting (To suit all
levels): Monday mornings: 10am to 12pm.
Fee: u$115
Classes commenddonday 11" May 2009.
Please phon6283557/&or further details.

Chavagnes International College
A Catholic Boarding School in western France.
Boys aged 11 to 18 years.

Good university entrance trackaord.

Strong extracurricular provision.

Highly competitive fees!!!
OPEN WEEK 4™7 9" June 20094-3 0
£75.

For further information (including transport),
please do not hesitate to contact us:

Tel: +33 (0) 251423982. Fax: +33 (0) 251423983.
Web: http://www.chavagnes.org/

Email: office@chavagnes.org

cost

a krdm 2BeB I ARl | N9 L

(Speci al 0. A.

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR
COMMUNITY AND YOUR HERITAGE

REGISTER YOUR HERITAGE WEEK EVENT ONLINE,
WWW.HERITAGEWEEK.IE

Get involved in your community and your heritage

is the message from the Heritage Council as online
regjstragion fpr#@ri@ge,ﬂeeg( 2099 events opens.
Speaking about Heritage Week 2009, Isabell

Smyth, Hed of Communications and Education at
the Heritage Council sai
pressure, Heritage Week 2009 provides a great
opportunity to learn new skills, make contacts and
engage with your local Heritage. Heritage Week
2009 is open to everyongou can get involved by
either organising your own event or volunteering
with | ocal groups in your

d ’

Heritage Week 2009 takes place

e a rs and

To register your event log on to
www.heritageweek.ie . All events must be
registered by F1May 2009 for inclusion in the
Heritage Week Event Guide, which will be
distributed in advance of the week throughout
Ireland and Europe.

In 2008, over 1000 events ranging from whale
watching, historical renactments, wildlife tours
and the opening of amy stately homes to the
public, took place across Ireland. This year is the
19" Heritage Week and the Heritage Council is
hoping to increase the number of events taking
place nationwide. Many events organised are free
of charge and National Heritage sit@so offer
concession rates during the week itself.

ACul tur al heritage is the

fourigng indysiy g r)Ieritage Week is a fantastic
opportunity for communities to showcase the
natural and cultural heritage in their area, attract
visitors and raise revenue for their town or village.
Once registered, event organizers will receives
support promoting their activities from the Heritage
nator s

Counci |, coor di of t |

For further information, log on to
www. heritageweek.ieemail
events@heritagecouncil.ie
or CallSave 1850 200 878

Idesitage Week is cordinated
by The HeritageCouncil and
funded by the Department of
Environment, Hatage and
Local Governmentand is part
of European Heritage Days,
which is celebrated in over 40
countries across Europe.
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The Kalimati Kidz

Along the banks of the black slimy Bagmati river
live hundreds of immigrant & migrant landless
squatters, therare thousands of such folk around
the Kathmandu valley living in shacks, homes to
them.

For about two weeks now, a group of Nepali and
foreign volunteers have been working to get some
of their younger children into a local school and
provide a facility vihere the older ones can also
receive an education in a quiet and safe
environment.

Diabetes Awarene3alk (T4D1)
Monday 11" May

John McMullan, a diabetic for 20 years,

will host a
Fun Awareness Talk
inSt . Marybés .Pari s

Everyone is welcome to come to this much
needed event.

Phone John 0879616281
Diabetes Federation of Ireland

Some people would see it as harrowing work
simply because the 20 families involved live a life,
at times, of squalor like existence. Most of the boys
of this small Indianribe of people work evenings
and nights collecting rubbish around the busy,
polluted, tourist area of Thamel, the mothers, elders
and girls stay close to the homes, sorting out and
messing up the rubbish. The fathers sell fruit off

the back of bicycles avmd the hilly city.

homes, the kids run dirtily up from the hearthtof
with shiny dirty bits and bobs and a cup and a
broken lightertorch and old strange money and a
headless toy and so much more to cherish for a
day, an hour, a lifetime.

School officially started today, the nursery class,
the young recruits, butwe @it got t he
kidz ready yet. Uniforms take 10 days, shoes will
take a week or two, books will be ready waiting for
them when they go. We are hoping to admit 20 4
year olds in the one school, where a good lot will
be starting school for the firshe.

We will not improve the lives of the families in any
sudden way, we just hope to get them into school,
it will take a fair few years for them to have an
impact on their way of life. In some ways | even
envy their self sufficiency and will to survive

Therebdbs been many
situation to that of the street kids, the ratpack, the
gluesniffers. These Kalimati kids have families
who work hard enough to eat and for some of
them, to share a rented room. | can see proud

h - fathers ad loving mothers and eageyed children

Outofabout408 5 vyear ol ds webd
only four of them were attending school. A local
school is to admit 120 of them about a week from
now, school dress has been ordered, most feet have
been traced for shoe sizeswp t her ed s
done and loads to do it for. Profit of the people.
When friends and more come to help out a little,
give a little back to the kind worlds we have lived

in.

If you have blessings to count, then blessed you
have been. | count many ofime on days like this.
Being literate has given me an upper hand in an
uneducated land. A slice of unrequested power in a
sometime lawless seeming land.

These families build homes from oil cans, bamboo,
iron, wood, you name it, if it will keep one safedan
dry and warm and fed and watered, then what
problem. Motionless landslides of garbage strew
the rolling banks of the river, just behind their

v | apirflgafe\tl tf’lg 8h&mc o IT(aHﬁ. It will be a proud

ay for some to see their kids go off and be the first

generation to study.

As with every endeavour, we are viewing the

| ontpasct tHatahis peration will have orethlives as

individuals thrust into a totally new and structured
environment and that of the community that
benefits from their children being given a chance to
learn.

Behavioural differences with other kids will be an
issue as they are Indian immigramind not local
Nepali kids. But we all must go through something
similar when these steps are taken. Being able to
take them with people you trust and believe in will
make it all the easier

Fachtna Doc Clandillon
0868217502 (irish mobile)

00977 9841129®3 (nepali mobile)
bilijoni@hotmail.com

Kal

guestion


mailto:bilijoni@hotmail.com

Pictures this week are of
particular interest to
those living in the
modern estate of
Laraghcon.

The Coffee House
T a wooden sylvan type
building was situated
acrosshie bridge at the
entrance to the modern
estate.

Built by Hills and
Shackletons in the late
1800s, it was hoped it
would serve as an
alternative to the pubs
of Lucan.

It seems not to have worked, but { lorgbdoeihet@ermmwas becar
ever invented.

Christopher Ledwidge, who was bor n i iiwherethealocal Fifa 19 0 ]
and Drum band had their practices and was often used for dances in his day. He also recalled bread being
handed out from here during the great 6éLock Outdé of

Lucanbés first Vc
School had its

beginnings here before

moving to The Forge at

Dodsboro, and to the

building on Esker Hill

in 1953. This was the

prerunner to Lucan

Community College.

For atime in the 1950s,
it was home to the
Gannon family, and
later housed Trade
Union Offices.

Eventually it yielded to
scavenges of time and
fell in to disrepair being
demolished in 1984.

The picture above was taken shortly after the Coffee House wasisleeapland long before we even dreamed

of houses in Laraghcon.
On Laraghconté
An interesting featureduncands Map
is that the present Laraghcon estate area
i s i denMoiufnite dP)witta sGant 6
Laraghcon to the northast of that site,
and Coldblow wet.

ltds a puzzl ement!
None of the other old maps shdount
Pleasant so perhaps itbs
maybe we just have to delve further for
the explanation!
Mary Mulhall



