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Summer Beauty Reigns Supreme 
 

Gardens are wearing luscious summer colours and glowing with health.  The Cherry Blossom glows 
from high branches, seeming more vibrant this year than ever.  Tulips and bluebells, forget-me-not 

and rhododendrons have taken over from the youthful yellow daffodils and forsythia of spring.  The 

Tidy Towns team and Co Council Parks Department have toiled regularly to ensure that we can enjoy 

floral delights on road-sides and in flower-beds everywhere we go in the area. 
 

The fairest blossoms of all will appear on a Saturday near you during this month of May as eight-

year-olds put on their best clothes to celebrate growth in spirituality at their reception of First 

Communion.  Itôs a wonderful occasion for all of us to witness them so full of life and to notice how 
much time and attention parents and teachers have devoted to helping them face this big occasion in 

their lives.  Like the gardeners, they have been doing the hard work. 
 

St. Patrickôs Parish has already had Confirmation Day, but it is during this month that St. Maryôs and 
Divine Mercy parishes see their 11 & 12 year olds reach the next stage of growth as they are 

confirmed in the faith and hopefully are strengthened by Godôs grace as they face into the difficult 

teenage years.  
  

All these reminders of the journey to the fullness of life bring hope for the future to each one of us 

and make us realise that we have to tackle any temporary blips on the economic scene so that we can 

forge a bright future for our young folk as they scurry along the road to maturity.  As President 
Obama might say, óWe can do it!ò 

 

*   *   *   *    *  *   *  

 
There are some weeds around too, of course.  Any gardener (or Scripture scholar) knows that you 
canôt have good things taking root without some problems growing at the same time.  The 

forthcoming elections and the posters that of necessity accompany such occasions are providing 

opposition to the beauty of nature.  We hope that candidates will honour the agreement brokered by 
Lucan Community Council many years ago that the Lucan Village area would be left free from 

election material ï i.e. within the Name Stones on the approaches, near the Demesne Car Park, at 

Ballydowd and on the far side of the Liffey Bridge.  This oasis of beauty has always been much 

appreciated and Lucanians will not easily forgive the individuals or parties who disregard it. 
 

Joan OôFlynn 

 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


The Kew Park Estate Residents 
Association  
wish to convey their sympathies to Mrs Anne 

Wynne, Kew Park Crescent, on the death of her 

mother, Mrs Rogersò. 

 

Liffey Sound 96.4FM 
Sunday the last day of the week was thought to be 

a day of rest, no ñservileò work and a Sunday roast 

with desert afterwards is part of my memory of 

Sunday of bygone years.   

Nowadays Sunday starts with ñGood Morning 

Lucanò closely followed by ñOut of this 

Worldò which shortly will feature Gerard 

Gallagher talking about evangelisation.   
Bookline will give ñairò way to Colm talking 

to a member of the National Council for the 

Blind .  The Beat Generation with Sunday 

brunch rounds off a great mornings listening 

to Liffey Sound 96.4fm.   

 

Pieta House Darkness into Light 5k 
Event 
 Pieta House would like to thank all who supported 

the 5k event which was held in the Phoenix Park on 

Monday 4th May. The event was a great success 

and we are looking forward to doing the same 

again next year.  
Thanks also to the Lucan Newsletter for all their 

support with this and other events. 
 From the Darkness into Light Committee. 
 

Lucan Toastmasters 
The next meeting of Toastmasters is on Thursday 

Night the 14th of May @ 8pm in the Springfield 

Hotel. Guests always welcome .For futher info 

contact our PRO LIAM  on 087 274 6931 
 
 

Alzheimer Tea Morning 
Thanks to all who supported the above morning in 

St Maryôs Parish Centre on Thursday 7th may.  The 
proceeds amounted to ú254.40 

 

Dodsboro Residents 
The Holy Rosary is being recited each evening 

during the month of May at the Statue in Dodsboro 

Monday to Friday at 7.30. 

Get well soon to all who are sick at home or in 
hospital.  Especially Cora.                 P. Clerkin 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I.C.A. Notes 
 

Sat. 9
th
 May: Howth Arts & Crafts 

Exhibition 

Tue. 12
th
 May: Craft Group meets 

10am ï 12 noon.  Walking Group meets at 

Annadale Restaurant at 7.30pm. 

Wed. 13
th
 May:  

First Meeting of New Committee at 7pm 

Phillyôs Plant Sale and Gardening Quiz  
from 8pm. 

If anyone has plants, seedlings, slip cuttings to 

share, please bring them along on the night ï itôs a 
great way to increase the colour in your garden for 

the ólong, hot summerô ahead! 

Fri. 15
th
 May: Senior Citizens Social 11am.  

Hostesses: Kathleen May, Nellie Curry and Peggy 

McGinley. 
 

We welcome our new President Clair McBrearty 

and wish her well in her office ï no doubt sheôll 

whip us all into action during the next year. 

We also thank our outgoing President Kathleen 

May.  Enjoy your retirement Kathleen, and spend 

your redundancy wisely! 

 
 

Lost 
 

GENTS GOLD RING . Lucan area, possibly 

McDonalds.  Sentimental value. Ph. 086-8876840 
 

BLACK PURSE  on Monday 4 May. Lost either 

on 10.35pm 67a Bus from Town, or between 

Maxol Service Station and Tesco.  If found, please 

phone 087-9779629 or 085-8411682.  Thank you. 

Liffey Valley Park Alliance 
Environmental Awareness 

Walks 
 

Sunday 10
th

 May at 3pm 

Islandbridge:   

Irish National  

War Memorial Park  

and  

Riverside Walk.   

Meet in car park off South Circular Rd 

between Sarah Bridge  

and Con Colbert Rd. junction. 
 

Sunday 17
th

 May at 3pm 

Lucan Village and Riverside Walk. 

Meet in Village Green opposite 
Methodist Church. 

Everybody Welcome ï all walks free 

of charge. 

Irish Heart Weekend ï Annual Collection 
 

Thursday 14th, Friday 15th & Saturday 16th May 
Tesco Shopping Centre / Superquinn Shopping Centre 

Collectors Needed.  Contact Peter Brady 6241230 



Lucan Planning Council 
 

Proposed Increases in Lucan Village Parking 

Charges 

Lucan Planning Council will be vigorously 

opposing the proposal by South Dublin Co Council 

to increase by 50% the fees for parking in Lucan 

Village; also the proposals to charge for parking on 

Saturdays and at Lucan Demesne Car Park. 

Businesses in Lucan Village, already suffering as a 

result of the recession, will be further 

disadvantaged viz a viz the local shopping centres, 

where parking is free, should the proposed changes 
be introduced. 
 

The Pay for Parking system was brought in as a 

means of alleviating the problem of all day parking 

by commuters etc on weekdays, Monday to Friday.  

Saturday parking has never been a problem and 

should not now be subject to a charge. 
 

if the proposal to charge for parking at Lucan 

Demesne is to deter commuters who use the facility 

as a Park and Ride, Lucan Planning Council is 

strongly of the view that the problem can be 

adequately dealt with without the introduction of 
charges. 
 

Tandys Lane / N4 Access 

Lucan Planning Council strongly opposed the 

closing of this road at the Oral Hearing conducted 

by An Bord Pleanála in 2005; also, the closure of 

the Esker Lane access road.  When An Bord 

Pleanála ruled that both of these roads should be 

closed for ósafety reasonsô, it was felt that there 

was no other avenue open for further action against 

the decision.  Lucan Planning Council will fully 

support Ardeevin residents in their efforts to have 
the decision reversed.  Likewise, any action to have 

the Esker Lane Road re-opened for exit only 

traffic. 

 
 

Lucan Lions Club 
 

Date for your Diary 
The Annual Lucan Lions Club 

ñWear your County Coloursò 

BBQ will take place in the 

Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club at 

8.30pm on Friday 5th June 2009. 
 

Get ready for the big GAA Championship weekend 

with sizzling steaks, delicious salads at the social 

occasion of the year.  Fun and games are 

guaranteed and well known GAA personalities will 

attend. 
 

Tickets ú20 available from Ray Barnes 086-

2394616 or Mattie McCabe 087-9006999. 
 

Donôt miss it! 

Lucan Youth Fun 
Volunteers Wanted 

Lucan Youth Fun Summer Project is looking for 

volunteers to help out with this yearôs Summer 

Project from 6
th

 to 17
th
 July.  Garda vetting 

needed.  Forms can be provided by committee. 

Contact Mary @ 087-1347596 for further details. 

 
 

Stars in Their Eyes 2009 
Think you can move like Michael or shake like 

Shakira? 

If so, then we need you!!!! 

Stars in Their Eyes 2009 will take place in The 

County Bar, Lucan on Saturday 30th May at 8pm, 

all in aid of Pieta House, The Centre for the 

Prevention of Self Harm or Suicide.  If you are 

interested in becoming one of our acts for the night, 

please get in touch with Úna or Siobhán on 087-

7718494 / 087-6190884 before 11th May. 

 
 

Charity Concert Our Ladyôs Hospice 
 

A Charity Concert  
in aid of 

Our Ladyôs Hospice Haroldôs Cross 
will take place on 

Tuesday May 12
th

 

at Hermitage Golf Club at 8.30pm. 
 

This evening of Maytime Melodies are preformed 

by artists Kathy Nugent (Soprano), Edmund and 
Stephen Brown (Tenors), Jimmy OôByrne 

(Bariton), Eimear OôFlaherty and Irene Gaffney.  

Accompanists for the evening are Mary Peppard 

and Colma Brioscu.  
 

Proceeds of the night will benefit the caring 

professionals at Our Ladyôs Hospice Haroldôs 

Cross.   The much-needed funds will guarantee 

continued medical care and support for patients and 

families at a most difficult time.   

A bumper raffle will add to the guaranteed 

enjoyment of a very special evening. 

Please come and support such a worthy cause. 

Admission ú10 payable at the door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 
F R E D A 

 

on getting through the first audition for The X 
Factor 

Wonderful Wonderful News! 
 

Lots of Love from Grandad, Tessie, Philda, 
Chrissie, Joan & all your fans 

 



St. Patrickõs 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
www.stpatrickslucan.ie  
 

 

 

Scoil Mhuire First Holy 

Communion 
Children from Scoil Mhuire 

Woodview/Airlie Heights 

will receive their First Holy 

Communion on this 

Saturday at 11am Mass.   

The Parish Mass on that day will be at 9.30am 

 

Scoil Mhuire Mass 

On this Sunday we welcome the Pupils, Staff, 

Board of Management and Parents of Scoil Mhuire 

Woodview/Airlie heights to 12 oôclock Mass.  
Children from Sixth Class will introduce the Mass, 

read the Readings and Prayer of the Faithful and 

present the Gifts of Bread and Wine.  As usual at 

12 oôclock Mass, the Folk Group will lead the 

singing.  We congratulate all at Scoil Mhuire on 

this the Silver Jubilee Year of the school. 

 

St Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group 

St. Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group will meet in St 

Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on Monday from 8.30 ï 

9.15pm. All are welcome to join the group in 

prayer. 
 

Pastoral Council 

There will be a meeting of the parish Pastoral 

Council in St Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on 

Thursday next, 14 May at 8pm. 

 

St Thomasô First Holy Communion 

Children from St Thomasô N.S. will receive their 

first Holy Communion on Saturday week, 16th May 

at 10am and 12 noon Mass.   

There will be no other morning Mass on that 

day. 

 

8K Road Race in Adamstown 

Adamstown 8k Road Race takes place on Sunday 

24 May in aid of the Primary Schools in 

Adamstown.  There is over ú5,000 worth of prizes 

to be won.  Cards are available for those who 

would like to take part for the support of the parish. 

 

New Legion of Mary Praesidium 

The Legion of Mary has begun a new Praesidium 

in St. Patrickôs.  It is known as the Praesidium of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  The meetings take 

place in St Patrickôs Pastoral centre on Fridays 7.30 

ï 9pm.  New members are most welcome. 

 

 

Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like 

to receive Holy Communion on 1st Fridays and on 

each Sunday, please telephone the parish office at 

6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am and 

12.30pm 
 

Esker Trip to Knock  takes place Sat. 23rd May. 

Coach Fare ú20. All money must be in two weeks 

prior to 23rd May. Ph. Ann McDonald 6211060 or 

Betty Collins 6282812 or  

Marie McBride (Hillcrest) 6241829 

Bus will leave Statoil Lucan 7.30am; A.G.P. 

7.30am; Hillcrest 7.40am;  Dodsboro Statue 

7.50am. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Underground Ireland 
Sat. 16

th
 May 2009 

7.30am ï 10.30pm 

 

Join the 

Franciscan Monks of Moyross 
with 

Dublin Gospel Choir 
for  

Night of Prayer, Praise & Music 
in 

Our Lady of the Angels Church 

Church St., 

Everyone Welcome. 

 

More info 
www.catholicundergroundireland.com 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Gertrude Nugent 
 

The family of the late Gertrude Nugent would like 

to sincerely thank all those who sympathised with 

them on her passing, attended her Funeral Mass, 

sent cards and offered support.  A very special 

thanks to V. Rev. Fr Joe Coyne PP, to 

Blanchardstown Hospital and Cunninghams 

Funeral Home. 

 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for 

your intentions. 



St Maryõs Parish Lucan 

www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 

 

Rejuvenating our Parish Website 
The Parish Council plans to engage a professional 

provider to help redesign and rejuvenate the parish 

website. 

A small team will be needed to work through the 

development stages. While an appreciation of 

computers would be a bonus, some training will be 

provided. The main thing is a willingness to help 

set up the website and afterwards to maintain and 

develop it further as needed. 

The field of communications is a vital ministry for 

the church today. A well designed and maintained 
website will provide an opportunity to reach out to 

our parishioners at home and abroad.  

If you have already volunteered or are interested in 

becoming involved with the website team, please 

come along to the first meeting on Tuesday next 

12th May 8.30pm to 9.30pm at the Parish Centre. 

 

Tax Returns:  

Thanks to all returning their forms ï 71% have 

arrived ï keep them coming.  if you are self-

assessed and havenôt received a receipt, please let 
me know. 

 

Car Park 

Why is it taking so long to repair the walls?  

Thereôs now a plan to widen the entrance which 

also means altering the barriers.  Please be patient. 

 

Prayer Group 

We meet every Wednesday night in Room 3 in the 

Parish Centre.  Everyone welcome to join us in 

prayer.  Rosary 7.45.  Meeting 8 ï 9.30. 

 

Christian Meditation  

ñMany people are frightened because they doubt if 

it is real prayer.  Traditionally we have been taught 

that prayer is talking to God.  this leaves us with a 

feeling that if weôre not talking, we are not praying.  

But if we believe that God is the centre of Reality, 

then we are making a great act of praise & worship 

by simply attentively being in his presence.ò From 

óA Wider Visionô by Gerry Pierse CSSR 

Every Tuesday at 8pm. All welcome! 

Sr Geraldine 6217158 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South      
www.lucansouthparish.net  
 

Thanks to all who gave EASTER DUES 
donations.  And thanks to all who contribute to 

parish funds through standing order.                     

If anyone else would like to use this method of 

donation, forms are available in the sacristy. 

 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration takes place every Friday from  

10:00am ï 3:00pm. 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group:  Monday nights 

8:00 ï 9:00pm. 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays, 9:45 ï 10:45am. 
 

Baptism 

Parents who wish to have their 

child Baptised, are invited to 

attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in 

the Church on  Wednesday,  

13th May at 7:30pm 

 

We welcome into the Christian Community:   

Aoi bheann Meade  

Siobh án Sinnott 
Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

Parish Website    

Our parish website is currently being updated. 

Check it out at lucansouthparish.net 
 

Service of Light 

All Confirmation Candidates and their parents and 
sponsors are invited to take part in the Service of 

Light in preparation for the Confirmation 

Ceremony on Tuesday, 26th May @ 7:30pm.  

 

Minutes of Pastoral Council Meeting 

The Minutes are available at the back of the 

Church.  Next meeting Thursday, 28th May.  

 

Sympathy 
Deepest sympathy from all in the Parish to the 

family of Richard Kearney from Foxborough and     

Jamie Rafferty from Larkfield who died in a tragic 
accident last weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ROSARY 
will be recited 

each weekday evening 
during the month of May, 

at 7pm in the small green,  

Beech Park. 

Please join in. 

Amen 
 

Support Service for male victims of Domestic 

Abuse. Weekly support group meeting in St 

Anneôs Resource Centre, Navan. 8 ï 10pm. 
Contact 0469023718 for further information. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ainôt I a Woman? 
 

That man over there say 

a woman needs to be helped into carriages 

and lifted over ditches 

and to have the best place everywhere. 

nobody ever helped me into carriages 

or over mud puddles 
or gives me a best place... 
 

And ainôt I a woman? 

Look at me 

Look at my arm! 
I have plowed and planted 

and gathered into barns 

and no man could head me... 

and ainôt I a woman? 

I could work as much 

and eat as much as a man 

 ïwhen I could get to it ï 

and bear the lash as well 

and ainôt I a woman? 

I have borne thirteen children  

and seen most all sold into slavery 

and when I cried out a motherôs grief 
none but Jesus heard me.. 
 

And ainôt I a woman? 

That little man in black there say 
a woman canôt have as much rights as a man 

cause Christ wasnôt a woman 

Where did your Christ come from? 

From God and a woman! 

Man had nothing to do with him! 

If the first woman God ever made 

was strong enough to turn the world  

upside down, all alone 

together women ought to be able to turn it 

rightside up again. 
 

Sojourner Truth 

1797-1883 b. USA 

Donõt Call Alligator Long-Mouth 
Till You Cross River 
 
Call alligator long-mouth 
call alligator saw-mouth 
call alligator pushy-
mouth 
call alligator scissors-
mouth 
call alligator bumpy-
bum 
call alligator all dem rude word 
but better wait 
  till you cross river 

John Agard b. 1949 Guyana 
 

 

 

Lough Derg 
A One-day Retreat is being organised for Saturday 

23rd May.  For further information please phone 

Ann (Lucan) Ph. 6282022 / 086-3752566.  Ann 
(Leixlip) Ph. 6245831 / 087-2792148. 

 

 

The campaign against high-rise 

development at Griffeen Avenue 

continues with a Protest this 

Saturday 9th May at 12 noon for just 

one hour at the lands across from the 

Griffeen Centra Store.   

Itôs hard to imagine any housing development 

going ahead in these days when we see vacant 
apartments all over the place and no sign of the 

market improving. 

Another local paper bites the dust 

If the job in the Newsletter ever makes me 

redundant, I can't look for a job with the Leitrim 

Post, 'cos it has now played the last post! Soon that 

provincial newspaper will be just a memory for 

future generations and won't be able to record the 

fact that a Leitrim team has got to an All Ireland 

final - in Parnell Park on Friday next when 

Katherine Lynch's Dromahair takes on Derek 

Davis' Glasdrumman, Co. Down in the final of 
Celebrity Bainisteoir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Dramatic Society 

SIVE 
Important Notice 

Tonight (Friday) our performance of Sive will 

commence at 7.45 instead of the advertised 

time of 8.30pm.  Due to technical difficulties, 

we have curtain up at the earlier time. 
 

Apologies to all our patrons for any 

inconvenience this may cause.  Thanking you 

for your support.  PRO 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to 

Niamh and Domhnall 
who will be married in St Maryôs 

on this Saturday 9th May 

Lots of love & Bless you both! 

Lucan Writers Group 



Anniversaries 
 
MARIE CLERKIN 
5th Anniversary ï 11th May 

Mass will be celebrated at 10 oôclock on Monday 

11th May at St. Patrickôs, Esker and at 11am at 
Holy Sacrament Chapel, Bachelors Walk on 

Saturday 9th. 

Sadly missed by Paddy, Gerard & all the Clerkin & 

Mahon families 

 

JOSEPH HOWLETT (Brother)  
7th Anniversary ï 9th May 

As each day dawns and starts anew 

And each day ends, we think of you 

And in between, no matter where 

Deep in our hearts, you are always there. 

Sadly missed by his wife Mary, daughters 

Bernardine & Mena, sons Joseph & John, 

grandchildren, great grand-daughters & sisters 

Also remembering his brother Bernard who died 6th 

April 2002. R.I.P. 

 

MARGARET (Peggy) NOLAN 
12th Anniversary ï 11th May 

You brought us up so lovingly 

With so much love and care 

You set a fine example 

And you were always there 

If we were asked one question 
Why we thought the world of you 

We would give a million answers 

And each one would be true 

Your shadow walks beside us 

You are forever by our sides 

Always there to guide us 

Since the day you left our lives 

We try to hide the heartache 

As we know that we must do 

Because we were so privileged 

To have had a Mam like you. 

Missed & loved by your family 
Also remembering Daddy & Eileen. 

 
 

Transport Users 
I see a big fuss being made of the number of 

summons thrown out in court and the state is losing 
out. This adds more to the belief that the safety 

scheme is mainly revenue. The court system has 

worked well over the years and there is no need to 

change it. Our fear is that those who prepare the 

laws want to bypass the court and bring in a similar 

system as with the penalty points. If you go to 

court they could be doubled. As a result, many 

people accept a penalty in the wrong because they 

are afraid they could end up with a double penalty. 

This is not justice by any means. If itôs not broke, 

donôt fix it! We donôt want this type of law 

extended, as the moving vehicle is the easy target. 

Finally this Sunday 10th May, route 151 will extend 

down from Adamstown to near Superquinn, 
turning right at Blakeôs Cross and up Griffeen 

Avenue. First buses on Sunday 7.40, 8.30, 8.55, 

9.30, 9.55, 10.25, 10.50 and then every 20 minutes. 

First buses Monday to Friday 6.00, 6.15, 6.30 and 

then every 15 minutes. First buses on Saturday 

6.30, 6.45, then every 15 minutes. 

Tom Newton 086-3127364 

 
Lifeôs Ultimate Task 

A Prayer-Reflection 
 

What is lifeôs most important task? 

To grow old with a cheerful heart, 

To be still, even when I would like to be active, 

To be silent, when I would like to talk, 

To have hope even in times of frustration; 

To carry my cross in humility and serenity of heart. 

To put aside envy even when I see younger people 

Walking Godôs path full of health and energy, 

To humbly accept help from others 

When it is I who would rather give help. 

So, when I can no longer be useful 
For others because of frailty, 

I need, gently and humbly, 

To accept the heavy burden of old age as 

A GIFT FROM GOD 

 

I have a heart that has been in use a long time. 

And now God is giving it a final polishing 

So that I can return to my true home 

All bright and shiny. 

To gradually release myself from 

The chains that bind me to this world, 

Is indeed a wonderful world. 
When I can no longer do things, let me accept 

This restriction with humility. 

However, for my closing years, 

God has kept for me 

The important work of all, and that is ... 

PRAYER 

 

Even if I can no longer do anything else with  

my hands 

Right to the very end I can still join those  

hands in prayer. 
I can pray, asking God to bless all those I love. 

As I approach my death, 

May I hear Godôs voice when he says, 

ñCOME! YOU ARE MY FRIEND 

I WILL NEVER DESERT YOUò. 

 

From Autumn of Life (1973) 



 

 
 

 
ñPolitical meetings held during election time were 

another source of diversion that had their moments 

of hilarity and drama. All the political parties, and 

there were a lot more at the time, held their 
meetings outside Dick Symes the bookies (Pat 

Toolin). The politicians made their speeches 

without the use of a microphone and their platform 

was the back of a lorry. The whole area between 

Giltraps grocers (La Banca) and Doyles Pub (now 

Kennys) would be packed for the occasion.  

 

One big difference between present day election 

meetings and then was the absence of political 

posters. Perhaps there was an occasional hand 

written one. Most slogans were written at night, the 

most popular place was the Chapel Hill, which was 
the direction most people would travel as the 

Polling Station was in the old boys school (St. 

Maryôs Church yard). One of the best remembered 

slogans was painted in six-foot letters extolling the 

merits of the Labour candidate who at the time was 

Seán Dunne. It read: ñIf Dunne canôt do it, it 

canôt be doneò. The late Martin Keegan who was 

a director of elections for Fianna Fáil was so 

incensed when he was informed about this ploy by 

Labour that he went further up the Chapel Hill and 

painted in even larger letters ñVote for Dunne and 

you will be Doneò. This was the dilemma that 

faced the voters as they made their way to cast their 

vote. 

 

For some reason Sean Dunne always seemed to 

incur the wrath of Fianna fail supporters. Paddy 

Feeney who was a staunch Fianna fail supporter 

always tried to disrupt any meetings held by any of 

the other political parties. The method he used to 

disrupt meetings was to stand on the top step of 

Giltraps (Carrols) the butchers, armed with the 
horn of an old wind-up gramophone, which he used 

to amplify his abuse. As Seán Dunne was speaking, 

Paddy was doing his utmost to disrupt his speech 

and to the annoyance of Paddy, Dunne completely 

ignored him. Frustrated at being ignored, Paddy 

discarded his horn and made his way down to the 

front of the lorry and shouted up at Dunne, ñWhere 

was your old fellow in 1916?ò Dunne paused for a 

moment from his narrative and repeated the 

question he had been asked for all to hear. ñWellò 

said Dunne, ñI have an answer I want you all to 

hear ï I do recall my father telling me ï that in 
1916 he was hiding under the same bed as the man 

who asked me the question.ò 

 

Paddy Bourke was the Fianna Fail candidate for 

as long as I can remember. It was always his policy 

to pay a visit to the forge prior to election day, and 

his invitation to the regulars to wet their whistle 

was never refused. Hew as the most popular 

politician in the area of c. Dublin, always topping 
the poll. 

 

I recall with clarity one speech he made in which 

he told his audience of boom times that were just 

around the corner, and not only would there be full 

employment for everyone in Ireland, but also for 

the many thousands who had taken the emigrant 

boat to England. He ended his address with these 

words which I will never forget ñThe only problem 

I can envisage, is that we wonôt have enough ships 

to bring all our emigrants home.ò Some things 

never change. 
 

It was also from the back of a lorry that local man 

Michael Gannon was to launch his political 

career. A mill worker by profession he was a 

product of the Boys National School. Prior to his 

first political speech, quite a few people were 

prepared to scoff a little and were saying things 

like, ñWhat would a mill worker know about the 

world of politics?ò  It was not long before they 

realised their doubts were unfounded.  

 
It was not so much what he said as how he said it. 

He was a brilliant orator and his sincerity reached 

out like a beacon that won him many new disciples. 

He gave a lot of credibility to the old saying of 

óJack Dashô ï That life itself was the greatest 

university.ò I recall asking an old wise resident of 

the village what he thought of Michaelôs speech. 

He considered my question and answered thus: ñHe 

spoke a lot of common sense, but he did use a lot 

of ójawbreakersôò, which was fair comment. 

 

From his baptism into politics, Michael was to go 
from success to success. He never had an office, 

but his home was open house for anyone who had a 

problem. Hew as ably abetted in his worm by his 

able lieutenant Jack Donnelly. Though a lot of his 

time was taken up as Michaelôs election agent, Jack 

still found the time and the energy to work for any 

cause that was for the betterment of the people of 

the village. If one was to compile a list of Lucanôs 

unsung heroes who gave their time and assistance 

to our less fortunate citizens, Michael and Jack 

would heave to be near the top of the list.ò 
 

 

 

From ñSome Lucan Memoriesò by Kevin Murray, 

1929 ï 1995. 

 

 

VOTE, VOTE, VOTE!  



              CHOOL    

              NEWS  

 

 

Coláiste Phádraig  
Parents Association    
colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net 

Mobile Contact: 086  - 0516596 
 

The 6th year students at Coláiste Phádraig have 

plans to commemorate Jamie Rafferty and Richie 

Kearney in the schoolôs memorial garden. The 

school wishes to ensure the families and friends of 

Jamie and Richie that every effort will be made to 

keep the memories of them very much alive in the 

school. Memorials will be erected in their memory 

and soccer tournaments will be arranged at a later 
date in their honour. The passing of Jamie and 

Richie has impacted the whole school.   We the 

Parents Association together with your teachers 

and staff at Coláiste Phádraig wish to assure all 

students particularly the 6th year students that we 

are always available to offer you support and 

encouragement at any time as you struggle to come 

to terms with this tragedy.   
 

Coláiste Phádraig Parents Association would like 

to take this opportunity to thank Principal Mr. 

Murtagh, his teachers and staff for their response to 
the tragic deaths of Jamie Rafferty and Richie 

Kearney. Your support is very much appreciated by 

us the parents/ guardians. Thank you. 
 

The following events will take place this week 

having been cancelled as a mark of respect to 

Jamie Rafferty and Richie Kearney are now 

scheduled to take place as follows:- 

May Day Raffle: The May Day Raffle will take 

place in the school on Friday 8th May 2009 in the 

school at 2pm.  Best of luck to all.      

Sponsored 5-A-Side Soccer Marathon 
Fundraiser: The sponsored 5-A-Side soccer 

marathon will also be held in the school on the 8th 

May. 
 

School Uniform: There is a change to the school 

attire for students for the school year commencing 

in September 2009.  The v-neck jumper is to be 

phased out with the introduction of a round neck 

jumper. Those that opt for the round neck jumper 

will not be required to wear a neck tie. The 

students who wish to continue to wear the v-neck 

jumper may continue to do so but they must also 
wear a neck tie.    The school uniform for Junior 

students will be provided by Alan Buggle from 

Future Star Clothing Ltd and Arnotts with the 

Senior uniform being provided from Head to Toe.     

At the moment it is planned that there will a 

number of days set aside in the school prior to the 

school re-opening in September to allow 

parents/guardians to purchase the apparel.  Details 

to follow form the school to all students, similarly 

details will be posted here as soon as they come to 

hand. 
 

Graduation Dates 

6
th

 Years:  The 6th year graduation will take place 

in St. Maryôs Parish Hall on the 19th May 2009 

commencing with mass at 7pm with light 

refreshment afterwards. 
 

Transition Year:   The Transition year graduation 

will take place in Coláiste Phádraig on the 21st May 

2009 commencing with mass at 7pm with light 

refreshment afterwards. 
 

State/School Exams: With only a few weeks to go 
to the start of the State/School Exams please keep 

up youôre studying as time spent now will pay off, 

and donôt forget if your having difficulties with a 

subject do not be afraid to ask for help. 

 

 

 

Lucan Community College  
Parents Association 
 

WIN AN AUTOGRAPHED IRISH SOCCER JERSEY 
 Lucan Community College, Parent's Association 
are running a special fund raising raffle with top 

prize of an Irish Soccer jersey autographed by 

some of our Irish International Players.     
 

Simply return to the College ú5 contained in an 

enveloped marked IRISH JERSEY  - and on the 

outside of the envelope include your name, address 

and day time contact number.      
 

Draw will take place in the College on 

TUESDAY 12th May.  
  

 ANYTHING GOES  - 
congratulations to the TY students 

who are on the final run of their very successful 

show ANYTHING GOES.    
 

Thursday 7th and Friday 8th May are the final 

nights for this very colourful, entertaining 

production befitting any top establishment.    
 

Congratulations to all involved and we encourage 

past pupils and parents to support this very 

excellent production.  

 

 

Congratulations  
to Scoil Mhuire, Airlie/Woodview Heights, who 
are celebrating their 25th Anniversary. Rumour has 

it that there will be a special visitor to the school 

for the occasion. More anon.   

mailto:colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Taste of Stewartsééé.. 
 

RRoossssee  CCoouurr tt  RReessttaauurr aanntt     
in  

Balgaddy  
provides a new culinary experience  

open to the public, Monday to Friday 8am ï 5pm. 
 

Our selection ranges from Hearty Cooked 

Breakfasts to Healthy Continental Breakfast, a 

variety of Traditional and International Cuisine for 

Lunch and a selection of Mouth Watering 
Homemade Desserts and Scones for our Afternoon 

Tea.  

We look forward to your visit and welcoming you 

to our Restaurant. 
 

Now Open Saturdays  

(from 9
th

 May).  

9am ï 2pm. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Reader writes....... 
While exploring St. Catherines Park 

recently, we found a tiny box secreted 

in sole old walls. ï Named óGeocacheô, 

it contains a small logbook and some items left by 

people who also found and returned it to its place. 
Each person placed a small item ï pebble etc, and 

logged their passage through St. Catherines.  One is 

requested to put in a wee token, and if one would 

wish to take a token!) ï óGeocacheô ï a mystery! 
 

Another curiosity  ï Again old walls. 

This time the wall of the Italian Ambassadorôs 

Residence, towards the end of Tandyôs Lane, and 

nearby are 2 drain grills ï evidence of an ancient 

arch, with a corresponding old arch in the wall 

directly opposite. Fascinating ï any ideas please. 
 

We saw a beautiful Goldcrest feeding at our conifer 
this spring. 
 

An unusually high number of long-tailed Tits 

visited our trees and shrubs this Winter and Spring. 

B.M.C. 

 

Note:  
The demesne wall at the bottom of Tandyôs Lane 

has a built-up entrance. This particular stretch of 
wall was built between 1773 ï 1780 to enclose 

Veseyôs estate. The feature mentioned was no great 

arch, just a plain gate/door way. It may have been 

for access to Tandyôs Lane or the Main Celbridge 

Road, or equally to provide access to the Bath 

House on the other side of the wall. 

There were various accesses along the wall 

between Lucan and Leixlip.  
 

Not sure about the drains mentioned, but an 

underground stream flows down from Dodsboro at 

this point.  
 

Years ago, before Ardeevin Estate was built, the 

stream was visible where the road turns into 

Ardeevin. People from Dodsboro Cottages used to 

leave their bikes alongside when they came down 

to get the bus to Dublin, and would you believe the 

bikes were still there when they returned! 
 

When Ardeevin was built, the stream was covered 

over. It is still possible to hear it gushing under the 

Main Road as it makes its way to the Liffey. 

 

 

Mount Pleasant! 
Regarding last weekôs map showing Mount 

Pleasant where the present Laraghcon estate is, a 

reader has sent me a copy of another old map 

showing the same site. A bit of delving is 
required..... 

More anon!                              m.m.  

 

Diabetes Awareness Talk (T4D1) 
Monday 11th May, 7.30pm 

 

John McMullan, a diabetic for 20 years,  

will host a  

Fun Awareness Talk  
in St. Maryôs Parish Centre. 

Everyone is welcome to come  
to this much needed event. 

 

Phone John 087-9616281 
 

Diabetes Federation of Ireland 

Keable Young Generation 
 

Next Tuesday 12th May 
at 8.30pm 

In Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club 
 

Tables of 4 - ú30 

 
All Welcome 

A Good Night Guaranteed! 



  
 

/  

 

 

 

 

 
Pride of place this week is senior footballers who beat 
All Ireland champs Kilmacud Crokes in 1st round of 
championship by 5 pts.  

Congratulations to Orla Beagan on being made captain 
of Dublin U13 Camogie team. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz report : Thanks to Seamus Clandillon for 

organizing the seventh season of Autumn/Spring series 
of quizzes, which concluded last week with victory 
overall going to B.Freemanôs team who won a playoff 

against P Ryanôs team. Well done to all the quizmasters 
F.Fleming, R Breen, G Meascall, D Keenan, E Mc 
Brearty, D Herlihy, S Clandillion. Thanks also to Liam, 
bar staff and to R Barnes for his dependable contribution 
throughout. See you all again in September!!  
 

Boys Feile: Hard luck to both U14 boysô teams who 
participated in Feile Peil at the weekend. The U14Aôs 

traveled to Fingallians and despite a gallant effort failed 
to progress. The U14Bs were in nearby St. Pats and 
while they won one of their first round games, that too 
was not enough. U14 management would like to thank 
parents and players for their commitment and continued 

help. Girls Feile: Well done to girls who reached the 

semi final before losing to eventual winners St 
Anneôs. Player of the match v St Anne's was Emma 
Flannery. Mentors would like to thank everyone 
involved in showcasing the Div3 feile in the 12th lock 
and for the many kind words from other clubs on such 

great organization. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Senior Football: Lucan Sarsfields produced a great 

team performance to overcome Kilmacud Crokes in the 
Dublin Senior Championship on Friday night. They 
never trailed the All Ireland Champions over the course 
of the hour, attacking with pace and purpose and 

defending in numbers. A first half goal from  James 

O'Neill following a superb move which involved Dan 
Gallagher, Stephen O'Shaughnessy and Pater Callaghan, 
gave them the half time edge 1-05 to 0-05 and a second 
half goal from a brilliant finish by John Doyle stretched 
their lead. Further points from John Doyle (4), Peter 

Callaghan (2), David Quinn (2), Dan Gallagher and 
Declan O'Shaughnessy over the hour saw them 
overcome Crokes in the end by 2-10 to 1-08. The team 
now faces St. Marks in the second round. 
 

U16F: Hard luck to both U16s who lost both 

championship semi-finals on B/H. 
 

U12F: Pride of the parish as the U12 football team 

reached the Div 1 cup Final by beating unbeaten 
Ballyboden in semi final with a score 2.13 to 1.02. Best 
on the night was Paul Crummy, Paul Rigney, Jordon 
Dowling, Cathal Mulvaney and again a solid preference 
from goal keeper Dylan Lacey. Div 1 Cup Final 23rd 
May. Venue TBA. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Minor Hurling: Lucan Played Fingal Gaels in Rush in 

their 5th league outing this year. Within 5 minutes of the 
start, S McClelland put the ball in the Fingal net to put 
Lucan in front. Scores followed from B Torsney, S 
Alamgir and S McClelland to consolidate this lead by 
half time 1-6 to 0-5. The start of the second half saw 
Lucan take control and continued to notch up scores 
while the backs kept Fingal scoreless for the first 15 
minutes. All 6 Lucan backs were in top form with 

outstanding performances from A Parsons, J Cavanagh 
and S O'Keeffe.  Goalkeeper S. Claffey and sub goalie 
N.Stagg both proved themselves to be solid under 
pressure and were well able to clear ball off their line 
when called upon. The final score reflected the good 
performance from this team on the day. Final score 
Lucan 2-12 Fingal Gaels 1-8. 
 

Condolences to Aisling, Cian Mc Hugh and 

family on the passing of their grandfather Richard. 
 

Saturday night music by Dionsé. 
 

Club Shop Opening Hours: Saturday 10:30am ï 

11:30am & Wednesday 7:30pm -8:30pm. 
 

LOTTO : Nos 06 ï 17 ï 20 ï 24 No Winner. Don't 

forget you can always enter our Lotto online by clicking 
on www.lucansarsfields.ie . This Sundayôs lotto, 

sponsored by Newcastle golf centre, and Hugh 
McGonigleôs team in action. Jackpot is ú6,000. Please 
support our sponsors. Lotto:  Three ways to play our 
weekly Lotto. Just three clicks and you can enter online 
at www.lucansarsfields.ie. Easier again is our Direct 
Debit option (Easy Play) ï details in the Bar. Or  fill in a 
weekly ticket and drop it into the Lotto Box in the Bar. 
Each entry costs just ú2. EVERY entry helps us and 

could help you to a Jackpot. 

      CUMANN NA  

SÁIRSÉALAIGH  

       LEAMHCÁIN  

www.lucansarsfields.ie 

GAA 125 Lá n gClub ï Sunday May 10
th 

Support this memorable occasion 
Treasure Hunt/Colouring Comp for Kids 

Puc Fada/Kick Fada for all. 
Camogie, Hurling, Ladies and Menôs Football 

Matches by those who brought the Club to Senior 
Level. Meet some of the 1958 hurling team. 

Time Capsule to be buried for 125 years. 
Pizzas and Burgers available on the day. 

Music by Teacht le Cheile 

RACE NIGHT (Fifth Annual) 
Friday 15

th
 May 

Start time @9.00. 
Entry forms from mentors or Bar 

Mentors asked to return forms before weekend. 
Only Donkeys available available on night, so 

buy your thoroughbred now. 

Nurseries. 
Football: Sunday 1.30-2.30 in 12th Lock 
Hurling:  Saturday 2.30-3.30 in 12th Lock 
Camogie: Thursdays 18.30-19.30 in Willsbrook. 
Sundays 11.00-12.00 AGP1. 
Girls Football:  Saturday 12th Lock ï 2 ï 3 pm. 

http://www.lucansarsfields.ie
http://www.lucansarsfields.ie


 

 

 

 

LUCAN PITCH & PUTT CLUB 
Results of the Weekend Competitions.  

In the Frank Brophy Memorial competition the 

overall winners in the ladies and gents were 

Kathleen Croke with a score of 82pts and Ted 

Flynn scoring 89pts [back 18] with Angela 
Shanahan on 79pts and Liam Poole on 89pts 

finishing r/up.  In the Gents Grades Chris 

Gallagher won the seniors with a score of 84pts 

and in the Inters John Carey won with 87pts and 

the Junior Grade was won by Frank Loakman with 

a score of 87pts [back 18]. The Ladies Senior 

Grade was won by Philo Condron with 78pts, the 

Inter Grade was taken by Annemarie Dooley with 

78pts and the Junior Grade was won by Siobhan 

McDonnell on 77pts [back 18]. Jonathan Dillon 

took the honours in the best 18 Nett with 48pts and 
Anthony Malone won the best 18 Gross with a 

score of 43. In the normal weekend competition 18 

Gross for the Gents and 18 Nett for the Ladies. 

Philip Sweeney won the Seniors with a score of 45 

Gross; Vincent Kavanagh took the Inter Grade with 

a score of 49 and in the Junior 

Grade Tom McMorrow won with a 

score of 55. The ladies had only 

one overall winner due to low entry 

this was won by Kathleen Croke 

with a score of 48 Nett. 

Sunday the 3rd of May we had the Lucan Scratch 
Cup which was sponsored by Terry Cassidy of 

Lucan Racing. 

Lucan players wiped the board taking all the prizes 

with Chris Gallagher showing great form winning 

the cup with a score of 141 over 54 holes [46, 46 & 

49]. In second place Dave Hayden took the 

honours with a score of 145 and Darren Kane beat 

Steven Keegan for the third spot with a score of 

146 on the final 18. Philo Condron took the ladies 

title with a score of 107 beating Barbara Furlong 

on the back 18 and Anthony Malone won the best 
last 18 with a score of 49. 

Next weekends competition is an 18 Nett which 

starts at 5pm on Friday the 7th of May. 

Best of luck to all the Lucan teams competing in 

the National Scramble in St Bridgetôs and Ryston 

on Saturday the 8th of May. 

Lotto  numbers for last Sunday drawn by Noel 

Leonard were 4, 8 & 13. One winner, our Vice 

Captain Sean Dillon. Well done Sean 

congratulations. 

 

 
 

ST. MARY'S LUCAN BRIDGE CLUB 
Our A.G.M  will be held at 10 a.m. on MONDAY 

11th May 2009.  We would ask all members to 

attend as there are some items for discussion which 

relate to the running of the Club. 

 
 

LUCAN UNITED F.C. 
Lotto  Nos: 2-7-9-24.  

ú50 winners- J.Cassidy, C/o Shane, Aidan 

Donovan c/o Mono.  Next weeks Jackpot ú3900.  

If you interested in joining the lotto contact Ann 

016241555. 

Congratulations to Lucan under 10s who reached 

the 10A Cup final with a 2-0 

win over Cherry Orchard.  To 

the Senior Sunday side who 

reached the Vere Deane cup 
final with a 3-1 over DAA and 

the Semi Final of the Pollycoff 

Cup with a 2-0 win over Mid 

Sutton. To the Under 10 girls who won the Belle 

Cup last weekend in Eniskerry. 

Lucan United have 60 sq mtrs of Office space 
for rental  in prime locations in Lucan. Also 

includes kitchens and carparking facilities. Contact 

John on 0879088085 
The FAI Summer School will run from the 6th to 

10th of July this year. You can book your place on 

the FAI website in February. Places are limited so 
book fast. 

Quiz Night Lucan United FC Quiz in Kennyôs 

Pub in Lucan village last Thursday the 23rd was a 

big success thank you to everyone who supported 

on the night. 

Our next big event is our Golf Classic on the 

22nd May ï details will follow next week. 

Lucan United thank you for your support. All funds 

raised will be used to build an all-weather pitch in 

Lucan for our under age teams to play matches on 

during the winter months. During the day time the 
pitch will be available to Scoil Mhuire for sports 

and in the evening time the pitch will be for 

training. 

 

 

LUCAN LADIES GOLF CLUB 
Ladies Competition Results 

Thursday 30 April 2009    

Winner: Ana Dunne   H/C 19  24 Points   

Runner Up:  Marie Flanagan H/C 25 24 Points 

3
rd

: Helen Downes H/C 30 24 Points 

4
th
:  Terry Keane H/C 30 23 Points    

5
th
: Rosemary Corkery H/C 21  22 Points. 

 

 


