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The Good Life 
 

With belts tightening and the prospect of having to pull them in another couple of notches 

with the next Budget, there are obvious signs that there is less money available for casual 

spending.  In warm, sunny weather we have plenty to amuse and entertain us.  We are lucky 

to have the Demesne on our doorstep; the new walkway by the Weir is a joy; free outdoor 

concerts are advertised all over the place and charity Open Days in places like St Raphaels, 

or Peamount or Stewarts Hospital provide a nice Sunday afternoon at minimum cost and 

maximum feel-good sensation.  Or you can follow the Dubs as they reach for Sam (if the Lily 

Whites donôt stop them) and take delight in the fact that they have taken their place among 

the Hurling finalists too.  

  

For something that provides an interest and saves a few bob at the same time, there is a lot to 

be said for gardening.  When I came to Lucan there were allotments along the old Clondalkin 

road.  Since then all available land seems to have been gobbled up for development and there 

is no sign of a Lucan location on the Sth. Dublin Co. Co. list of allotments ï I checked their 

website just this minute.  Working the soil is an excellent and calming hobby.  What could be 

better than to head for the peace of your own bit of ground with its own garden shed and a 

day spent turning the brown earth and producing veggies and fruit to grace your own dinner 

table.  Long summer evenings away from domestic hassle with only the sound of a fork 

turning the clay to be heard could be heavenly, and if it rains, why thereôs an opportunity to 

retire to the shed, have a sandwich and a cuppa and think about next yearôs crop. 

 

Knitting is another hobby that has been neglected since cheap clothes from foreign lands 

became available.  There were at least two if not three wool shops in Lucan in the 1970/80s.  

Nowadays you have to search when it comes to getting needles and wool for the children to 

be taught this craft at school ï the nearest supplier I found was Kevin Springôs place on the 

Ballymount Road.    (Not only does knitting allow you to produce pretty presents for new 

babies, school jumpers that actually keep kiddies warm and original Fashion Garments for 

Special Occasions, but itôs hard to either drink or smoke while you are clicking the needles ï 

so more money saved.) 

 

These are just two ideas to nudge your brain into action.  The Celtic-Tiger-acquired habit of 

spending our way through life has to be abandoned, and thereôs no time like the present for 

putting our minds to it. 
Joan OôFlynn 

 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


Letter to the editor 
 

The Editor, 

Lucan Newsletter, 

 

I am still trying to come to terms with the 

announcement that Fr. Joe will be leaving us at the 

end of August.  During his term here in St. Maryôs 

he and his team have revitalised our parish and 

have encouraged participation by every parishioner 
according to their talents.  He will be sadly missed 

and it will be difficult for any successor to fill his 

shoes. 
 

However, the detail, or rather the lack of it, of your 

front page story last weekend has been even more 

unsettling.  Out of the blue a fundamental change 

in the structure and organisation of our parish has 

been decided upon and is to be operational inside 

two months!    For all I know it has come as a bolt 

out of the blue for our clergy as well.  I know that 

priests (only two ordained for the Dublin Diocese 
this year) are in short supply and that change is 

inevitable, but it cannot be said that this 

development has not been foreseen.  Indeed it begs 

the question as to how far the male, celibate 

priestly caste has to decline before the leaders of 

the Church will seriously engage in the issue of 

both married and female clergy.   When Christ 

warned that the labourers would be few he did not 

ask that we pray only for single male labourers! 

The Pope is reported as being gravely concerned 

over the loss of a clear identity among Catholics, 
especially in Europe, which has seriously 

weakened the church.  But surely a church without 

priests is not a church at all.    
 

To return to the recent announcement unnecessary 

anxiety and disquiet in the minds of concerned 

parishioners could have been avoided and a spirit 

of understanding fostered among interested 

members of the parish, whom we are repeatedly 

told are the church, if the matter had been handled 

more sensitively by the Diocesan authorities.  At 

the very least parishioners in the three parishes 
affected might have been given the opportunity to 

learn more about the concept, including its 

operation elsewhere, and the possible and probable 

effects its introduction will have on parish life as it 

has been up to now prior to any announcement.   

The laity might even have been able to offer 

helpful comment.   Pastoral Councils are not the 

only parish forums where constructive debate can 

or should take place.  
 

Under the new arrangement what is the role of the 

moderator in relation to each parish and 
particularly St. Maryôs?  The dictionary gives two 

possible relevant definitions ï either as one who 

arbitrates or one who presides over an assembly, 

meeting or discussion.   Both definitions in relation 

to St. Maryôs fill me with some trepidation. 
 

Finally depending on how a the role of moderator 

is defined where will the inclusive, welcoming and 

encouraging spiritual leadership, the spirit of the 
good shepherd, of our parish come from in the 

future under the new arrangement? 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Michael Grant 

 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre 

Note New Tel - 01 6219638 
email  - lucancic@citinfo.ie 
www.citizensinformation.ie 
  

Open Mon-Fri 10am to 4pm closed for lunch 1 to 

2 pm 
Legal Advice every Thursday - please make an 

appointment in advance 
 

 

Chernobyl Childrenôs Appeal (Irl) 
Lucan Group 
At time of writing, Wednesday evening, our 

visiting Chernobyl children are on route to Dublin 

airport and onwards to Lucan. Hopefully by the 

time Lucan Newsletter is published our young 

visitors will have arrived safely and will be 

recovering following the long and exhausting 

journey from southern Belarus. Already our group 

have been busy planning activities for the holiday 

programme, including Fridayôs welcome social at 

St. Maryôs Parish Centre, and visits to Fort Lucan 
and a scheduled bowling outing during the week. 

Over the coming weeks we will keep you posted on 

our holiday programme. In the meantime our 

sincere thanks to all who support the work of our 

group. 

Derek Keating , Co-ordinator,. 087 285 7435. 

 

 

Condolences to Rita Lawlor and family on 

the death of Ritaôs mother Mary Grehan.  May she 

rest in peace.   From neighbours and friends  

 

 

Society of St Vincent de Paul 
St Patrickôs Conference, Lucan 
 

Urgently Needed: Clothes for baby girl aged 12/18 

months. Thank you for your support. Ph. 086-

2593286 

 

mailto:lucancic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 

Found 
 

In St Maryôs Church Porch, LADIES RED 

FRAMED READING GLASSES .  Apply to 

Sacristy. 
 

Outside Scoil Mhuire NS/St Josephôs College on 

Monday 29th June. BROOCH.  Maybe collected in 

St Maryôs Parish Office. 

 

 

Leo Hargaden ï 
Congratulations 
Congratulations on your retirement as 

Principal of St Lorcanôs B.N.S. 

Palmerstown.  Enjoy the break after 
43 years.  Best wishes to yourself 

and Ann from your friends in Lucan and Esker 

Parishes. 

 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Twittering has come to Liffey Sound.   
 

To Twit or Tweet, now thatôs the 

speak 

but either one will do 

for Liffey Sound - not just for Birdie  

but also for U2. 
 

Twittering has come to Liffey Sound.  Listeners 

can now follow us on 

www.twitter.com/liffeysound. 

If you wish to listen on the World Wide Web, then 

www.liffeysound.com will get you straight through to 

hear Lucanôs very own radio station.  Connect with 
home not matter where in the world you travel. 

 

Lucan Lions Club 
 

Sincere thanks to the large attendance for 

supporting our óWear Your County Coloursô BBQ 

in Lucan Sarsfields on 5 June. 
As usual, it proved to be a great event.  The 

highlight of the night was the great banter between 

Gaelic legends Sean Boylan, Pillar Caffrey and 

Dermot Healy, expertly facilitated by Annette 

Healy. 
 

Thanks to all in Lucan Sarsfields, especially Liam 

and his staff, Katie OôNeill for all her work and to 

Gerry and Anne for the catering.  Sound and Vision 

was expertly provided by Paul, Liam and Gerry 

and thanks to David and Ken for the music. 
 

Martina McGilloweyôs photos, which you can see 

on ilivephotos.com was a great addition to the 

occasion. 
 

The proceeds of the Raffle was donated to Fachtna 

Clandillonôs Nagarhope Orphanage project. 

Thanks to all who helped in numerous ways.  

Planning for next yearôs event is already underway. 

Broadway & Beyond 
Join West-end Star Peter Corry and local girl Sarah 

Gannon for a night of music. 

Broadway & Beyond will be staged in St Josephôs 

College, Lucan on July 11th.  Doors open 6.30pm. 

Performance starts 7.30pm. Tickets ú10.  

Contact David 087-9036026. 

Peter Corry is a world-wide performer and St 

Josephôs is very proud that he will perform with 

Sarah and friends at the school. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you are or know a person with a disability and 

public transport is difficult to use LDAG provides 

affordable door-t 

o-door accessible transport 7 days a week. 

LDAG also provide free of charge limited house 

hold maintenance (light gardening, painting) for its 

members 

To avail of our service Call 01-6100475 or e-mail 

info@ldag.ie or visit our web site www.ldag.ie 

 

 

Woodview Heights/Airlie Heights 
Area 
Due to an increasing number of incidents of anti-

Social behavior in this are, some residents have 

expressed and interest in the Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme.  Would anyone wishing to get involved in 

Neighbourhood Watch please contact  

Marion 087-6312652 

 

Congratulations  

to Danielle Murray  
on her success last weekend at the 

Community Games.   

Best of luck in Athlone! 

Love Daddy, Mammy, Scott  

                 & all the 

gang. 

HAPPY 10
th

 BIRTHDAY  
to our special girl 

 

SOPHIE POWER 

 
Lots of Love always  

from all your family  

and friends 

http://www.twitter.com/liffeysound
http://www.liffeysound.com/
mailto:info@ldag.ie
http://www.ldag.ie/


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 

 
 

 

Response to Ryan Report: 

Thanks to all who took the time to comment and 

offer suggestions regarding the Ryan Report. 
Some used the opportunity to vent their own 

feelings about the content of the report, about what 

they have been hearing, about what theyôve 

suffered themselves (and in many cases continue to 

suffer) as victims of abuse; included here also is a 

victim of false accusation of abuse. Some 

expressed feelings on revisiting the experiences  

due to the recent publication. We acknowledge the 

courage you took to voice your hurt.  
 

Some suggestions focused on a national response: 

e.g. provision of compensation, papal response, 
among others.  Other suggestions included a local 

response e.g. continuing discussion groups in the 

parish; learning from what happened and putting 

good child protection procedures in place; a Day of 

Atonement; pilgrimage to Daingan; inviting local  

moral theologian to speak at Mass, to help us 

understand how this could have happened; 

Consulting óOne-in-Fourô.  Another, called for 

adult leaders in the community to provide good 

role models for our youth.  A number of 

suggestions related to prayer, for victims and for 
abusers; also for ourselves as a community ï 

guidance on how to cope with what we now know 
  

We in the Parish Council are meeting to see how 

we might best respond to all that you have been 

saying.  We are struggling to find a way of 

understanding and addressing the hurt which is 

evident in what weôve been reading and hearing.  

We want to attempt to redress the balance of 

injustice which occurred, both in the abuse which 

happened and in the lack of or inappropriate 

response which followed.  Nothing can erase the 
experiences of those who have been hurt.  As part 

of the process of response, one immediate 

suggestion which would encompass others given 

was that of 24-hour Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  This may be a response which you can 

identify with and would like to participate in. We 

will be meeting shortly to arrange for this to 

happen and will communicate further details as 

soon as we can.  In the meantime, we will continue 

to address the comments and suggestions we have 

received, over the course of the coming months.  

Please be assured of our support.   
Parish Pastoral Council 
 

Prayer Group 

No Prayer Meeting for the months of July & 

August.  We wish all a very happy and peaceful 

summer. 
 

Christian Meditation  

ñMeditation is rightly seen as the way of spiritual 
growth, of human development.  But it is above all 

else a gentle process of growing into the freedom 

that is beyond all limitations.  Once we have a 

limitation that has previously held us back, we 

discover that we are free from it for all eternity.ò 

From ñThe Heart of Creationò by John Main OSB.  

Every Tuesday 8pm. All welcome! 

Sr Geraldine 6217158 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patric kõs 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 
 

Prayer Group 

St Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group 

will not meet this Monday.   Next 

meeting will be on Monday 7 

September. 
 

Legion of Mary 

The Legion of Mary Praesidium meets in St 

Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on Fridays 7.30 ï 9pm. 

New members most welcome. 
 

Sick/Housebound 

if you are sick and/or housebound and would like 

to receive Holy Communion on First Fridays and 

on each Sunday, please telephone the parish office 

at 6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am ï 

12.30pm and we will be happy to make 
arrangements for you. 
 

We thank all who contributed ú250 or more during 

the year 2007 and who returned a completed Tax 

Return Form.  We are pleased to let you know that 

the Revenue Commissioners have returned 

ú11,465.18 to the Parish. 

 
 

 

Annual Mass  

              in 

Esker Cemetery  

Sunday  

6
th

 September  

at  

3pm 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/


 Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

 

 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am 
 

Baptism 
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 
invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church  

Wednesday,             

8
th

 July at 7:30pm. 

We welcome the following new 

member into the Christian 

Community: 

Darragh Donnelly 

Zara OôBrien. 
 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

óYoung at Heartô 

The pub quiz held in the Penny Hill on the 12th 

June was a tremendous success and made ú1,000.       

Thanks to all for their support.  
 

Knock Summer Youth Festival 

  óYou are the Light of the Worldô                      
23rd ï26th July,  Our Lady Shrine, Knock  

Strictly 18-35 yrs ï  ú70/ Free Buses. 
 

Senior Help Line   

 Do you need someone to talk to? Senior Help Line 

is a confidential listening service for older people 

who feel lonely or isolated.  LoCall 1850440444 
 

Clondalkin Lions Club   

Clondalkin Lions Club are seeking new members.      
Details: Jim McHale      01 459 2045 
 

National Grandparents Pilgrimage         

Sunday 13th Sept.  Our Lady of Knock Shrine             

Celebrant: Cardinal Seán Brady          

Guest Singers: Fr. Liam Lawton & Dana 

2.00pm - Anointing of the Sick with music and 
song.    3.00pm - Pilgrimage Mass followed by 

Eucharistic Adoration. 

 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23rd July 2009 
A Night at the Races  
the Harding Hotel 
Fishamble Street 
All proceeds go towards 

the Central Remedial 

Clinic in aid of the Nepal Challenger Vicky 

Linnane who will take up the challenge of trekking 

forests and mountains in Nepal this September for 

the charity.  There will be free entertainment and 

food on the night. To buy a horse and jockey 
before the race please contact Vicky on 

0861535765  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRDIE  

Prayer Volunteers Wanted  
As part of the celebration of the óYear for Priestsò 

volunteers are required to óbecome a 
priest/seminarian prayer friendô. 

 

If you are willing to accept the first name of a priest 
ministering in the diocese or the name of a Dublin 
Seminarian and are willing to pray for that person 

each day during the year, please send your 
name/address to vocations@dublindiocese.ie. 

 

We will write all the priests and seminarians names 
on pieces of paper and put them into a box. Then 

when you contact us we will pray to St Jean Vianney 
and ask the Holy Spirit to choose your priest and pull 
a name out, then we will send you the first name of 
the priest/seminarian that you are asked to pray for 

and a prayer to say for them.  It would be great if you 
could do this as soon as possible. 

 

Take Up 
the 

Ben Nevis Challenge 
in aid of 

The Marie Keating 
Foundation 

on the weekend of 

28
th

 ï 30
th

 August 2009 
 

For further information 
Contact: Fiona at The Marie Keating 

Foundation, on 01-6283728 

ST RAPHAELôS CELBRIDGE ï ANNUAL FETE  

on this SUNDAY 5
th

 JULY      

2-6 pm 

 

Bric-a-Brack, Books etc on sale 

Do come along and support us! 

http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
mailto:vocations@dublindiocese.ie


 

Transport Users 
There was major street disruption due to road 

works in the city centre on the last four Saturdays 

and is due to continue for most of the summer.  

This has effect on business and bus network 

resulting on it being late and unreliable mainly on 

the outskirts.  With a little bit of thought and 

notice, most of this inconvenience could be 

avoided.  This is not new; this type of disruption is 

ongoing over the years.  The planners now insist 

that the contractors display a óSorry for the 

Inconvenienceô sign, an easy way to excuse the 
problems they cause to many.  We have put 

forward (for many years) the circle bus plan that 

addresses these problems and no amount of 

disruption affects the bus service.  The planners 

donôt care.  It is only a minority that are affected. 

T. Newton 086-3127304 

  

 

Croi na Tire Irish Hospital 
Volunteers 
 

Volunteer opportunity available in St. James 

Hospital 

Please donate a few hours to talk with and listen to 

patients as well as reading and playing cards with 

them.  This is part of a pilot programme to 
introduce volunteers at Public Hospitals and 

Elderly Care Units countrywide.  Volunteering can 

make a positive difference in your own life and in 

the lives of others.  If you would like to become 

involved, please contact 1850 211 630 or visit 

www.irishhospitalvolunteers.org 

 

 

Kilimanjaro 
 

Thanks to all for your support and encouragement, 

family, friends, neighbours, Lucan Newsletter, 

Lucan Drama, Brendan Freeman, Lucan Sarsfields, 

Local Business, Adrian Dunne Pharmacy, Salon de 

Capelli, Ball Alley, Barrettôs Shoes, Collins 

Butchers, Courtneyôs, Deirdre Lawless, Denis 

Malone Blinds, Diamond & Gem Jewellers, 

Dunnes Stores, Gillianôs Beautician, Griffinôs 
Pharmacy, House of Hair, Jim Sweeney 

Photographer, Jewel Hair studio, Karenôs 

Beautician, Kennyôs, Noel Shanahan 02, Power & 

Smullen Wine Shop, Peter Marks Hairdressing, 

Stockholm Menswear, Superquinn, Techni Style 

Hairdressers, Woodies, 

Thanks to all those who have supported us.  We 

really appreciate it. We are up ú9,011 approx.  

Watch this space next week for details of our trip. 
 

Anna & Martina 

 

 

The Gandiiôs were great on 

Miriamô OôCallaghanôs show on 

Saturday last and I met loads of 

people who had tuned in to see 

them ï all were most impressed. 
 

Over in óX-Factorô Land in London our star 

Freda had a wonderful time.  She met all the 

Judges (yes, Simon and Louis and Danii and 

Cheryl ï all of them were there) face to face and 

talked to hundreds of other competitors who, like 

herself, had travelled from far and near and who 

were in the Canary Wharf Studio waiting hours for 

their turn to show what they could do. 

She didnôt get through to Round 4 ï but she has 

had a wonderful adventure this summer, with three 

trips to London and loads of sight-seeing and 
excitement. Well done, Freda. 
 

Grass-cutting has begun in the Cemetery but 

progress is slow ï itôs a huge job.  Indeed the 

whole place, with some wire fencing broken and a 

few graffiti covered walls is not a good 

advertisement for the respect we should show to 

our dead.  I must check if a standard has been set 

for the necessary maintenance.  Cemeteries in lots 

of other places are well kept, and the funds must 

come from somewhere. 
 

I had lunch with some friends at one of our 
Pavement Cafés on the Mall during the week and 

in the lovely warm weather, shaded by the leafy 

trees it was a really lovely experience.  I could 

imagine that we were on the Champs Elysee ï and 

luckily our Lucan traffic doesnôt move so fast, so it 

wasnôt the intrusion one might fear.  We were able 

to watch the world go by while we chatted and I 

saw loads of people I hadnôt seen in ages while 

they didnôt even notice me in my secluded spot! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIG BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Maureen Minnock 

 

who celebrated her  
90th birthday  
on 1st July. 

  
Among the well-wishers was President 

Mary McAleese who sent warm 
greetings. 

The outdoor Mass for family and 
friends was a grand occasion.  It was 
followed by a òwildó party!! 

http://www.irishhospitalvolunteers.org/


Birthday Remembrance  

Lucy Daly 

Birthday Remembrance of my dear mother Lucy 

whose birthday occurs on the 6th July.  

Loved and missed always, 

Anne, Dave, family and friends. 

 

Anniversaries  

Catherine Burke ï 4
th

 Anniversary 

In loving memory of my dear wife and mother 

whose anniversary occurs on the 9th July. 

Lonely is the home without you, 

Life to us is not the same. 

All the world would be like Heaven 
If we could have you back again. 

Sadly missed by your loving husband Bill, sons 

Liam, Robert, Frank and Brian, daughters-in-law 

and grandchildren. 

Anniversary Mass Thursday 9
th

 July at 10am in 

St. Maryôs, Lucan. 

 

May Finn ï 12
th

 Anniversary 

Our dearest Auntie May died 3rd July 1997. R. I.P. 

No longer in our lives to share 

But in our hearts you are always there. 

Sadly missed by her nephews and nieces and their 
families. 

 

Jack Harte ï 1
st
 Anniversary ï 2

nd
 July 

Imagine the fuss in Heaven, 

A year ago today, 

When Mam received the news, 

That Dad was on his way, 

She put her arms around him, 

As he walked through heavens door, 

Both of them together and forever more 

We think of you dear Dad, 
With eyes and hearts that fill, 

The love we had in life for you, 

In death grows stronger still. 

Weôd like to say so many things, 

But donôt know where to start, 

We only know we miss you Dad, 

From the bottom of our hearts. 

Deeply missed by your loving family. 

Anniversary Mass will be held in St. Maryôs 

Church on Sunday 5
th

 July at 8.45am. 

 

Michael McCormack ï 12
th
 Anniversary ï  

5
th

 July 1997. 
In the silence of our minds 

Where no one else can see, 

Your smile, your voice, your memory, 

Is kept so tenderly. 

Your loving wife Marie, daughter Claire, Paul  

and grandson Dylan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LUCAN COMMUNITY GAMES 
Athletics Results: Last Weekend, Lucan 

Community Games had 50 athletes taking part in 
the Dublin Community Game finals in Morton 

Stadium over the 2 days. The athletes took part in a 

wide range of activities including sprints, relays, 

ball throw and hurdles. Our Athletics team took 

home a total of 9 medals and 4 perpetual trophies-

making it one of the best performances in the last 

few years. The results were as follows: 

Gold Medals: 4 in total: U12 Girls 100m-Danielle 

Murray;U12 Girls 600m-Sarah Reihill; U12 Boys 

600m- Sean Townsend; U12 Girls Relay Team- 

Sarah Reihill, Danielle Murray,  Katlyn Weafer, 

Catherine Sexton. Each gold medallist also 
received a perpetual cup in their respective event. 

 Silver Medals: 2 in total:  U10 Girls 200m- 

Nicole O Gorman; U14 Girls 80m Hurdles- 

Rachael Briggs. 

Bronze Medals: 3 in total: U14 Girls Hurdles- 

Tara Andrews; U12 Boys relay team- Sean 

Townsend, Jack Andrews, Liam Pardy , Niall 

Flanagan; U14 Girls relay team -Rachael Briggs, 

Tara Andrews, Shannon Browne, Lauren Markey. 

 4th Place: U14 Boys 80m Hurdles- Adam Doran. 

 A number of others made it through to the finals 
including Sarah O Gorman, Saoirse Reihill, Oisin 

Smyth and Evan Hollowed. Thanks and well 

done to all the children who took part in the 

competition including Jack Tuite, Barry Shone, 

Ada Bowler, Sarah & Michael Robinson and 

Blaithid Smyth. It was great to see so many 

parents, families, coaches and supporters in Santry 

over the weekend. 

Our 4 Gold medal winners and our 80m 

hurdles silver medallist (Rachael Briggs) will 

represent Dublin in The National Community 

Games finals in Athlone on 21-23rd August. Good 
luck to them all. 

 Camogie Results: The u14 Girls Camogie team 

were the gold medal winners in Dublin and go onto 

compete in the Leinster finals in July. Good luck to 

the girls. 

 

 Siobhan Briggs: PRO, Lucan Community Games. 

 

Medjugorje 2009  

 

29
th
 September to 8

th
 October 

Fare from ú489.00. 

 

Call Pat or Phil at 087 2238911 / 

6281436. 



 
 

 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald - Fine Gael 
Senate Leader  
 Office: 01-6183703/6183771. Mobile: 087-2579026  
 Email: frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie  
Web: www.francesfitzgerald.ie  

Cutbacks in Crumlin:   I am extremely concerned 

with the cutbacks in Crumlinôs Childrenôs Hospital 

which has resulted in the closure of one ward and 

one operating theatre. I visited the hospital recently 

and met with parents, staff and the Board. It is 

essential that cutbacks do not hurt sick children and 

frontline health services are protected.  
Nursing Home Support Scheme Bill:  The 

Government recently introduced the Nursing Home 

Support Scheme Bill. If you have any concerns 

regarding nursing home care for you or a relative 

then please contact my office and I would be happy 

assist you with your query. 

 

Cllr Guss OõConnell (Independent 
Community). 087 6838254 goc2@eircom.net   
The New Council ñControl Groupò is Labour (9) 

Sinn Fein (3) and myself. This group has a 

leadership role in the Chamber but has limited 

power (explain next week).  Itôs not a ñwinner 

takes allò, the rules laid down by the Department  

promotes power sharing, therefore the other 

groups, FG (8) and FF (4) can nominate to internal 

and external committees and bodies and get to 
chair a Specific Policy Committee (SPC) each.  

This gives them two seats on the Corporate 

Management Group with Labour (3) and Sinn Fein 

(1).  The Corporate Management Group also 

includes the Mayor, the County Manager and 

Directors of Services (6), is relatively influential 

and the clearing house for policy.  While the 

Manager is still very powerful, and leads the 

Corporate Team, the members of the Corporate 

Group have their finger on the pulse of the Council.     

  

Paul Gogarty TD ð Green Party 
Tel: 087-2752489. E-mail: info@paulgogarty.com 

No Tax on Mobile Homes: Environment Minister 
John Gormley has introduced amendments to the 

bill in the Seanad this week to exempt mobile 

homes from the new second home charge, 

something I raised within the Green Party recently. 

This is because the vast majority of homes are in 

parks that already contribute to local authorities 

through the payment of commercial rates. Not to 

mention that it would be an unfair tax, 

disproportionately penalising those with small, 

rapidly depreciating investments who have little or 

no income return. 

 

Action on Phone Scams:  

Communications Minister Eamon Ryan has 

presented a Bill to Government to regulate the 

premium rate telecommunication sector in Ireland. 

This relates to premium rate content such as ring 
tones, traffic news, sports results, competitions 

advice, entertainment and chat lines. The Bill is 

aimed at protecting consumers and children from 

rip-offs and scams. 

 

Cllr. Derek Keating Peace Commissioner 

Fine Gael Councillor.66 Beech Park, Lucan     

Tel. 087-2857435.Email: info@derekkeating.net 
Web: www.derekkeating.net  

Lucan Community Festival ô09:  The special 

meeting to plan the Lucan Community Festival will 

take place on Monday next, 6th July in Ballyowen 

Castle Community Centre at 8.00pm. This follows 

earlier representations I made to the Council, which 
was supported by Councillors and Officials alike. I 

have targeted the weekend of Saturday 5th 

September for the Lucan Community Festival 

which marks the occasion of the 50th Anniversary 

of the Liffey Descent. All those interested in sport, 

music, literature, the arts, history and culture etc., 

and indeed any other area of interest, are most 

welcome to attend on Monday night. Thank you 

also to South Dublin County Council for agreeing 

to facilitate Mondayôs meeting. In the meantime all 

suggestions are welcome. For further information 

please telephone 087-2857435 or email 
info@derekkeating.net   

Derekôs Email Newsletter: to receive a free copy 

please email info@derekkeating.net marked 

ñSubscribeò. 

 

Cllr. William Lavelle - Fine Gael  
16 Lána na bPáirce, Ballyowen Lane  
087-4107885  
wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie  
N4 Works:  The óofficial openingô of the N4 

upgrade project takes place on Monday. This major 

road project is being completed under plans 

approved by An Bord Pleanála back in 2005. These 

plans include provision for closure of the Esker 

Lane slip-road and the Tandyôs Lane slip-road at 

Ardeevin. While it has always been accepted that 

the approved plans could not be amended, the 

council still have the power to introduce NEW road 

schemes which would allow for the safe reopening 
of redesigned service-road exits in the future. This 

is something I will continue to pursue on the 

council. 

 

 

Political notes continued further oné.. 
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Greetings all,  
 

Good news just in, two weeks ago Nagarhope 

Nepal became an officially registered Nepali NGO 

(non-governmental organisation) and we had our 

first official meeting to discuss projects and our 

plan to construct a children's home in Nagarkot, my 

home for 20 months now. Dhurba, Raju and co. 

have worked on this registration for the last 8 

months, and although some aspects of Nepali life 

have hampered us along the way, we are delighted 
to report that the process is finally over. 
 

It now gives us full legal opportunities to work 

within Nepal in the children's home sector and also 

the education sector. 
 

The photo above shows the school in a place called 

Talamarang, a 6 hour mountainous bus-ride from 

Kathmandu, where three large classrooms are 

under construction. 
 

 

 

 

The local community through labour and material 

collection - i.e. -sand, wood, stone, gravel etc... are 

providing 25% of the total costs of construction, 

and local employment has also been provided to a 
select few tradesmen. As of 23rd of June the 

foundation and walls have been completed, we now 

await the roof-men to construct the roof, followed 

by the plasterers, window-fitters etc... 
 

The three new classrooms have been built to 

accommodate up to 160 students and the rooms 

will be utilised for classes and nursery, 1 & 2. 
 

More news to follow soon,  
 

Regards and thank you all for your continued 

support and kind words 
Doc Clandillon 

25th June 2009 

 

 
 

 

  

  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

FINAL REMINDER  

BLOCK AD.  RENEWAL 
Notices have been issued for the renewal of block advertisements. 

If you wish to retain your space for the coming year, please reply to Lucan Newsletter not later than 

Thursday 9
th

 July ï NEXT THURSDAY!  
 

If we have not received your subscription by that date, we will assume that you do not wish to continue 

advertising with us, and will allocate your space to next on our waiting list. 
 

Thank you to those who have replied to date.  

 



Lucan 1937 
 

Although, this O.S. map is dated 1937, the same 

map would have covered Lucan Village and 

surrounds up to 1960. 
 

To the north are the fields of Westmanstown and 

Laraghcon. The residents of Weirview and 

Millbank, who worked in the nearby woollen mill, 
made up the population of this area back then. The 

site of a castle is identified, and at the end of 

Weirview, just at the entrance to Hillsborough, the 

site of 'Sunday Well' is marked.  
 

To the south of the Liffey, and east of the bridge, 

the Rectory (now Old Rectory estate) is marked, 

and in place of the present boys school is an open 

field, then belonging to St. Edmundsbury.  
 

The Village itself, has seen a few changes ï a 

couple of the old buildings have been demolished 
and rebuilt; others refurbished, with new 

extensions and apartments close by; but the biggest 

change of all in this area is the arrival of Sarsfield 

Park around 1960. This estate would fill the fields 

between Main Street houses and the Main Road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the east of that area is the Old Spa House ï the 

site of Lucan's Iron Spa.  Close by, St. Joseph's 

Convent, St. Mary's Church and Graveyard, and 

Schools are identified.  
 

Just look at the area between the Main Road and 

Esker Hill ï Canonbrook, Clonard and Clonbrone 
are the only dwellings ï about thirty years on, these 

'empty' fields would begin to fill up with the estates 

of Esker Lawns, Lucan Heights, Beech Park and 

Cherbury Park. The convent schools would also 

expand into these open spaces. 
 

To the west of the map is the Lucan Estate ï the 

O'Connor Don was in possession of Lucan House 

and the area that now belongs to the Italian 

Embassy. Close by, the Castle and Church Ruins 

are identified. 
 

South of the Lucan Estate, you can see the layout 

of The Orchard (now a modern development) and 

Primrose Lane, with The Manse. Close by, on the 

Lock (Newcastle) Road is the Souterrain at Moat 

Hill.  

 

 

 
 
 

Hope you enjoy browsing through this map! Over the next few weeks, we hope to publish other parts 

of the same map, loaned by Peter Brady.                                                                          Mary Mulhall 


