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GLUAIS ς Learning to Lead 

The March weather, alternating between bright sunshine and blustery showers is heralding 

the arrival of spring in traditional schizophrenic manner.  As flowers blossom and trees start 

budding at the start of a new season itôs hard to believe that for second level students the year 

is almost at an end.  There are only seven more weeks at school, I am reliably told, allowing 

for Easter holidays.   
 

On Tuesday night I had the pleasure of attending the graduation of Leaving Cert. pupils from 

seven schools in the vicinity who had completed a year of GLUAIS ï the Training for 

Leadership course run by the CYC.  You may remember that this time last year I went to 

Kerdiffstown House, near Johnstown, after their initial residential week of training.  Then 

they were bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, full of fun and anxious to get started.  The students 

came from St Josephôs College, Lucan Community College, Col§iste Ciar§n Leixlip, 

Kylemore Community College, St Kevinôs Community College, Collinstown Community 

College, and Deansrath Community College (who hosted the graduation evening). 
 

One year on, the giggly Fifth Years of last April had turned into elegant young men and 

women who were no longer shy about taking their place on the stage to give an account of 

their year and accept their diplomas.  Among the things they had undertaken were: a visit to 

the local Primary Schools to tell incoming 1
st
 Years what to expect; welcoming the new 

students to the school in September and helping them to find their feet, so to speak; running 

Discos and Quizzes and Talent Shows and generally being willing to help out with anything 

that needed to be done.  Each group reported how much they themselves had learned during 

the year.  They had learned to respect one another and other students, and discovered that 

Leading a group didnôt mean being the group, but being part of a group where everyone has a 

voice that must be listened to.  Their programme had necessitated approaching teachers and 

ósellingô their ideas to them so that permission could be given.  It hadnôt always been easy to 

keep up enthusiasm, to arrange meetings and encourage each one to pull their weight, but 

they had managed and had become good workmates and even better friends in the process. 

 

They were simply wonderful young folk and I am most impressed that this course was made 

available by the schools and the Youth Service.  It is such a valuable preparation for the rest 

of their lives. I understand this yearôs Gluais participants are in the process of being selected 

and encourage anyone who has the opportunity to grasp it with both hands. 

Joan OôFlynn 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Bonjour,  

DzieŒ Dobry,  

   Mambo,  

 

Hello and Dia 

dhuit from Liffey Sound.   

Have you heard Tomas on 

Wednesday 6/7pm greet you in 

Polish DzieŒ Dobry?  

Afro Soul with Jude on Saturdays 5/6pm says 

Mambo to all his listeners.  

Bonjour from Amedee, who is a French delight, 
on Saturdays 6/7pm.  

Ceol, caint agus craic le Tess Sundays 5/6pm.   

Just a flavour of Liffey Soundôs multicultural 

weekly broadcasts on 96.4fm. 

 

Reminder: Friday 3 April 2009 is the closing date 

for applications for the position of Station Manager 

(Voluntary) with Liffey Sound.  Ring 6219425 for 

further details. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Lucan Toastmasters 
 

The next meeting of Toastmasters is on 

Thursday night , 2nd of April, at 8pm , in the 

Springfield  Hotel. This is our Speech 

competition night , where the winning toastmaster 

might even  represent the club in the US of A. 

Guests welcome. look us up on the web 

(lucantoastmasters ) or 
www.lucan.freetoasthost.info     .Or you can 

phone/text  Liam ,our PRO on 087 2746931. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Marie Keating Foundation 

FLORA WOMENS 

MINI MARATHON  
Monday June 1

st
 2009 

 

Join Glenda Gilson as she raises 

funds for the Marie Keating 

Foundation in the Flora Womenôs 

Mini Marathon 

 

To get your sponsorship pack 

please contact Fiona on  

01 628 3728 

 

 

 

 

Chernobyl Childrenôs Appeal (Irl) 
Lucan Group 
 

DEFINITELY FINAL CALL : Whilst we were 

granted a short time extension to seek more 

families to take a Chernobyl child for this 

summerôs family holiday, the final date is Tuesday 

next, 31st March. All enquiries please, and without 

obligation, to the undersigned. In the meantime our 

sincere thanks to all those families who have 

registered for this summerôs holiday programme. 

Derek Keating Co-ordinator, 087 285 7435 

 

 

 

Thank You 
I thank all my friends for their help and 

support on Daffodil Day.   We raised 

ú6,144. God Bless. Margaret Hynes 

 

 
 

Lucan Lions Club 
 
Gala Concert Night 2009 
in aid of 4 Lucan Charities 

 
Friday 3rd April   
in the Clarion Hotel 
featuring 

Virginia Kerr, Kathy Nugent 
Eugene Ginty, Jimmy OõByrne 
 

FFoorr  ttiicckkeettss  úú3300    
 

Pat Keane: 0862559488 

Mattie McCabe:0879006999 

Martin Lanigan:0872585723 

 

 

Enable Ireland Tallaght 
 

TABLE QUIZ  
 

Lucan Sarsfields GAA 
Friday 3rd April 

 

8.00pm 
 

Teams of 4 
ú40 per Team 

 

Music on the Night 
Come along for a great night of fun & 

entertainment 

 

http://www.lucan.freetoasthost.info/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defibulator Course in St Maryôs 
Parish Centre 
The course will run over two Friday nights, 17th & 

24th April, from 7 ï 10pm..  if you are interested in 

doing this course, please contact Deirdre in the 

Parish Office at 6217041 

 

 

I.C.A. Notes 
Tues. March 30th: Crafts at 10am 

Ageing with Confidence 2.30 ï 

7pm 

Wed. April 1st: Business Meeting 

8pm.  Competition óName that Tuneô 

Fri. April 2nd: Senior Citizens Social 11am 

Hostesses: ann Byrne & Maura Norton 
Congratulations to Pauline Bligh and Maura Norton 

who received Brannraí at An Grianan this week; 

Pauline for Carrickmacross Lace and Maura for 

Coloured Embroidery. 

No knowing what Crafts we will be introduced to 

next term.   Kathleen 

 

 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
Wed. 1st April: Easter party and Easter bonnet 

competition. 

Wed. 8th:  Closed 

Wed. 15th:  Closed 

Wed. 22nd:  Back from Holidays. 

Committee Rota 

Wed. 1
st
 April : Prim Dempsey, Tess Keogh, Freda 

OôReilly, Catherine Balfe. 

Wed. 22
nd: Pat Dwyer, Helen Hickey, Pauline 

Condron, Mary Brophy 

Wed. 29
th: Moira OôByrne, Peggy McManus, 

Claire McDonald, Irene Stafford. 

Committee  Meeting Tues. 31
st
 March 10.30 

Parish Centre. 

 

 

Found 
Spectacles  in St Maryôs Parish Centre.  Blue beads 

neck string attached.  Collect from Parish Office. 

 

Lucan Drama Group 
     Our spring production of óSIVEô by John B. 

Keane is currently in rehearsal.  Performance dates 
will be from Tuesday May 5

th
 to Friday May 8

th 

inclusive.  Due to ongoing construction and 

development of the Spa Hotel, our new staging 

venue for this production will be the newly 

refurbished County Bar, located on your right at the 

entrance to the hotel. 

     Written over 50 years ago, SIVE has riches in 

character and content.  It tells a classic tale of 

consequences, greed and bitterness.  Determined to 

comply to an arranged marriage with an elderly 

farmer, the outcome is never in doubt.... 

     The Colgan Family are also celebrating their 
golden jubilee of serving the needs of Lucan in the 

hotel and catering business.  It is only fitting that 

we are also celebrating this great achievement by 

presenting a John B. Keane play for all our patrons  

to enjoy.  We acknowledge with gratitude all the 

help and support the Spa Hotel have given Lucan 

Dramatic Society over the years.  We join with you 

in celebrating fifty remarkable years in Lucan.  We 

wish them well in their new endeavours. 

Check our website: www.lucandrama.com 

 
 

Can You Help? 
I am travelling to Kenya at  

Easter with another student and teacher 

representing Lucan Community College as part of 

the Self Help Africa Schools Progamme.   

I would be very grateful for the donations of old 
musical instruments e.g. recorders which will be 

given to the local community there.   

I can arrange collection or alternatively they can be 

dropped in to St Maryôs Parish Centre. 

Gavin Kelly Tel. 6240880 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 
to 

Senan & Heather Clandillion 
on the birth of baby 

Senan 
from The Newsletter Staff 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to a very special MUM 

 
Love you loads! 
Adam, Sean, Caoimhe  XOXOXO 

http://www.lucandrama.com/


Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
 

Adoration and Prayer 

Adoration takes place every Friday 

from 10:00am ï 3:00pm.and 

Monday nights 8:00 ï 9:00pm. 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays,  

9:45 ï 10:45am. 

 
Baptism 

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church on  

Wednesday, 1st April at 7:30pm. 

 
We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community:   

Mervin, Beni, & Kieran Mambo  

Holy Reid 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 

 
Passion 

Anyone interested in taking part in the 

Passion Play on Good Friday, no 

experience necessary, please 

contact   Fr. Donal. 

 
 Family Room 

This room is to help parents train their children 

how to behave in Church. 

It is for smaller children under the supervision of 

their parents. 

 
Penance Services 

Holy Week Penance Services will be held on 

Monday 6
th

 April in Divine Mercy @ 7:30 pm. 

Tuesday 7
th

 April in St. Patrickôs @ 7:30 pm 

Wednesday 8
th

 April in St. Maryôs @ 8:00 pm. 

 
óDo This In Memoryô 

Next preparation Masses for First Holy 

Communion Children and their parents 

is 5th April (Palm Sunday) @ 

10:30am and Thursday 9th April. 

 
Thank You 
Hope Foundation Collection working for the street 

children of Calcutta thank yous for your generous 

contribution to last weekend collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrickõs 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
 

Weekday Mass during Lent:  

Monday to Friday 10am, 7.30pm 

 

Lenten Prayer Groups 

Lenten Prayer Meetings, based in homes 

throughout the parish, will continue this coming 

week.  There is a list of Leaders on display in the 

front porch of the church. 

 

Prayer Group 

St Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group will meet in the 

Pastoral Centre on Monday from 8.30 ï 9.15pm. 

All are welcome to join the group in prayer. 

 

Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like 

to receive Holy Communion on 1st Fridays or on 

Sundays please telephone the parish office at 

6281018, Monday ï Friday, 9.30am ï 12.30pm.  

We will be happy to make arrangements. 

 

Funeral Teams 

There will be a meeting for the Funeral Teams of 

the three Lucan Parishes in St Patrickôs Pastoral 

Centre on Wednesday at 8pm 

 

Pastoral Council 

There will be a meeting of the parish Pastoral 

Council in the Centre on Thurs. next, 2nd April at 

8pm. 

 

Apostolate of Our Lady of Fatima Vigil 
The monthly vigil of the Apostolate of Our Lady of 

Fatima for the month of April will be at St Patrickôs 

Church on Friday next, 3rd April beginning with 

mass at 7.30pm. The full timetable is posted in the 

church porches. 

 

Holy Week Retreat 

The annual Holy Week Retreat will be conducted 

this year by Fr David Gaffney S.J. The Retreat will 

be at 10am and 7.30pm on Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday, 6th 7th & 8th April.  There will be Mass 

at each of these times except on Tuesday when 
there will be a Reconciliation Service with the 

opportunity for individual Confession at 7.30pm. 

The theme of the Retreat will the óThe Familyô. 

 

New Legion of Mary Praesidium 

the Legion of Mary has begun a new Praesidium in 

St. Patrickôs.  It will be known as the Praesidium of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  the meetings take 

place in the Pastoral Centre on Fridayôs 7.30 to 

9pm .  New members are most welcome. 

 

 



Relics of St Therese of Lisieux 

The relics of St. Therese of Lisieux will be in the 

Chapel of the Carmelite Monastery, Roebuck Road, 

Dublin 14 from Saturday 28th March until Saturday 

4th April.  full information is on the notices in the 

porches.  also you can get further information at 
www.roebuckcarmel.com  As a matter of interest, 

the Carmelite Sisters at Roebuck supply the Altar 

Breads we use at Mass in St Patrickôs. 

 

 

 

St Maryõs Parish Lucan 
 

 

Stations (or Way) of the Cross 

Come and join us every Friday 

during Lent for the Way of the 

Cross at 3.10pm 

 

Bible Reading Group  
Monday evenings 8 oôclock in the Nuns Chapel. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Meditation  

ñTo be ñon the wayò in meditation you have to be 

simple enough to turn aside from everything else so 
that you can really be harmonious and free.  

Meditation is openness to a reality that we can only 

discover and only encounter in the depths of our 

being.  So we have to learn to be silent and to be 

profoundly silent.  The extraordinary thing is that, 

in spite of all the distractions of the modern world, 

this silence is perfectly possible for all of us.ò 

from óMoment of Christô by John Main OSB 

Every Tuesday at 8pm.  All welcome! 

Sr Geraldine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL EASTER SALE 
at 

Lucan Methodist Church 
(opposite Village Green) 

Saturday 4
th

 April  

10.30 am ï 2.30pm 

Home & Garden Produce, Bread, Cakes, Jams, 

Bric-A-Brac, Books, Crafts 

and lots more! 

Admission ú2  Children 50c 

ALL WELCOME  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lucan Flower & Garden Club 
Easter Delights! 
Floral Demonstration ñAnything 

Goesò by Sandra Finnegan,  
whose expertise and presentation 

is guaranteed to provide a most 

enjoyable evening in the friendly, 

comfortable environment of  

St Maryôs Parish Centre, Lucan on  

Monday 30
th

 March at 8pm. 

Non Members ú5. All are welcome! 

Refreshments and raffle 
Secretary: Mary Murphy Tel.6280521 

 

Holy Week in St Maryôs 

 
Fr Conor Harper S.J. will lead three days of 

prayers on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

of Holy Week. 

 

He will celebrate 10am and 7.30pm Mass 

with a focus on 

 

EUCHARIST  (Monday) 

HEALING  (Tuesday) 
PENANCE (Wednesday) 

We will have quiet times of Prayer each time. 

Fr Harper will show a DVD on the life of Fr 

John Sullivan on Monday after mass.  An 

opportunity to prepare for the death and 

resurrection of Christ. 

Spring Series of Talks 

by 

Fr Sean McDonagh ssc 
continues at 

St Columbanôs 
Dalgan Park, Navan 

Tuesday 31st March: Water and the 

Future of our World 
Monday 6th April: GM Foods ï Who 

Controls What We Eat? 

Time: 7.30pm 

Take part in this yearôs 

Hospice Challenges 
 

in aid of 

Our Ladyôs Hospice, Haroldôs Cross 

& Blackrock Hospice 

Switzerland Walk 16th ς 22nd August 
Womenôs Mini Marathon 1

st
 June 

 

Text Support to 50422 or call 1850 660606 

for all the information you will need. 

http://www.roebuckcarmel.com/


FOUND (trapped up a tree in 

Weston Park), BLACK CAT.    

The Fire Brigade rescued puss, 

who can be recovered from 

DSPCA, Mount Venus, 

Rathfarnham. 

 

 

Lucan Youth Fun 

 

Lucan Youth Fun celebrated its Silver Jubilee with 

a Mass in St Maryôs last Friday evening.  There 

was a lovely turnout of past and present committee 

members, participants and children.  The Mass was 

celebrated by Fr Alex Conla                                   

n, Founder of Lucan Youth Fun.  He reminisced 

about the earlier years and on how the project was 

run.  We noted that not much has changed in the 
intervening years, and the children enjoy it as much 

now as they did then.  Despite a rapidly changing 

world children love mixing playing, sport and 

having fun. 

 

After Mass most of the congregation moved across 

to the Parish Centre for some refreshments and 

food.  Old and young exchanged stories and viewed 

photos of summers past.  It was nice to put names 

to faces and share memories of something which 

has lasted 25 years and hopefully will continue for 
long into future. 

 

A big thanks to the choir, singer and 

all those who helped on the night.  

A special word of thanks to Fr 

Alex for founding Lucan Youth 

Fun and for returning to celebrate 

its 25 years with us and for his 

very generous gift of a bike as top 

prize this year. 

 

 
 

What a week for sport it was ï 

and itôs not over yet. We play 

Bulgaria in Croke Park on 

Saturday evening ï without the 

services of Damien Duff and 

with a few others not looking 

too good.   It would be nice to 

have a win to add to the Grand 

Slam and the World Super-Bantamweight 

Championship. We may be broke, but weôre still 
tops on the football and boxing scenes. 

 

It will be fun watching the game on TV in the dark. 

Yes, Saturday is the day that Earth Hour takes 

place ï the time that we are asked to remind 

ourselves of the diminishing resources of the 

planet, by turning off all lights between 8.30 ï 

9.30pm. 

By the way thanks to Bernie for her lovely 

photographic display of the Irish team in the lobby 

of the Parish Centre.  Itôs very pleasant to sit here 

with Ronan OôGara gazing in at me.  It makes me 

feel special! 

 

Clocks spring forward on Saturday night 
as summer time arrives.  You lose an 

hourôs sleep and could be late for 

Mass on Sunday if youôre not careful.  

Put all clocks and watches forward 

before retiring. 

 

The Sorting Office (now known as the Delivery 

Office) has moved to the Fonthill ï see directions 

in the Citizens Information piece on opposite page.  

Hours of Business: Monday ï Friday 7am ï 6pm. 

The Address is: Unit 36 Fonthill Business Park, 
Fonthill Dublin 22. 

 

Garden Bird Detectives.  Lucan Library is doing its 

bit to help people like me who have feeders in the 

back garden to recognise some of the 

feathered visitors who delight us by 

their plumage and by their glorious 

voices. (Do you know they start at 

around 5.30am?)  Anyway, there 

will be an exhibition on garden 

birds based on Birdwatch Irelandôs annual 
garden bird survey in the Library from 30th March 

to 4th April. 

 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

GOD SPEAKS 

 

The man whispered, ñGod speak to meò 

And a meadow lark sang  

but the man did not hear. 

 

So the man yelled ñGod speak to me.ò 

And the thunder rolled across the sky  
but the man did not listen. 

 

And the man shouted ñGod show me a miracle.ò 

A life was born but the man did not know. 

 

The man looked around and said  

ñGod let me see you.ò 

And the star shone brightly  

but the man did not notice. 

 

So the man cried out in despair 
ñTouch me God and let me 

know you are here.ò 

Whereupon God reached down  

and touched the man. 

But the man brushed the butterfly away...and 

walked on... 
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Anniversaries 
 
KITTY BRADY 

1
st
 Anniversary ï 31

st
 March 

R.I.P. 

There is a lady up in Heaven 

So precious and so rare 
That lady is my Mam 

The best beyond compare. 

So will you call her softly Lord 

And when she looks your way 

Tell her that I love her 

And miss her every day. 

From Joe. 

1
st
 Anniversary Mass at 12pm in St. Patrickôs 

Church, Esker on Sunday 29
th

 March. 

 
KITTY BRADY 
1

st 
Anniversary 

Deep in our hearts you will always stay 

Loved and remembered every day. 

Sadly missed by Christy, Nuala & family. 

 
MATTHEW MURRAY 
11

th
 Anniversary ï 29

th
 March 

Memories are precious 

They donôt fade away. 

We think of you always 

Especially today. 

Sadly missed by May & family. 

 
Birthday Remembrance  
 
DECLAN KANE 
Birthday remembrance of our son Declan whose 

44th birthday occurs on 28th March. 

Memories are like leaves of gold 

They never tarnish or grow old 

No more tomorrows for us to share 

But yesterdays memories will always be there. 

Never forgotten by his Dad, Mam, sisters Susan & 

Aideen, nephews & niece. 

 
LUCAN CITIZENõS INFORMATION CENTRE 
Ballyowen Castle Community Centre 

Tel. 6217930 lucancic@citinfo.ie 

www.citizensinformation.ie 

Open: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm.  

Closed for lunch from 1-2pm.  

Legal Advice every Thursday ï please 
make an appointment in advance.  

Directions to the New An Post Sorting Office in 

the Fonthill Industrial Estate:   When you go into 

the estate, take the second turn on the right and itôs 

on the right hand side. 

TRANSPORT USERS 
I recently found out that almost all the people that 

got us into the present financial mess in advising 

the government and by remaining silent at crucial 

times are still giving advice. This time they are 

strongly pushing the flawed Metro. These con men 
are so confident with the theory that it will solve 

most of our problems if not all when the turn 

around takes place so much so that almost all our 

politicians have fallen for this and favour the 

metro. Waste of this magnitude will add extra taxes 

on us all or additional borrowing to paid for by 

future generations. By simply building a link rail 

line from the Clonsilla line to the airport, Lisenhall 

Swords linking up with the Northern line creating a 

treble lock at a fraction of the metro cost with a 

ten-fold advantage. This now gives three lines to 

the airport and Swords. An extra line at peak times 
can take freight, direct trains to the country side via 

airport, not taking users unnecessary via the city 

centre and taking other users direct to their 

destinations on the outskirts. It creates additional 

inks and capacity to the city, no duplicating, easy to 

integrate with standard gauge. It also links with 

country bus services. With the metro, people from 

all areas will have to go via the centre using up 

scarce capacity. The next big waste is the inter-

connector of over two billion that wonôt take 

existing main line trains. Now it gets even better. 
We will have two electric underground rail lines of 

different gauge that cannot link up or integrate. All 

this pushes up costs of rail efficiency, undermining 

our efforts to get more rails to the countryside. 

Letôs hope these great advisors wonôt get their way 

and destroy us for a second time. See more of the 

circle bus and rail plan on website dublinbus.org. 

T. Newton 086-3127364 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUBLIN CITY RAMBLERS  

& GUESTS  
 

In aid of 
 

St. Michaelõs School,  
Holy Angels, Glenmaroon 

 

Thursday 2nd April 2009 
 

In 
 

The Clonsilla Inn 
 

Doors Open 8pm ï Tickets ú7 

 

Tickets available at Clonsilla Inn 

 

mailto:lucancic@citinfo.ie

