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Justice and Peace Event 
 

In the Justice and Peace Group we are often asked óWhat exactly do you do?ô (apart 

from trying to get money from the rest of us!). As our Mission Statement says, we try to 

raise awareness of injustice and oppression experienced by people both at home and 

abroad, AND take practical measures to help them in the spirit of the Gospel. (Thatôs 

where the fund-raising comes in é) 
 

Sometimes when people see examples of misfortune and misery, whether its hunger in 

Africa or a young man hunched begging on a Dublin bridge, the reaction is óThat is 

shocking, someone should do something about itô or even  óIt must be their own fault, 

they should get their act together éô In the Justice and Peace Group in St. Maryôs, we 

make an attempt, however small, to help them óget the act togetherô. You will have a 

chance to see the story of our efforts over the past nine years, in a display in the Parish 

Centre this weekend. 
 

Sunday, March 1
st
, sees the launch of the Justice and Peace Lent Event here in St. 

Maryôs. Bishop Ray Field will celebrate 12.15 Mass, and afterwards open an 

Exhibition of projects from schools that have an ethos of concern for Justice and 

Peace issues. 
 

A series of Talks on such issues will take place in the Parish Centre at 8pm: 
 

Monday 2nd         John Waters and a representative of Wells for Zoe 

Wednesday 4th    Fr.Peter McVerry  

Monday 9
th
           Fr. Sean Healy 

 

Then on Friday 6
th
, there will be a free Chorale Concert in the Church, a thank-you 

gesture for all the support we have had over the years. 
 

Sunday 8
th
 sees an Exhibition by Trocaire, Oxfam, Ruhama etc, plus a Sale of Fair  

Trade Products, and a mammoth Book Sale in aid of the poor in Haiti. 
 

Along with these activities, there will be a Justice theme in the Services and prayers in 

the Church. 
 

So the beginning of Lent is a busy time for the Justice and Peace Group! We warmly 

invite you to attend the various events, and maybe think of joining us é  

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann 
Lucan Branch 
Comhaltas is a non-profit cultural movement 

concerned with the preservation and promotion of 

traditional music, song, dance and language. The 
Branch was set up last autumn with 121 members 

joining. We have classes in fiddle, tin whistle, 

flute, bodhrán and guitar. We hope to add more 

instruments in the autumn. Classes are held 

in Gaelscoil Naomh Pádraig in Lucan. Although 

classes are taught through the medium of English, 

Irish is widely spoken by parents, students, 

teachers and the committee.  
  

To celebrate our hugely successful first year and to 

mark "Seachtain na Gaeilge" we are holding an  
 

OOppeenn  MMuussiicc  SSeessssiioonn  
in the 

Penny Hill Pub 
on 

Sunday the 8th of March 
between 3.00 and 6.00 

é where musicians, singers and Irish 

language enthusiasts from all 

over will gather for a great afternoon 

of Irish culture. It promises to be a 

great afternoon for families as a 

carvery lunch will be available up to 6.00pm.  
 

This is a very important and an historic event for 

Lucan as it will mark the resurgence of interest in 

Irish music, song, dance and the Irish language in 

particular in the Lucan area.  
 

Further information from: lucan@comhaltas.net or 
0879648699. 
  

Dara Mac Craith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           115 Esker Park 

Lucan 

Co Dublin 

 
19thFebruary 2009 

 

 

 

Commandant Dave Nolan 

FCA Support Company 65th Battallion 

McKee Barracks 

Blackhorse Avenue 

Dublin 7 

 

Dear Commandant Nolan 

 
We, the Lucan Hedgehogs, are a Special Olympics 

Club; whose primary sport is Basketball.  We are 

firmly established and highly regarded here in our 

own Community, where we generally receive much 

support.  

 

While we have a long standing relationship with 

Sergeant Damian Richards who is both a volunteer 

and the father of Daniel, one of our star players, it 

was to our absolute delight that he brought along 

Lieutenant Elaine Phelan, Sergeant Paul OôToole 
and Corporal Michelle Cleary to our training last 

night. 

 

The FCA Members wore their uniforms and 

naturally this caused a certain amount of 

excitement among our athletes.  Both Lieutenant 

Phelan and Corporal Cleary played on opposing 

teams with our Club members and they definitely 

raised the standard of our players and ensured a 

very enjoyable evening for spectators and players 

alike. 

 
On behalf of the Lucan Hedgehogs we wish to 

extend out warmest thanks to your members.  They 

all instinctively adapted to the spirit of our Club.  

The Special Olympics use the slogan óa place for 

everyoneô and without a doubt, the four 

representatives of your organization have ensured a 

place for themselves in the Lucan Hedgehogs. 

 

Once again, on behalf of the Athletes, parents and 

volunteers of the Lucan Hedgehogs, many, many 

thanks for the respect, kindness and Special 
Olympics spirit shown by Elaine, Damian, Paul 

and Michelle last night.  

It is very much 

appreciated by all.   

 

Annette Healy 

P.R.O. 

Cake Sale  

& Coffee Morning  
 

In aid of 

the conservation and restoration of 

St. Maryôs Church, Main Street, Leixlip 

 

oonn  

Saturday 7th March 2009   
(10.30am to 3pm) 
at  

SStt..  MMaarryyõõss  CChhuurrcchh    
Main Street, Leixlip 
 

 

mailto:lucan@comhaltas.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer Wanted 
Peamount Day Services, Newcastle 

Road, require a volunteer to assist at the 

Horse Riding activity, which takes 
place in the Community. The hours are 

from 10.30am ï 1.00pm  Wednesdays. 
 

Please contact Liz Morris at 6010300 ext. 292, or 

email lmorris@peamount.ie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lucan Toastmasters 
Would you like to become a better speaker , 

improve your communication skills , deliver a 
business presentation or even a best man speech . 

Well TOASTMASTERS is here for you  .Yes you 

can,  Learn in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere . 

Our next meeting is on Thursday night , 5th of 

march, @8pm in the Springfield Hotel ,Guests 

always welcome . Google us on lucantoastmasters  

or try lucan.freetoasthost.info  . Or phone/text our 

PRO Liam on 087 2746931 

Woodville Downs Residents Assoc. 
(Incl. Esker Lane) 

The Annual Spring Clean-up has been arranged for 

Saturday 7th March at 10am, we would appreciate 

if residents could give a little of their time to this 

morning. 
Contact: woodvilledowns@hotmail.com 

 

 

Dodsboro Residents 
A Committee Meeting will be held in Carmelôs at 

8.30pm on Tuesday next, 3rd March. 
 

Get Well Soon to all who are sick at home or in 

hospital. 

P.Clerkin 

 

 

Chernobyl Childrenõs Appeal (Irl) 
Lucan Group 
SPECIAL DATE: Final Notice of our meeting for 

families who wish to take a child for a family 

holiday this summer. This meeting will take place 

next Wednesday 4th March at 8.00pm in St. Maryôs 

Parish Centre, Lucan. We hope that many families 

will be able to take a young child for a three week 

period this summer. Enquiries can also be made 

directly to the undersigned by telephone. 

SPECIAL PERSON: We are grateful to our late 
Parish Priest and friend Fr. Michael Lambe who 

remembered our group with a generous bequest. 

We will dedicate our work this year in Fr. 

Michaelôs memory and kindness. May he continue 

to rest in peace.   

Derek Keating, Co-ordinator, 087 285 7435. 

 

 

Lucan I.C.A. 
Tues March 3

rd: Crafts at 

10.00am. 

Ageing with Confidence 
Course at Life Centre at 2.30pm 

and 7.00pm. 
 

Wed 4
th
: Committee Meeting 7.00pm 

Business Meeting at 8.00pm. 

Donôt forget the Competition ï The Biggest or 

Smallest Button you can find! 
 

Fri 6
th

: Senior Citizens Social at 11.00pm. 

Hostesses: Phil Burchael, Freda Comerford and 

Marie OôSullivan. 

 
 

 

Lucan Lions Club 
Gala Concert Night 2009 

In aid of 4 Local Charities. 

 
3

rd
 April in the Clarion Hotel  

Featuring 

Virginia Kerr  

Kathy Nugent 

Eugene Ginty 

Jimmy OôByrne 
 

For tickets contact: 

Michael Gilmartin: 0868147212 

Mattie McCabe:0879006999 

Martin Lanigan:0872585723 

 

In aid of the charity 

SSEELLFF  HHEELLPP  AAFFRRIICCAA  
 

 St. Andrewôs Parish Centre 

 Saturday 14th March at 8pm 

 ú28 per Team of Four 

Happy 13th  Birthday  

Oisin! 
 
 

 

Lots of love ï Mam, Dad and Aisling 

mailto:lmorris@peamount.ie
mailto:woodvilledowns@hotmail.com


Parish Notes  
Parish of Divine Mercy  

Lucan South  
 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration takes place every Friday 

from 10:00am ï 3:00pm. 

and Monday nights 

8:00 ï 9:00pm. 

Scripture Sharing 

Tuesdays, 9:45 ï 10:45am. 
 

Lent 

Lent begins Wednesday, 25th February. 
Weekday Masses:    9:15am and 7:00pm. 
 

Baptisms 

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church  

Wednesday,             

11
th

 March 

at 7:30pm. 
 

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community:   

Evan Core 

Rian Cox 

Morgan DôArcy 

Matthew Jago Loughnane          

Callum Arbuthnot Maguire  

Osehontue Manlogo 

Andrew McNally.  

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

First Confessions 

ArchBishop Ryan School, 3rd, 4th and 5th March  

Griffeen Valley School Wednesday, 4th @ 7:30. 
 

óDo This in Memoryô 

Special Mass for the First Holy Communion 

children and their parents today Sunday,  1
st
 March 

at 10:30am. 
 

 Confirmation  

óCome Holy Spiritô programme  - special Mass for 

Confirmation children and their parents Sunday, 8th 

March   @ 12:00. 
 

A four week course for Ministers of the Word 

or for anyone who wants to deepen their 

understanding and knowledge of Scripture. 

ñThe seed é is someone who hears the Word of 

God and understands itò (Mt. 13:23).    
Dates & Venue: (Divine Mercy Church)  

Wednesday, 25th Feb Wednesday, 4th March 

Wednesday, 11th March Wednesday, 18th March 

All evenings begin at 7:30pm and conclude 

8:30pm, followed by optional refreshments. 

St Pat rickõs Parish 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
 

Blessing of Parents before Childbirth 
The Monthly Blessing for Parents before Childbirth 

will be given after 10.30 a.m. Mass on this Sunday. 

All parents, fathers and mothers, who are expecting 

a child, are welcome to have this blessing. 
 

Talk by Bishop Raymond Field 

Bishop Ray Field will deliver a talk on the topic In 

the Wake of the Celtic Tiger on Monday at Scoil 

Áine Naofa. Bishop Ray is our Area Bishop and 

has Confirmed our parish children over the past 

few years. He is involved in justice issues both 

nationally and internationally.  
 

Lenten Prayer Groups 

The Lenten Prayer Meetings, which are based in 

homes throughout the parish, begins on this 

Monday, 23rd February.  There is a list of Leaders 

on display in the front porch of the church. 
 

St Patrickôs Prayer Group 

Prayer Group will meet in the Pastoral Centre on 

Monday from 8.30 ï 9.35pm. All are welcome to 

join the group in prayer. 
 

First Confessions 
Children from St. Thomasô National School will 

make their First Confessions on Wednesday at 

8.15pm. 
 

Weekday Masses During Lent 

During the Season of Lent the weekday Masses, 

Monday to Friday, will be at 10am and 7.30pm. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated 

by Fr. Toy on Thursday at 11am for candidates 

from Scoil Áine Naofa and St. John the Evangelist 
Adamstown and Educate Together School 

Adamstown. On Friday at 11am, Bishop Raymond 

Field will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 

for Candidates from Scoil Áine Naofa and Scoil 

Mhuire Woodview /Airlie Heights. We hope these 

days will be filled with faith and joy for all 

concerned.  
 

Masses on Thursday and Friday 

Due to the Confirmations on Thursday and Friday 

the Masses will be at 9.30 and 7.30pm. 
 

First Friday  
Friday is the First Friday. The Masses (9.30am and 

7.30pm) will be offered for those whose names are 

on the Altar List of the dead.  
 

Parish Finance Committee 

There will be a Meeting of the Parish Finance 

Committee in St. Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on 

Thursday next, 5th March at 8.45pm.  



Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like 

to receive Holy Communion on 1st Fridays and on 

each Sunday, please telephone the parish office at 

6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am and 

12.30pm. and we will be happy to make 
arrangements for you. 
 

 

St Maryõs Lucan 
 

Lent 
Daily Masses: See back page for details. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Tuesday after 10am Mass. ï in the church 

Thursday 2 ï 4pm ï in the church 

Saturday 7.30 ï 9pm ï in the Nuns Chapel - entry 

through the side door (Lucan Road side of 

church) 
 

Parish Pastoral Workers 

Sixteen people are presently in training and will 

take up positions in the Dublin Diocese in the 
summer. It is hoped they will make quite a 

difference to the pastoral life on the Diocese.  

As part of this pilot project, more candidates are 

being sought for Training for the coming 

September. 

Last year there was an enormous amount of interest 

and trust the posts will again attract plenty of 

applicants. Closing date for applications is 222nd 

March 2009. More information on the Notice 

Board in the Church Porch.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Group 

Rosters for March/April and May now ready for 
collection in the sacristy. 
 

Ministers of the Eucharist 

If you have not already done so, please collect your 

Lenten Rota from the Sacristy. 
 

Christian Meditation  

Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed 

(Luke 5:16). ñPrayer is the best weapon we 

possess, the key that opens the heart of Godò 

(Padre Pio). Why not give some quiet time 

especially to the Lord during Lent! 

Every Thursday at 8pm. All welcome! 
Sr Geraldine 6217158 

Baptism Faith Friends 

Our next meeting will take place on Thursday 5th 

March at 8 pm in the Parish Centre- Elizabeth 
 

Prayer Group 

We meet every Wed. Night in Room 3 of Parish 

Centre.  All welcome to join us in prayer.  Rosary 
7.45. Meeting 8 ï 9.30. 
 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday at 3.10pm  
 

Justice & Peace Lent Event 

During the Event, watch out for the Justice Candle 

in the church, and pick up a Prayer leaflet- these 

short prayers focus on particular issues of justice in 

our world. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Medjugorje 209 
6th ï 15th May 

from ú469.00 

Tel: Pat or Phil 087-2238911 or 6281436 

 

 
 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
Rota for March 

Wed 4
th

: Prim Dempsey, Tess Keogh,  

               Catherine Balfe Freda OôReilly. 
 

Wed 11
th: Joan Dillon, Freda Comerford,  

                 Ann Beales, Ann Byrne. 
 

Wed 18
th ï Outing 

 

Wed 25
th

: Moira OôByrne, Peggy McManus,  

                  Irene Stafford, Claire McDOnald. 
 

N.B. Committee Members  
A.G.M. Tuesday 3

rd
 March, 10.30 in the Parish 

Centre. 

 

 

Womenõs World 
Day of Peace 

 

In Christ, there are many members  

yet one Body 
 

Friday, 6th March 
 

Methodist Church,  

Lucan 

at 8:30pm 
 

All Welcome 

 

T.V. Mass D.V.Ds. 
 

Those who would like a DVD of the Television 

Mass recently broadcst from St. Maryôs, should 

give their names to:  

Deirdre in the Parish Office 01-6217041  

or  

Ewan in  the Sacristy 01-6281487 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Naturally all the ladies in our 

office are observing all the 

deprivations of Lent so we 

thought it was a good time to 

send our Gourmet Reporter to 

check out the Stewartôs 

Rosscourt Restaurant at Balgaddy.  (No fear of her 
going mad at this time of year, we thought ï and 

weôd save on the desserts). 
 

Anyway, we are happy to report that lunch was a 

delightful experience, beautifully and 

imaginatively served ï and very good value.  The 

desserts were beckoning to her, but she held firm.  

You should try it some time.  Weôll be back after 

Easter to do a further sampling! 

 

 

 

I hear that the Lucan-based Lee-Byrne Academy 

dance troupe óCeltic Rhythmsô have been invited 

for the fourth year to Disneyland Paris to perform 

four shows on St Patrickôs Day and take part in the 

Disney parade through the Park with a dancing 

display up Main Street, finishing with a spectacular 
performance before the green fireworks display 

begins in the evening. 
 

A total of twenty-four 

dancers, ranging in ages 

from 10 to 23 years, and 

eight chaperones will 

travel to Paris on Sunday 

15th March.  This four-day 

trip will be enjoyed by all, 

with some time off to enjoy the theme parks.  We 

congratulate them and hope they have a wonderful 
time. 

 

Spotted by an eagle-eyed reader in last Fridayôs 

Irish Times, under the heading óhistoric cemetery 

takes step into 21st centuryô. 

ñOne of Irelandôs most historic cemeteries has 

taken a leap into the 21st century with a new on line 

system for arranging funerals and 

cremations....ôWeôre always breaking new 

groundô says Melville Colville, customer services 

manager!ò 

 
Mass for Lent, as gaeilge, ag 1.15pm ó Luan go 

hAoine, i Séipéal na Sacraiminte Beannaithe, 

Siúlan Bhaitsiléir (gar do Droichead Uí Chonaill). 

 

Have to dash now to get ready for the bash in 

Westmanstown to celebrate the retirement of Tom 

Roche and Noel Noonan from Lucan Boys N. S. ï 

Iôm sure there will be a great  turn out, and I look 

forward to hearing a few party pieces!. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Stewarts 

 Restaurant 

 at the  

 Resource 

Centre  

 in  

 Rosscourt  

 Balgaddy 
 

 

 

 

Birthday Congratulations 

Bryan & Nikki  
 

on your 

 

30
th

 
 

Lots and lots of love from 

Mam, Dad, 

David, Derek and Sandra 

and all the kiddies. 

Have a wonderful day! 



Acknowledgement 
 

CARMEL KELLY R.I.P. 
Tommy Kelly, Hillcrest Park, would sincerely like 

to thank the priests from St. Patrickôs, neighbours 

and friends in Hillcrest for all their help, support 
and prayers during Carmelôs illness. Your generous 

donation to Our Ladyôs Hospice, Haroldôs Cross, is 

greatly appreciated. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

will be offered for your intentions. 

 

Anniversaries 
 

MARTIN BOLAND (12
th
 Anniversary) 

In loving memory of a much loved son and brother 
who died on 25th February 1997. 

Our lips cannot speak how we loved him 

Our hearts cannot tell what to say. 

But God only knows how we miss him 

In our home that is lonely today. 

Still sadly missed by his Mum & Dad & brother 

Micheal, relatives & friends. 

Mass for Martin will be celebrated on Sunday 

1
st
 March 2009 at 9.45am in St. Maryôs Church. 

 
KENNETH FARMER (12

th 
Anniversary) ï  

2
nd

 March 1997 
You left me beautiful memories 

That make me laugh and cry. 

But most of all you gave me love. 

The greatest gift of all. 
Deeply missed, from your wife & family. 

 
MICHAEL McCRORY (20

th
 Anniversary) ï 

6
th
 March 

R.I.P. Masses offered. 

Beautiful memories of a husband so dear 

Cherished forever with love sincere. 

Silent thoughts, tears unseen 

Wishing your absence was only a dream. 

Remembered & loved always by your loving wife 

Crissie 

 
JULIA McGRATH (10

th 
Anniversary) 

Our thoughts are always with you 

Your place no-one can fill. 

In life we loved you dearly 

In death we love you still. 

Forever missed by your loving family. 

Also remembering her Grandson, George 

Hefferan. 

 

 
 
 
 

Could your Group  
do with some PALS? 
 

Go for Life Physical Activity Leaders (PALs) 
Workshops 
 

Itôs that time of year again when physical activity 

and exercise are high on most peopleôs agendas! 
 

Go for life, in partnership with the HSE Dublin 

Mid-Leinster and South Dublin County Sports 

partnership will hold a series of workshops for 

older people who are interested in leading physical 

activites with members of their groups / clubs / 

orgainsations. Physical activity leaders (PALôs) 
lead their local group in things like short exercise 

routines, fun games, simple dances and sports like 

Pitch and Toss.  
 

Do you have people in your group or club who 

would be interested in leading some physical 

activity? They donôt need to be very sporty; they 

just need to be enthusiastic.  
 

The workshops will take place in Neilstown 

Community Centre, Neilstown Road, Clondalkin 

(adjacent to Neilstown Shopping Centre) beginning 

on Wednesday March 25th 2009. Each workshop 
will run form 10am ï 3pm every Wednesday up to 

and including May 13th.  
 

You are invited to have in attendance 2 ï 3 people 

from your group who are interested in organising 

physical activity sessions. Lunch will be provided 

every Wednesday. The representatives from your 

group must attend all 8 workshop days were 

possible. As space is strictly limited to 30 places 

you are advised to book early to avoid 

disappointment. 
 

For more information contact Emer OôLeary, 

Physical Activity Student at 01-4632832 or email 

emer.oleary@mail.dcu.ie  The workshops may also 

be suitable for healthcare and community workers 

who work with older adult groups. 

 

Prayer of st Teresa of Avila 
Let nothing disturb you, 

Let nothing frighten you, 

All things pass away: 

God never chances. 

Patience obtains all things. 
He who has God 

Finds he lacks nothing; 

God alone suffices.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Project 2030 ð Twentysomethings! 
Retreats, Pilgrimages, Trips, Holidays, Socials     -     Connecting Catholics Spiritually and Socially. 

Lent ô09: Day Retreats, Santiago; Pilgrimage, Monastic Experience, Malta, Easter Triduum Retreat 
Spring ô09: Newquay, Brittany, Snowdonia, Yacht Sailing, London Weekend, Dublin Weekend 

Email: Jenny@twentysomethings.eu or Tel: 085-8308880 

mailto:emer.oleary@mail.dcu.ie
mailto:Jenny@twentysomethings.eu


Joanna Tuffy T.D. - Labour  
Tel: 6183822  E-mail: joanna.tuffy@oireachtas.ie 
Climate Change: The Council has published a 

Draft Climate Change Strategy for the County. It 

can be viewed in Lucan Library or on the website 

www.sdcc.ie <http://www.sdcc.ie/> Submissions 

are invited and can be made to the Council up to 4 

pm on Wednesday 25 March. On a preliminary 

reading of the draft, I am disappointed that very 

little attention has been paid to Adaptation 

measures which the Council, as local authority, 

should implement to counter anticipated 

consequences of predicted rise in average 

temperatures resulting from existing levels of 
greenhouse gases.  

Schools to Lose Teachers: Lists published this 

week show that the Government will be removing 

6 teachers from Lucan Primary Schools in 

September. Labour's New Deal for Ireland: 

Politics is about ideas; work for your ideas by 

joining the Lucan Labour Party. Telephone my 

office, or Cllr Eamon Tuffy at 0863863173 or 

Labour Party HQ at 6784700.  

 

Paul Gogarty TD- Green Party 
Tel: 01-6219966 / 087-2752489 

E-mail: info@paulgogarty.com Schools: Over the last 

number of weeks I have continued working on a 
number of schools issues along with Local Area 

Rep Kevin Farrell. This included attending 

meetings this week between the Minister for 

Education and Lucan South Secondary School 

Action Group and also with Gaelscoil Eiscir Riada. 

Separately to this I have been raising the need for 

extension/refurbishment at St Joseph's/St Mary's 

GNS as well as supporting the Educate Together 

second level school campaign. 

Bus Service: I have been in contact with Dublin 

Bus regarding the revision of services and am 

awaiting an updated response on a number of 
routes. Litter:  A number of recurring black spots 

have been again identified and passed onto the 

Council. 

Incinerator Campaign:  Attended a meeting with 

RAID on follow up to the successful Rathcoole 

Incinerator campaign.  

 

Deputy Mayor Guss OõConnell (Independent 
Community). 087 6838254 goc2@eircom.net   

Active Citizenship, earlier, I wrote about the Task 

Force on active citizenship. We discussed their 

report at this weeksô Arts SPC.  Their definition: 

ñBeing aware of and caring about the welfare of 

fellow citizens, recognizing that we live in 
communities and depend on others in our daily 

livesò.  The current crisis is not just a financial one 

but also challenges our views of solidarity and not 

for profit activities.  While wanting to save every 

job we can, I believe that many community 

organizations will require volunteers due to 

decreasing funding. Obviously it won't pay the 

bills, but it could be very beneficial for the 

volunteer while they are seeking other work and for 

the community.  The South Dublin Volunteer 
Centre is open to hear both from those wishing to 

volunteer and those who could use volunteers.  

More info www.volunteersouthdublin.ie 

 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald - Fine Gael Senate 

Leader. Office: 01-6183703/6183771 Mobile: 087-

2579026. Email: frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie 
Gay Mitchell MEP : I am delighted that Gay 

Mitchell MEP has been selected to run for Fine  

Gael in the forthcoming European Elections in 

Dublin. Gay has been an energetic and tireless 

campaigner in the European Parliament and a 

strong voice for our locality. I look forward to 

working with Gay and advancing issues of concern 

in Lucan. 
Cervical Cancer Screening: Cervical Cancer 

Screening is now available for all women between 

the ages of 25 and 60. This is a free service - for 

more information on the screening and 

participating GPs freephone: 1800 45 45 55 or 

check out www.cervicalcheck.ie. 

HSE Announce ú1 Billion in Cutbacks: I am 

very concerned at the proposed cutbacks to our 

health service given the perilous state of many 

hospitals and community health services.  

 

Cllr. Derek Keating Peace Commissioner 
Chairman Lucan/Clondalkin Area Commit tee 
Fine Gael Community Councillor. Tel. 087-2857435 
Email: info@derekkeating.net 

Spiriling Unemployment: This week I met with 

more local residents who lost their jobs. I contacted 

the Department of Social and Family Affairs and 

requested the provision of a Welfare Office in 

Lucan ï there are plenty of premises available that 

would help reduce inconvenience for many Lucan 

residents. I also contacted the Ministerôs Office to 

request a speedier process for Social Welfare 

applications. 

Front Line Services: A family contacted me who 

canôt get Speech Therapy for their young child ï 

there is a three year waiting list. I also heard from a 
young Speech Therapist who having qualified 

cannot get work. 

Local Issues: I continue to work to resolve a range 

of local issues ï please contact me by telephone or 

email. Free Email: Please request by email. 

 

Jim Doyle - Independent Candidate  
Will launch his election campaign On Thursday the 

5th of March. At Lucan County Bar at 8:30 pm. 

Supporters welcome to attend.  Ph. 087 2712492. 

P 
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Coláiste Phádraig Parents Assoc. 
colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net 
 

Coláiste Phádraig School Tour 2009 
All 51 2nd year Coláiste Phádraig students along 

with their 7 teachers returned safe and sound from 

their French trip.    The students spent 4 action 

packed days in the French capital which included 

traipsing up the Eiffel Tower, a quick game of 

footie at the Stade de France, with Euro-Disney 

being the highlight of the trip for many.    My 

inside sources reliable inform me that the students 

behaviour was exemplary and indeed it was 

commented that they were outstanding 

ambassadors for the school for the duration of the 

tour.  Well done lads.  This trip was a resounding 
success and plans are afoot for a return tour next 

year.   We as parents and guardians are very 

grateful to the teachers for organising, planning, 

co-ordinating and supervising the tour. Thank you. 
 

Soccer - The 1st year soccer team qualified for the  

Leinster Cup 1-4 finals with a 4-3 victory over  

Tallaght CS. The team dominated throughout the  

match and responded well to a late rally from the  

spirited opponents with Coláiste Phádraig finishing  

on top. 
 

Table Tennis - Best wishes to the students  

participating in the Leinster Junior Metropolitan  

competition this weekend. 
 

Golf - Coláiste Phádraig Golf Society had their  

spring golf outing on the February 17th to Grange  

Castle Golf Course in Clondalkin.  A very  

enjoyable day was had by all with some nice golf  

played.  Thanks to Mr. Taylor for organising the  

event and thanks to the parents for providing the  

transport. The next outing will be the main  

outing of the year and will take place around  
Easter. 
 

Transition Year Students 

The students had a visit from 2 promotion officers 

from Alcoholic Anonymous (AA) who came to 

create awareness of alcohol abuse. The speakers 

gave an informative presentation which was 

followed by a question and answer session with the 

students. The main thing that the students learned 

was that the option of not drinking is available to 

everyone but if alcohol dependency does occur  

that the AA gives people a chance to overcome 
their dependency in a confidential manner. This  

is a timely reminder for us as parents/guardians  

of the dangers of alcohol abuse amongst the young 

and for us to know that help is there for us whether 

it be the adult or the child in the family.   Visit the 

websites www.alcoholicsanonymous.ie and 

www.drinkaware.ie for more information. 
 

May Day Raffle 
Coláiste Phádraig Parents Association is running  

a May Day Raffle as a fundraiser to refurbish the  

science laboratory.  Further details will be posted  

shortly.    
 

Coláiste Phádraig Parents Association E.G.M. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of Coláiste 

Phádraig Parents Association will take place in the 

school on Tuesday the 21st April 2009 at 8pm 

sharp.   The purpose of this EGM is to adopt a 

Constitution for Coláiste Phádraig Parents 

Association.    A copy of the constitution will be 
posted to each parent/guardian in the coming 

weeks.  

 

 

Lucan South  
Secondary School Action Group 

continues to campaign for a new second level 

school to serve the young and growing population 

of Lucan South. We have secured a site for the 

school under SDCCôs Clonburris LAP and the 

Department of Education & Science has appointed 

Co. Dublin VEC as the patron of the planned new 
school. A LSSSAG delegation attended a meeting 

with the Minister for Education & Science on 

Wednesday 25th. Our sole aim was to press for a 

commitment on the opening date of Lucan South 

Community College. Unfortunately, however, 

Minister OôKeeffe refused to give any indication of 

when Lucan South parents can expect their 

children to attend secondary school within their 

own community. The minister and his officials do 

not see any urgent need for a new school at present. 

As an example, he said that if there were 500 
children in the locality unable to secure secondary 

school places, then his department would react 

quickly to address the situation. In other words: 

ñLetôs wait until it turns into a crisis, then weôll 

deal with it.ò Well, as official census data and the 

findings of our own school surveys make perfectly 

clear, that crisis is on its way. An opportunity 

exists to respond to the rapidly changing 

demographics in Lucan South BEFORE a crisis 

point is reached. We have provided the Minister 

with a copy of our research findings and we hope 

that he reconsiders his position in the very near 
future. Meanwhile, we ask that all Lucan South 

parents who wish to see their children educated 

locally continue to raise this issue with their local 

representatives, particularly on the run up to the 

local elections. 

mailto:colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net
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Lucan in 1941 

 

The above photo found its way to us this week. 

Taken in 1941, it is believed to be from the Fr. 

Browne Collection. The picture was taken just 

outside the old boys school in the Church Yard 

(demolished in 1994).  
 
 

There is a great selection of statues, crucifixes, 
prayer books etc on the tables, and such was the 

quantity of their wares, they found a way to hang 

the rosary beads along the wall! It would remind 

you of the stalls at the Mens and Womens Retreats 

long, long agoéé. 
 

The title of the photo is óLegionnaires in Lucan 

1941ô ï but I wonder should it be óThe Children of 

Maryô ï a type of sodality which ran in the parish 

for many years. I think the woman on the left could 

be Mary Joe McGovern, and the person on the right 

is possibly Lena Thornberry.  

 

All bits of enlightenment welcome ï drop a line to 

Mary at Lucan Newsletter, or email: 

mary@lucannewsletter.ie  
 

Mary Mulhall 

 

 

Sprin g in the Bronx  
 

Spring is sprung,  

Duh grass is riz  

I wonder where dem 

boidies is.  
 

Duh little boids is on duh wing ð 

But datõs absoid: 

Duh little wing is on duh boid.  
 

Famous Arias & Duets 
Songs youôll know and love from films, commercials, 

musicals and much more 
  

Nickola Hendy - Kathy Nugent  
Elaine Brennan 

Thursday 12
th

 March, 8.15 pm 

Draíocht Theatre  
Blanchardstown 

 

Tickets: ú18 (ú16 with concessions) 

To Book Phone ï 01 8852622 

Monday ï Saturday 10 am ï 6 pm. 
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