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The Epiphany 
 

Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem and asked, "Where is 

the one who has been born king 

of the Jews? We saw his star in 

the east and have come to 

worship him." 

 

Then Herod called the Magi 

secretly and found out form 

them the exact time the star had 

appeared. He sent them to 

Bethlehem and said, "Go and 

make a careful search for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me so that I too may go and worship him." 

 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the 

east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 

saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod they returned to their country by 

another route. 
 

Matthew 2 : 2,7,9-12 

 

LUCAN 
NEWSLETTER 



Sarsfields Park & Districts Residents 
Association 
Results of Annual Christmas Draw. 

1st: House No.27 – 2nd: No 1 – 3rd: No.109 – 4th: 

No. 100 – 5th: No. 80 – 6th: No. 72 – 7th: No. 86 – 

8th: No. 59 – 9th:  Chapel Hill – 10th: No. 22. 

Happy New Year to all who are ill in hospital or 
at home. I wish you a speedy recovery. 

Our first meeting of the New Year will take place 

in the Muintir na Tire Hall on Tuesday 8th January 

at 8.15pm. 

Many thanks to the Committee Members and all 

others for their commitment and dedication during 

the past year.  

A special word of thanks to the members of the 

Newsletter for affording us the space to 

communicate to all our residents regarding 

matters concerning our estate. 
Malcolm Mahady, Chairperson. 

 

Transport Users 
What have the people of Lucan done to deserve 

the treatment they are getting from the planners? 

The planners have made traffic congestion worse 

in the area despite the massive amount of road 

works designed as we are told to improve traffic 

flow, in fact these are adding to congestion with 

badly thought out ideas. Now they are building a 

flyover at Newcastel/N4 junction as they say, to 

ease Lucan traffic problems. This is not done for 
Lucan, but for others that pass through. By 

building this flyover they will draw more traffic 

down the Newcastle Road where there are three 

schools, a church, supermarket, Sports Centre, 

GAA club and local housing. This creates a short 

cut to the Blanchardstown area, choking over-

congested Lucan village. The solution is simple. 

Put in the U-bridge concept at the Newcastle 

junction requiring no major delays from road 

works benefiting all. Unfortunately the planners 

were able to fool us all, get their way and cut 
down the noise-barrier trees. 

 

The 25A bus route was even refused a new high-

quality low-floor bus by the Dept. of Transport 

that would benefit the elderly, wheelchair users 

and mothers with prams. Everything should not be 

designed to suit Adamstown. 

Tom Newton 086-3127364. 

 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
Happy New Year and welcome back to all our 

members. Club reopens Wed. 9th January, 10-30-
12.30. New members are always welcome. 

Best wishes for 2008 to Newsletter and Parish 

Centre Staff. 

Committee meeting, Tuesday 8th at 10.30 am. 

Lucan Active Retirement 
Association 
Do hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas. 

Welcome back to the club next Thursday 10th 

January, where we re-open for the New Year 

2008.  

Our A.G.M. is on Thursday 31st January. 
All members are requested to be there, to elect the 

new committee. 

Sheila. 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community Centre 

(Opposite Eurospar) 

Tel. 6217930. Email 

ballyowencastle.cic@ciboard.ie 

www.citizensinformation.ie 

 
Legal Advice by Appointment 

 

Opening hours Monday to 

Friday 10am to 4pm. 

Closed for lunch from 1 – 2 pm. 

 

 

 
 

Pilgrimage to Nevers / Lourdes 2008 
30

th
 July to 6

th
 August 

30
th

 / 31
st
 

Stay in Paris. Visit Nevers, Convent of St. 

Gildard, where the body of St. Bernadette is 

miraculously preserved. 

B/B & evening meal in Paris. 

1
st
 – 6

th
 August 

We celebrate the jubilee of the Apparitions on our 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 

Full Board in Hotel Agena 
(4 minutes from Grotto) 

All inclusive price - €885 

Deposit - €200 secures place. 

Spiritual Director – Fr Tom Early 

Organised through Joe Walsh Tours – ref. TO 

O52. 

For further details: 

Phone Oliver & Breeda at 6240510. 

Good Lad Ronan! 
 

Ronan Sharkey (aged 11) will be lining out 

with Leinster as Mascot for this week‟s 

game against Ospreys in the RDS on 

Saturday night, 5th January. 
Ronan lives in Beechgrove and plays rugby 

for Barnhall under 12s. He is a 5th Class 

pupil of Scoil Mhuire Woodview/Airlie 

Heights. 

 

mailto:ballyowencastle.cic@ciboard.ie
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A January  
Lucan Alphabet 
 

A – Adamstown 
Did they get it right? School is open anyway, and 

football club in action. There is a train station and 
a railway, but it would take longer to get there 

from the village than to drive to the city because 

of N below. 

 

B – Bus lanes where there are no buses. 

 

C – Croke Park win for Lucan BNS as they 

capture Corn Clanna Gael. 

 

D – Dodsboro Statue not Moving says 

Council. 

Is Park & Ride a Dead Duck? 

 

E – Education. 5 new primary schools for 

Lucan; and a Second Level School, but where? 

 

F – Fachtna Clandillon Founds Orphanage in 

India and gets great support. 

 

G – Green Party. Now that they are in power 

will they force us to use those awful energy-

saving light bulbs? 

 

H – Hemerychs Snooker Hall to Close. Will 

Lucan really become a Heritage Town or is it Pie 
in the Sky? 

 

I – Idiots daub Town Hall in post-election Green 

Protest. 

 

J – Jam on it! TDs get big pay rise but postpone 

delivery. 

 

K – Fr. Thomas Kennedy joins the parish 

team in St. Mary‟s. Kenya explodes in tribal 

warfare following elections – appalling scenes 

portrayed on T.B. Can nobody help? 

 

L – Leap Year. Ladies, this is your chance! 

 

M – Mud on Chapel Hill. When will the 

footpath be made clean and safe? It‟s in a really 

terrible condition. 

 

N – Newcastle Road. Road works cause 

chaos. Next the fly-over. When will it end? 

 

O – Olympics Games in Beijing. Will China 

improve its human rights profile, or do we care? 

 

P – Postcards of Lucan scenes on sale last year. 

2008 is the year of the Potato, can you believe it? 

Premises close down on Main Street – is traffic 

chaos putting traders out of business? 

 

Q – Queues in Hospital A & E Departments 

continue to grow. Questions asked about Cancer 

diagnosis in several locations. 

 

R – Radio Station. Liffey Sound wins awards 

for two special programmes. Railings in the 

village cause April Fool fun. 

 

S – Gerard Regan wins a medal at the Special 

Olympics in Shanghai. 

Stan the Man gets the sack but seems to be 

irreplaceable. 

 

T – Treasures of Lucan revealed. 

Tidy Towns Group wins award after award. 

 

U – Umbrellas. 2007 was the wettest summer 

for years. It was also the warmest. But rain is rain, 

whether hot or cold! 

 

V – Volunteers. All those wonderful people 

who work with football and athletic clubs. GAA 

teams and mentors, Youth Clubs and Information 

Centres. Community Radio, and let‟s fact it, 

Lucan Newsletter. See www.volunteering..ie 

 

W – Wild Flowers. Michael Barrett describes 

them wonderfully in T above. 

 

X-Ray – the kind of vision you‟d need to read 

between the lines of the Mahon Tribunal – will 

they ever get to actually discussing Quarryvale? 

 

Y – Youth see Coffee Bar at Griffeen Road 

location. When will it be furnished and ready to 

open its doors? 

 

Z – Zoning of Clonburris. Two different lots of 

zoning involved. Do you know that it‟s right on 

our doorstop, just beyond Balgaddy? Are we 
going to have another A, above, on our hands, 

with less infra-structure? 

 

 

http://www.volunteering..ie/


Parish Notes 
 

St. Patrick’s 

Esker / Dodsboro / Adamstown 
 

Blessing of Parents Before Childbirth 

The monthly Blessing for Parents before 

Childbirth will be given after 10.30 am Mass on 

this Sunday, 6th January. All parents, fathers and 

mothers, who are expecting a child, are welcome 
to have this blessing. 

 

St. Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group will meet in St. Patrick‟s 

Pastoral centre on Monday from 8.30-9.15pm. 

All are welcome to join the group in prayer. 

 

Pastoral Council 

There will be a meeting of the parish Pastoral 

Council in St. Patrick‟s Pastoral Centre on 

Thursday next, 10th January, at 8pm. 

 

Eucharist Adoration 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration on Saturday 

from 5.30-6.45pm. All are welcome to spend 

some time in quiet prayer and reflection. 

 

Parish Calendar 

Copies of the Parish calendar for the year 2008 

are available at the church. We invite each family 

to bring home a copy and keep it for reference. 

 

Baptism Thanksgiving Ceremony 
We have written to the parents of all the children 

who were baptised here in St. Patrick‟s Church 

during 2007, inviting them and their families to a 

ceremony of thanksgiving in the church at 3.30 

pm on Sunday, 13th January 2008. We thank those 

who have sent in their replies, and we look 

forward to hearing from the rest of the families by 

this Sunday, 6
th

 January, so that we can know the 

numbers to expect at the celebration. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Divine Mercy, Lucan South 
 

Adoration & Prayer 

Adoration takes place every Friday from 10am- 
3pm and on Monday nights 8-9 pm. 

Charismatic Renewal: Mondays, 6-7.30 pm. 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays, 9.45 – 10.45 am. 
 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 17th July 2008. 

Seven nights‟ duration, full board, transfers and 

taxes included. 

Cost €699, contact Sheila Duffy or Joan 

Chercham. 
 

Altar Servers 

Resume Monday 4th February 2008 at 6.15 pm.  

We wish to recruit and train new servers – 

children that attend Mass regularly with their 

parents and have received or expect to receive 
their First Holy Communion this year. Consent 

forms and Registration forms are available in the 

sacristy. 
 

Baptism Meeting 

Next meetings will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday 9th and 20th January at 7.30 pm. 
 

Baptisms 

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community: 

Megan Minartamfunmu 

Cian Mulread 

Victoria Tinubu 

Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

St. Mary’s Lucan 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our Christmas 

liturgies, particularly Readers, Eucharistic 

Ministers, Singers & Musicians, Sacristans and 

Welcomers. The Church was packed for every 

Mass and it was wonderful to see so many 

families present, as well as people who had 

returned to Lucan for Christmas. 

 

We owe a debt of gratitude also to those who 

cleaned and decorated the church so beautifully. 

 
Once again Ewan prepared a beautiful Crib (be 

sure and check that the Three Wise Men arrive in 

time for the Epiphany because they can‟t stay too 

long this year!). 

 

A particular thanks to the teachers and girls of 

Scoil Mhuire GNS who presented such a prayerful 

Nativity Play during Mass on Christmas Eve. 

Medjugorje ô08 
 

12-day -€579.  6-€539. 

Depart 30th March 

Spiritual Director Fr Tom Gilroy 

 

Call Pat or Phil 087-2238911 / 01-
6281436. 

 

 



 

Thank you too to all who contributed so 

generously to the Christmas Dues Envelopes. 
 

The Parish Office is open again after the 

Christmas break. Deirdre can be contacted on 

6217041 for any queries to do with parish 

business. 

 

Milltown Institute 
Second Semester January ’08 – April ’08. 

Daytime Selected Modules at Milltown Institute.  

Dublin 6. „Take a Module for Personal Interest or 

for Credit Philosophy, Theology, Spirituality, 

Scripture, Pastoral Care‟. 

Modules include 

 Philosophy of Sexuality 

 Political Philosophy 

 Heideggar 

 Transformative Spirituality 

 Dreams and Spirituality 

 Issued in Mysticism 

 Bible and Spirituality 

 12th-14th Century Spiritualities 

 Greek Language and Culture 

 Religious Fidelity in an Era of Cultural 

Upheaval 

 Judaism: An introduction 

 Theology of Life and Death 

 Liturgical Theology 

 Eucharist 

 Ethics and Culture 

 Sexual Ethics 

 Canon Law of Marriage 

 Migration: Justice and the Stranger in the 

Global Village 

 Introduction to the Economics of Social 
Justice 

 World Religious: Islam 

 Mission History 

 Pastoral Leadership Skills 

 The Art of Stillness 

To register for a modules (s) 

Open Registration Evening – January 9th, 7-9pm. 

Or to request a brochure please contact Sorcha 

Woods on 01-2776352. 

 

Film Club with a Difference 
Every Friday at 7.30 pm from 11th January the 

Loreto Centre, Crumlin Road, Dublin 12. 

Inspired by the book ‘Finding God In The Dark’ 

by John Pungente SJ and Monty Williams SJ, the 

programme offers material to think about before 
the movie.  

Don‟t forget & bring popcorn! Admission Free. 

Showing on 11th January, „2001 A Space 

Odyssey‟. 

 

What Are They Saying 

About Hope? 
 

With an endless catalogue of disasters around the 

world; tsunamis, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, 

draughts, hunger, epidemics, wars, terrorist 

attacks, drug offences, arms struggling, rapes, 

gangland crimes, murders etct, the virtue of hope 

is certain to be greeted with incredulity. As 

someone surmises; “it seems God decided to 

punish us for our disobedience that He allows us 

to be bespattered with a salvo of disasters”. 

 

Prior to any political rule, people‟s hope is raised 
by promises of heaven on earth. However, 

experience shows that as soon as the political 

batons are handed over the new leadership, hope 

again becomes the first victim to be sacrificed on 

the altar of ineptitude. All I can say is that the 

hope of the nations lies elsewhere. 

 

The hope of the nations lies outside the political 

sphere, and it is a real hope, a hope that is 

accessible to you and me, which began in a stable 

in Bethlehem. I am not talking of the hope 
announced by the political power-brokers of our 

time, but one proclaimed by the „uncultured‟ 

voice of John the Baptist. It is a hope that helps us 

to realise the full reality and implications of God 

taking on flesh and becoming human. And God is 

with us in everything, even in our own very 

nature. He knows our needs and He shares in our 

pains and anxieties. He, Immanuel, the newborn 

King who rules from the untidy wood of the crib 

to the ignominious wood of the cross is the only 

one hope of the nations. 

 
Despite not taking on any exquisite appearance 

like our modern day celebrates, Jesus, the hope of 

all the nations, the triumphant King of the ages, 

has turned our mourning into dancing. With his 

coming, what was prophesied by Isaiah is made 

manifest. “The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness, on them light has shone…For a 

child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is.9:2; 6). 

 

The inauguration of his peaceable kingdom, 

where hope is made real and love immutable, has 

changed the direction of the cosmic compass for 

ever! 

 Aloysius Zuribo. 

 



 

Liffey Sound, 96.4fm 
All our volunteers at Liffey Sound 96.4fm wish 

everyone all the best for 2008. 

 

We are back to broadcasting our usual hours after 
our extended period for Christmas and New  Year. 

Why not tune in?- 5 pm to midnight Monday to 

Friday, and 8 am to midnight Saturday and 

Sunday. 

 

If you are organising an event or have any news or 

ideas for radio, remember, it is your radio station! 

Have us along at your event or share local news 

with everyone else in the community. Contact us 

by telephone on 6219452; text the studio live on 

0870627138 or you can email at any time 

info@liffeysound.com 
 

For more information, log on to our website, 

www.liffeysound.com and of course, stay tuned to 

96.4fm, Liffey Sound fm, Community Radio at its 

best. 

 

More St. Maryõs Notes 
 

Christian Meditation recommences on Tuesday 

8th January at 8 pm. All welcome. 

 

Prayer Group 
May 2008 bring great blessings to our Parish, and 

peace and happiness to all. 

Next meeting Wednesday night, 9th January in 

Room 3 in the Parish Centre. Everybody 

welcome.  

Rosary 7.45 – Meeting 8 pm. 

 

 

More Political Notes 
 

Joanna Tuffy T.D. Labour 
Phone 6280765 (h) 6183882 (o), 46a Esker 

Lawns, Lucan. Email joanna.tuffy@oireachtas.ie  

Web www.tuffylabour.ie 

LUAS Proposals for Lucan:  

The deadline for submissions to the Rail 

Procurement Agency on LUAS Line F Option 1 

and Option 2, including sup-options A-E is 
Thursday 31st January 2008. 

I would urge residents to look at the proposals and 

make their views known to the RPA. A link to 

information is www.rpa.ie/luas/about/luas/line.ie 

The RPA state they hope to announce the 

Preferred Selected route in March 2008 in 

advance of submission of the railway order to An 

Bord Pleanála.  

Political notes continued further on...... 

 

We may have missed out on a 

white Christmas this yare, but as 

we go to print on Thursday night 

it‟s looking good for Little 

Christmas. Snowflakes are 

lodging on our cars outside and I 
suspect it will be hot whiskeys all round when we 

get home. 
 

The holidays are officially over this weekend 

and its back to work and back to school for all. 

Birdie hopes the transition is not too painful – and 

tries not to think of the traffic jams on Monday 

morning. Driving has been rather nice for the past 

12 days! 
 

Not all drivers would agree with me. Certainly 

whoever demolished the protective railings at the 

top of Chapel Hill (near St. Andrew‟s Primary 
School) probable wasn‟t too happy about it. Was 

it a bus or a truck or a car? Nobody seems to 

know. But the mess needs to be cleaned up, that‟s 

for sure, before somebody falls over it. 
 

Footpath at the entrance to the LIFE Centre 
(old Vocational School) needs to be repaired too 

before somebody takes a toss there. 
 

I hear that on of the effects of the expected 

Global Warning is that some of our flora and 

fauna will change. In theory I can cope with these 
things, but when they sad that there would be no 

more bluebells blooming in my back garden or 

nestling under the trees in woods I was quite 

shattered. The ones I have were given to me in 

1994 and are very special. 
 

Got a lovely verse on a Christmas Card to the 

Newsletter Staff this year. I‟m sure the sender 

won‟t object if Birdie includes it this week – it 

seems most appropriate, and the snow is getting 

heavier…   

 

Reflection 
 

The little cares that fretted me I lost them 

yesterday. 

Among the fields, above the sea, among the 
winds at play. 

Among the lowing of the herds, the rustling of 

the trees. 
Among the singing of the birds, the humming 

of the bees. 

The foolish fears of what may happen I cast 

them all away. 
Among the husking of the corn, where drowsy 

poppies nod. 

Where ill thoughts die food is born. Out in 
the fields with God. 

mailto:info@liffeysound.com
http://www.liffeysound.com/
http://www.tuffylabour.ie/
http://www.rpa.ie/luas/about/luas/line.ie


 

The men to fix the pipes 
 

I should have known immediately that they 
were not the men for the job, even though I 

had assured hubby that they were reliable.  

Your see, I really wanted to get this long 
awaited job completed, and tradesmen can be 

hard to find. 

 
The gnome-like figure was well over 70. His 

„mate‟, beaming from ear to ear, was older. A 

friend had recommended them. I had no 

reason to query their expertise – just that fear 
that launches itself unbidden into your mind 

when disaster lurks around the corner. 

 
The job was to move a gas burner from the 

floor and mount it in another position. A hole 

drilled through the wall would accommodate 

the ventilation. It was the Saturday before 
Palm Sunday. 

 

The gnome measured and made notes in his 
book. His mate admired the azalea in the 

back garden. They worked out how much 

piping would be needed and hubby parted 
with the cash. The mate would be back in the 

morning to start the job. 

 

The next day, having again admired the 
glowing red plant in the garden, he started 

work. There was a lot of noise and dust, 

without much progress. Hubby eyed the 
proceedings nervously. He was surprised at 

how few tools the man had and not at all 

surprised when he failed to penetrate the 
concrete blocks. Some three hours later the 

plumber‟s mate said he had to be off. He 

would have to get a bigger mallet. He was 

gone before it registered that he had said he‟d 
be back on Saturday – six whole days away! 

 

But Saturday it was – Holy Saturday, an 
appropriately named day in an irreligious 

kind of way. Dust and pebbles flew 

everywhere, but eventually the hole was 

there. Hubby helped manoeuvre the pipes 
together. The man said the boss would come 

the next morning to reconnect the gas, but I 

drew the line at work on Easter Sunday. 
“OK”, he shrugged “Monday then”. 

 

 

When the job was finished and the workmen 
had departed we viewed the contraption – for 

that was all you could call it. It was a sight to 

behold, I can‟t begin to describe the myriad 

of piped old and new, thick and thin, with 
bends and joints like you‟ve never seen. I 

said, sure wasn‟t it great to have it finished. 

Hubby wanted to know why the heat wasn‟t 
working. 

 

Five days later I managed to make contact 
“It‟s all sorted”, he said. “Just turn on the 

switch”. Hubby did as he was told. There was 

a roar of gas and black smoke poured into the 

kitchen. He switched it off quickly, muttering 
incantations under his breath that boded no 

good for either me or the plumber. 

 
“I‟ll ring him again,” I quavered. “I‟ll 

get him to fix it”. Hubby was having 

none of it. “I don‟t think so,” he said. 
“I‟ll get somebody else”. 

 

Plumber No. 2 arrived in due course, a proper 

tradesman hired by hubby.  
Approaching the labyrinth of pipes carefully 

and examining the work like a doctor 

diagnosing an exotic disease, he „tut-tutted‟. 
And he tot-totted.  

A substantial sum was needed to correct the 

sad mess, and he wouldn‟t be free for weeks. 

 
Summer was well established and providing 

all the heat we needed before the job was 

finished and sanity achieved. My reputation 
as an advisor on domestic repair work was 

destroyed and it took some time for harmony 

to be restored in the home. 
 

As for „The Marx Brothers‟ who started the 

whole sorry saga – if only I could my hands 

on them….. 
 

JOF 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Political Notes 
 

Cllr. Derek Keating PC 
66, Beech Park, Lucan.  

Independent Community Councillor. 

Tel: 087-2857435. 

Email: info@derekkeating.net 

Happy New Year to all Lucan Residents and 

Lucan Newsletter Staff. In 2008 I will continue to 

pursue a range of issues, including NO housing 

development at St. Edmundsbury, improved 

transportation including LUAS for Lucan, School 

Transport, the Lucan Swimming Pool 

incorporated in the new Sports and Leisure 
Centre, Lucan‟s 1st Youth Café, adequate Schools 

and funding. All-Weather Sports Facilities, and 

much more. I remain available by email or 

directly at 087-2857435. I am delighted to hear 

form you on any issue. 

Refuse Collection 

I received numerous queries over Christmas; I 

will bring each item to the Council‟s attention to 

help eliminate such future problems. During 2008 

a new computerised system of payment will be 

introduced to replace the less than perfect bin-tag 
system. 

Clonburris Development 

I will continue with my representations reflecting 

our community‟s views following my extensive 

consultation on this proposed high-density 

development in Lucan South. 

 

 

 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald 
Fine Gael Senate Leader 

Ph. 01-618 

Frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie 

Happy New Year 

May I wish a peaceful and prosperous 2008 to the 

staff and readers of the Lucan Newsletter. 

Luas for Lucan 

Lucan residents have until the end of January to 
make submissions on the various route options for 

the proposed Luas to Lucan. Check online at 

www.rpa.ie for more details. Fine Gael is 

consulting with residents and community groups 

before we finalise our submission. 

Joining Fine Gael 

If you are interested in joining Lucan Fine Gael or 

Young Fine Gael please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 2007 saw a lot of new members join our part 

locally. 

 

 
 

 

 

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy ï Labour Party 
22 Liffey Wood, Lucan. 

Tel: 6109313. Moble: 086-3863173. 

Email: etuffy.sdublincoco.ie 

Your Council in 2008 – How much it will spend 

and where The Money comes from – 

On Wednesday next we will formally adopt the 

Council‟s Budget for 2008, having agreed it on 20 

December. Your Council will spend €284 million 

in the year, just over €1000 for every resident in 

South Dublin. The biggest amounts will be spent 
on Environmental Protection, including waste 

Management (€87 million), Housing (€56 

million), Water Supply and Sewerage (€ 46 

million), Recreation and Amenity (€36 million), 

Roads and Safety (€31 million). Only 9% of our 

income will come directly from the government as 

Local Government Grant (about €106 per resident 

the lowest in the country; some Councils get over 

€500 for every resident). Over €120 million (43%) 

will come from Commercial Rates from business, 

€36 million from Charges for Services and €25.5 
million from Housing Rents. 

Next week-information on our capital budget. 

Athbhlain faoi shean agus faoi mhaise daoibh go 

leir i 2008. 

 

 

Mary Harney – Minister for Health and 

Children. 
Constituency Office Contact Details 

Department of Health, Hawkins St., Dublin 2. 

Ph. 6353135. Fax. 6714429 or email 

alan_mcgaughey@health.irlgov.ie 

Bin Charges 

South Dublin County Council have confirmed that 

there will be no increase in bin charges for 2008. I 

am very pleased that the Council have decided not 

to introduce a flat rate annual fee on top of the per 

lift charges. The Council will also be installing 
new technology on their bins that will mean bin 

tags will no longer be necessary and residents will 

simply „top up‟ their bin charge credit. 

Christmas Tree Recycling 

From Monday 7th January Lucan residents will be 

able to bring their Christmas tree for recycling to 

four locations in Lucan – these are; 

 The Green Waster  Recycling Facility at 

Esker Lane 

 The open space at Beech Park 

 The open space at Sarsfield Park 

 The open space at Foxborough Park. 

Lucan Clinic 

My Lucan Clinic takes place on Saturday morning 

at 11 am in Kenny‟s in Lucan. 

Monday 24
th

 December 2007. 10.30 am  

mailto:info@derekkeating.net
mailto:Frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie
http://www.rpa.ie/
mailto:alan_mcgaughey@health.irlgov.ie


Monday 24th December 2007. 10.30am, 

Katmanduéé. 
 

A LONG TRADITIONAL MAIL 
  

Traditionally one of the busiest days of the year 

for many, what with last minute shopping and 

wrapping, meeting old friends, embracing new 

ones. There‟s comfort and warmth in knowing 

that we can bask in each others company 

tomorrow, eat good food, enjoy titanic on RTE 1 

at 9 o‟clock. Our Christmas traditions are plentiful 
and well-deserved, it is a time for peace, a time 

for family, a time for friends………traditionally. 
  

But what happens if you do not have a tradition, if 

you do not have a routine when you wake upon 

Christmas morning, if you do not have a bed, a 

house, a meal to give you energy in the morning. 

Two hours before, I went to hunt down the rat 

pack (street kids), it was cold and I thought I‟d 

bring them for a cup of tea. Four of them slept 

soundly together on freezing cold concrete in a 

freezing cold doorway, some bare-footed, all 
filthy and infested by nits. Raju, now 17, has been 

going home the past five nights – a “bigger boy” 

slashed his arm pretty bad, looks like he has about 

20 stitches. His face is blank, the only thing he 

asks me for is Dettol.  
  

I know where I want to spend my Christmas 

dinner…..but I cannot fulfill that dream. I will eat 

with these kids tell myself that I am doing a good 

deed. But I will also know full well that a good 

meal one day for these children spells a hungry 

day the next day. The evils they face at nighttime 
I cannot protect them from, I am asleep in my 

hotel bed. I will have a comfortable Christmas, 

though not a traditional one as I know it. I will 

eat, but not turkey and ham. Santa Claus does not 

exist over here, Nepali is a Hindu culture and it is 

simply not celebrated. 
 

I could go to one of the bigger hotels or 

restaurants and have the real deal 5-course 

Christmas dinner for about 6 euros. Or I could 

feed myself and twenty children for the same 

price in a local place. Choices like this become 
easy to make after a while. 
  

I have been busy enough since the last mail. 

Dhurba, my good Nepali friend had an operation 

last week, he had to have half his big toe cut off 

due to frostbite sustained earlier this year. (The 

thought brings my mind back to the little dirty 

freezing feet of the rat pack sticking out from 

infested shared filthy blankets). Dhurba is not 

very mobile so I have been helping to cook clean 

and carry. The two kids - Prem and Chandra Maya 

have been doing exams so they have been busy 
studying. In the middle of all this, Dhurba turned 

39 on the 21st (winter solstice), so we threw a 

party for him. Nepali singing all night. Makes a 

change from the Bog-down-in-the-valley-oh Dalto 

J. 
  

Dhurba and I have been getting things together- 

forms for registering the NGO (non-governmental 
organisation), accounts and so forth. Due to him 

being in hospital and the operation, things have 

been slightly on hold. It‟s important for me to not 

get frustrated when things move slower than 

expected. Some things have their own pace and 

cannot be dictated. 
  

I‟ve looked into renting a room in the city, for 

about 30 euros I can get a one-room flat 

(completely unfurnished) with toilet and shower. I 

can‟t commit to a lease just yet until I get my visa 

sorted out. To stay for more then 5 months in any 
one year I must either apply for a student visa or a 

business visa. I will probably try and get a student 

visa and actually study Nepali whilst I am here. I 

have been taking a few lessons to date though my 

learning sped is slow. As the Nepali seem to say 

about everything: Bistaray bistaray – slowly, 

slowly.  
  

Chandra Maya had a wee accident herself two 

weeks ago and missed all but one of her exams. I 

had to go to her school to talk with the principal 

and ask if it would be okay for her to sit them at a 
later date. He asked me if I could teach English 

conversation to the kids (the equivalent of a 

primary school). I am supposed to start tomorrow 

(xmas day) but I had to defer til Thursday. I‟ve 

told him I‟ll try and do two days a week to start 

with. I never thought I would be called sir. 
  

Nagarhope will have it‟s first meeting Nepal-side 

in January. Dhurba and I are still looking for a 

fewmore members to form a committee. It‟s one 

of the most important parts of the process and we 

are trying to make sure we have a lot of areas 
covered i.e. a teacher, someone with experience in 

the charity sector, women as well as men. There 

are a handful of people already reading through 

the paperwork involved in registering an NGO. It 

is probably one of the worst times to be doing so 

due to the political situation in Nepal at the 

moment. It is a long story but I‟ll simplify it. 
  

The Maoists (anti-king) joined the government (6 

other political parties) during the summer. 

General Elections (Constituent Assembly) were 
due to take place in November, but the Maoists 

pulled out. Then they jumped back in and have a 

list of demands to be met before the Election (re-

scheduled for April 08). They want all power to 

be taken away from the king BEFORE the 

election. The Maoists are (or were) considered a 

terrorist-separatist group, were always anti-king 



and have fought a bloody war with the “king‟s 

army”(now peoples army).Now that the king no 

longer controls the army, the Maoists have tried to 

declare that monarchy is not such a bad thing. All 

efforts by all parties involved to instill democracy 

into this crazy country have been hampered by the 
yo-yo antics of the Maoists. Half the time, Nepali 

politics reminds me of a Monty Python sketch. 
  

Nagarhope also has plans to open a small shop 

that will support NGOs in and around Katmandu. 

There are many corrupt NGOs, but we will focus 

on the non-corrupt ones and display information / 

pictures / brochures in the shop. There are always 

many foreigners here for trekking and shopping, 

always people who do not see the craziness that is 

society. If we could have a centrally located info 

point that would help foreigners and Nepalis alike 
to show a greater interest in the work that is being 

done by many organisations here in Katmandu. It 

is still in the idea stage but many people have 

warmed to the idea. I‟ll keep ye updated on it. 
  

I think that‟s all for now. Apologies to many of 

you who only receive this mail and not a 

personalized one. Know that I am still thinking of 

you and sending you good wishes and festive 

cheer. I could go on and write a beautiful essay on 

all the good things about Christmas, but 

unfortunately, I will be abstaining from such 
festivities this year.  
  

Many thanks to you all for your support, it‟s easy 

for me to come out here knowing that hundreds of 

people back home are interested in the work I am 

doing. Please feel free to ask questions or give 

advice. Without those words of support I would 

find it a lot more difficult to keep motivated. My 

low moments are always made high when I hear 

kind words from far away. 
 

Have as peaceful a Christmas as you all can, I am 

thinking of each and every one of you and your 
families. I am without my own family and believe 

me it sort of makes Christmas a little sadder and 

more lonely. We often take for granted what we 

have; we often take for granted those closest to us. 

We often never see what good friends and family 

we have got till we are away from them and miss 

them.  
  

Amn‟t I the lucky one to be so far away from 

those I love, far enough away to know how 

important they all are to me……..??...........Not 
quite, no. 

 But at least I have a bed to keep me warm 

  

Peace love and harmony to one and all. 

Nollaig Shona agus Gra Mor 

Doc 

Fachtna Doc Clandillon 

 
THE STREET and NOT THE STREET 
A LONG tale of two places…….followed by a 

needy appeal 
 

New Years Eve ï 31st December 2007  

Whilst I was dancing to trance music at a party up 

the mountains ,a nine year old girl called Devi 

was raped by a teenager in Thamel, the tourist 

area of Katmandu. I found out two days later, 
yesterday. Whatever bad feelings I had yesterday, 

whatever bad day I might have had, nothing 

compares to a the brutal rape of a child. 
 

Devi ran away from home in and around 

Christmas day. After only 6 days on the street, 

sleeping rough in bitter conditions, Devi was 

dragged down an alley by Kisur, a deaf and dumb 

boy of around 16 or 17, stripped bare and raped. I 

know this boy well enough and have fed him 

many times in the past. 
 

A 25 year old street man by the name of Robbie, 
who I have become close to, found Devi crying 

and naked and tried to comfort her throughout a 

long new years night. He said she cried for hours 

before she would talk. 
 

Robbie beat the deaf and dumb boy, and in turn 

got a hiding from the local mafia, older friends of 

Kisur. 
 

Yesterday (2nd Jan), after eating with 12 street 

kids and Robbie, I was told the story. It left me in 

a state of shock for the rest of the day. I rang 
Jackie, a Frenchman and founder of Umbrella 

Foundation, an Irish funded NGO (non-

governmental organisation) which now has close 

to 300 orphans, street kids and deprived children 

in it‟s care in Katmandu. Jackie told me what I 

already knew – WE ARE FULL. But Jackie 

agreed to take Devi last night, and myself and 

Robbie took her to meet the Umbrella family. 
 

We took her first to the hospital to get treatment 

on a festering open wound on her foot. All the 

toes on one foot were cut off after she received a 
burn.  

 



Another burn mars her face where her wicked 

stepmother (sounds like Cinderella, but this ain‟t 

no fairytale) pushed her into the fire. She gets 

beaten regularly by both her stepmother and 

stepbrother who has also tried numerous times to 

molest her. Devi took to the streets to get away 
from abuse at home and walked straight into much 

worse. Out of the frying pan and into the fire. 
 

Robbie had slept on the street with Devi on New 

Years night and the following night, Devi had 

made a good friend. She pleaded with Umbrella 

staff to let Robbie stay with her on her first night 

in this new strange place full of other children, 

and Robbie did so. I saw him this morning, she 

was still sleeping when he left. I imagine that she 

will have many hours of sleep to catch up on. 
 

Umbrella is struggling to keep it‟s operation going 
due to the massive financial costs They have to 

educate feed and clothe 300 kids, pay and feed 50 

staff as well as numerous volunteers. Jackie told 

me straight out – Doc, if you bring somebody 

here, you must find a sponsor for the child. I told 

him I would sponsor Devi, pay any medical costs 

(the doctors reckon she needs plastic surgery on 

her foot). So I am appealing to anybody out there 

who would like to help a young girl in need. The 

costs range from $500 - $750 US dollars per child 

per year, depending on their age and education, 
though all the money received through 

sponsorship is distributed across the board to 

benefit all children. 
 

It works out at US$ 750 per year, or US$ 62.50 

per month. In Euros 511.81 per year or 42.65 per 

month, close to 10 Euros per week. Anyone 

interested can contact me on 

bilijoni@hotmail.com, or contact Umbrella 

organisation directly at harrycoogan@eircom.net 

(Irish Director) or 

theumbrellafoundation@yahoo.ie   (Dave Cutler – 
Irish Director). Both Harry or Dave can give you 

details of how to donate monthly or yearly by 

standing order etc. 
 

Devi has two blood sisters aged 3 & 5 still living 

with their stepmother and stepbrother. For 

Umbrella to take Devi into their care, papers must 

be organised through the Social Welfare council 

of Nepal. Jackie has told me that every child must 

go through the process and that papers must be 

provided by the child‟s guardian allowing the 

child to be taken into care. Umbrella will also 
look into the case of Devi‟s two young sisters and 

whether or not they are safe in the care of their 

wicked step family. I have visited some of 

Umbrellas 7 homes, they are wonderful places full 

of laughter and happy children. As with every 

child one sponsors, information on that child will 

be given to the sponsor through the Irish directors 

and volunteers. 
 

If more than one person replies to this mail, if 

more than one person is interested in supporting 

one of the best run Ngo‟s in Nepal, I can arrange 

for more than just Devi to be sponsored. Umbrella 

are always in need of more sponsors as the 
number of children grows each month. Their 

website can be found by searching Umbrella 

Foundation online or www.umbrellanepal.org. / 

umbrella@wlink.com.np (direct email). 
 

Thank you all for your time and patience. I have 

many happy stories to tell to you all also, but now 

is not the time. Some things in life get put on the 

back foot due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 

Kind regards, Doc Clandillon, Katmandu, 

Thursday 3rd December 2007, 2pm. 
 

Please, anyone who wishes to help, contact Harry 

or Dave at harrycoogan@eircom.net (irish 

director) or theumbrellafoundation@yahoo.ie   

(dave cutler – irish director). 

 

 

Mission: 
It is the mission of The Umbrella Foundation, 

Ireland/Nepal to rescue children from destitution 

and help them to become educated, contributing 

citizens of Nepal, who will grow up to serve their 

country, and in awareness of their social 

responsibility. 
 

The Umbrella Foundation, Ireland/Nepal, seeks to 

relieve the impact of poverty and war on children 
made destitute in the last ten years of civil conflict 

in Nepal, and to this end, supports the programs of 

the Umbrella Organization, Nepal (UON). 

 

  

giving a future to the children of 
Nepal 
  

Fachtna Doc Clandillon 

 

(00353) 1 6241328 (home) 

 00977 98 03607829 (Nepali mobile) 

bilijoni@hotmail.com 

nagarhope@hotmail.com 

 

 It is only for the sake of those without hope 
that hope is given to us.... 

 

Walter Benjamin, Jewish philosopher. 
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Happy New Year to all our readers and 

members. 
 

Very little happening on the pitches so soon after the 
Christmas. This Saturday our Junior Ladies footballers 
are in Cup action v Clan Mhuire. Our U21 hurlers have 
a final date on Saturday February 9th against Na Fianna, 
Ballyboden, St. Vincent‟s or Erin‟s Hope. With 
Ballyboden, and St. Vincent‟s involved in Leinster Club 
Championship matches, their fixtures were delayed and 

so our opponents are yet unknown. Keep an eye out on 
U21 hurler‟s results elsewhere. 
 

 

 

John Humphrey Memorial Cup. Our U10 

footballers were pipped at the final hurdle of the John 
Humphrey Memorial Cup which took place on 
December 27th and 28th. The lads met the winners, 
Thomas Davis at the group stages with a nail biting 
game. Neither team could take full advantage and the 
match ended in a draw with a scoreline of 1-9 apiece. 
Lucan then saw off Templeogue Synge Street with a 
massive score of 8-12 to 1-4. Bray Emmett‟s were next 

to come up against the lads of Lucan but Lucan 
overcame the Bray team with a score of 7-14 to 2-6 
with some fine scores from C. Rodgers, K. Tully and N. 
Madden. At this stage there were three teams joint top 
and with a Th. Davis – St Vincent‟s drew Lucan needed 
to beat Vincent‟s to top the group. the boys from Lucan 
just put pride in their jerseys and went out and did it. P. 
Crummy never put a foot wrong aided by E. Doherty, 
D. Lacey and D. Flannery in the heart of the defence 

keeping the net dry. The scoring duo of J. Tuite and J. 
Delmar helped by J. Redmond, C.O‟Maolbheanna 
helped us win 4-13 to 1-5. This left Lucan as Group 
winners. In the semi final against St. Oliver 
Plunketts/ER, Player of the Tournament Paul Crummy 
was in flying form for the Lucan side, man-marking 
Plunkett‟s top player and getting some excellent blocks 
and scores. Final score was 3-8 to 1-5 to Lucan. The 

final was one of the games of the tournament with a 
local derby of Lucan and Th. Davis battleing it out for 
the cup. Tuite and P. Rigney put Lucan into an early 
lead with Davis never too far behind. Both teams kept 
fighting with score for score and hit the break 1-4 
apiece. The second half began with the heavens 
opening. The heavy rain soon started flooding the pitch 
but Lucan came out with two fine long range points. 

However, Davis bounced back with a goal and a point. 
Th. Davis seemed to be one foot in front of Lucan by 
getting a goal and 2 points but the determined Lucan 
outfit fought back. The Davis keeper played a fine 
game by saving a number of certain Lucan goal 
attempts. However, it wasn‟t to be Lucan‟s day and 
David lifter the cup with a scoreline of 3-7 to 1-7.  
 

Pitches:  
The goalmouths on the Senior and Juvenile pitches at 
12th Lock were re-sodded just before Christmas, and 
will remain closed until late January. Pitches will not be 
available for matches during this period. Any teams 
training at Club in January will not have access to those 

goal areas. SDCC pitches (AGP & Willsbrook) are 
closed until 19th January. 
 

 

Meanwhile all teams are slowly beginning to return to 

training after the Christmas break. Check with your 
team manager and make sure you get off to a flying 
start to 2008. And juveniles remember you‟re a year 
older since January 1. U10 last year means U11 now! 
 

 

Lucan girls meet the King.  
The five Lucan U13 camogie players on the Dublin 
camogie squad had a great day in Kilkenny just before 
Christmas when they had a personal audience with 
King Henry himself. The girls had a long coaching 
session followed by a very entertaining and interesting 

Q+A session with the maestro. He told them that a 
crucial aspect of his dad is easing back on the Mars bars 
and the number of frees he practices each night depends 
on the amount of balls he can steal from Brian Cody. 
He says his secret for free taking is to aim at the centre 
of the goal; then rise it and hit. Simple fascinating stuff. 
 

 

Adult re-grading.  
Regarding Application Forms for adult hurling and 
football need to be returned to the Club Secretary 
BEFORE January 15. 
 

 

Table Quiz.  
Our first Table Quiz of 2008 takes place on Wednesday 
January 16th. Go on – make a late New Years 
Resolution – and put together a team and take part in 

the remaining Quizzes in the series. These are great fun 
and craic, start and finish fairly promptly and only cost 
€20 for a table of four. 
 

 

ClubShop.  
The shop re-opens on January 19th. Please remember 
that opening times remain Saturdays 10.30-11.30 AM 
and Wednesday 7.30 – 8.30 PM. 
 

 

Our regular Friday Night’s 25 Card Drives 
resume on Friday 11th January 2008. 
 

 

Lotto 
December 23rd – Nos 5,7, 16, 22. No winner. December 
30th – Nos 2, 8, 12, 23. No winner. This Sunday‟s 
Lotto, sponsored by Rialto Motors, will have a Jackpot 
of €4,000 – now that would be a nice start to 2008! 
Albert Curran will be in charge of the draw. 
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LUCAN CYCLING ROAD CLUB 
Carlow Training Weekend 

Lucan Cycling Road Club will be running our 

very successful Annual Training weekend to 

Carlow on January 12th (Partners W welcome). 

This is a very popular weekend 

and sells out early every year 

(over 30 Riders in 2006). 

The Club have included this trip 

in our Activities for many years 

– and it has always been one of 

the year‟s highlight. Full support 

and back-up is provided by Stagg Cycles, and all 
luggage is transported to the hotel. 

Niall Cussen (Route Co-ordinator) will design a 

killer route (with a few surprises as usual) to test 

our fitness and patience. The Hotel is 

conveniently located just 3 minutes walk from 

Carlow Town Centre – although we won‟t be 

travelling straight down – with a route of over 100 

miles planned for day 1. 

 

Top Cycling to Help LUCAN Riders 

Top Cycling Coach, Paddy Doran, has agreed to 
come and meet with us in the New  Year (Jan 7th). 

Paddy is a Level 3 Cycling Coach – the highest 

coaching qualification given by Cycling Ireland, 

has completed a FIAC/UCI Coaching  Course and 

he has many years experience coaching Irish 

cyclists at the highest levels. 

Paddy will cover general topics such as lifestyle, 

training methods, rest and recovery, nutrition and 

tailoring a training program for a specific goal. 

This will be followed by a question and answer 

session. This coaching evening should be useful 

for all members – for underage, women, new 
members, coaches, leisure cyclists and established 

racers who are planning to ride the Rás this year. 

Lucan CRC have been training hard this winter, 

and they showed that they are on the right track by 

dominating and winning the Christmas InterClub 

league hamper race in December. 

The 2008 racing season will start on February 

24th. The Club are still recruiting new members 

for the 2008 season, especially underage and 

female riders. 

If you are interested in training with Lucan – 
contact us through the website 

www.cyclinglucan.com 

Or phone 087-2751129. 

 

 

 

 

LUCAN UNITED F.C. 
Club Lotto – 20th December ‟07. 

5-14-18-24. No winner. Next Jackpot Draw 3rd 

January 2008 - €9,8000. 

Christmas Draw Results  
1st Prize: Emma Hanlon 

2nd Prize: Caroline McCarthy 

3rd Prize: Mick McLoughlin 

4th Prize: Evelyn Cheribini 

5th Prize: Liam Meehan 

6th Prize: Sean Price 

7th Prize: Paul Murray 

8th Prize: Nathan Speigh 

9th Prize: Enda O‟Brien 

10th Prize: Graham Hegerty. 

We wish you a Happy New Year and thank you 

for your continued support. 
 

 

 

 

CHERRY ORCHARD FOOTBALL 
CLUB 
Are looking for a goalkeeper for their under 9 

team.  

If you were born in 1998 and are interested please 

ring 086-8178628. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUCAN LIBRARY 
Phone 6216422. 

Enrolling from Monday 7th January 2008. 
French Class resumes Monday 14th 

English for Foreigners resumes on Tuesday 15th 

January 

Italian – Wednesday 16th January 

Spanish – 17th January 

Irish conversation – 17th January 

Writers Group – 19th January 

Readers Group – Wednesday January 30th. 

New – Bridge for Beginners – Wednesday at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cyclinglucan.com/

