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How well do you get on with your neighbours? 
 
Have you lived near your present neighbours for a long time, and have you always been friends?  Or 
did you dislike them from the very beginning and complain about their children, fume at their untidy 

garden, and give out to everyone you met about their blaring house-alarm that went off during the 

holidays?   Itôs amazing how such things can annoy us, driving us mad sometimes no matter how we 
try to contain our fury.  We waste so much effort being resentful, letting perceived slights fester.  If 

we put half the energy into sorting our differences and getting on with life, we surely would lead 

happier, more peaceful, fulfilled lives.  

 
Did you ring the guards every time parties went on too late at night, or hammer at the front door and 

give them a piece of your mind, threatening violence?   Did you bang on the wall if their music was 

too loud, shout at their children playing football on the road, and keep their ball if it came in over the 
wall into your garden?  Or did you keep an eye on the house for them when they were on holiday, 

look after the spare key so that you could deal with the alarm should it go off, and dry the tears of 

their small child when he fell over and cut his knee?  

 
I have been lucky in life.  I am blessed with good neighbours whose generosity over the past forty 

years has amazed me.  There is always a pleasant word when we meet and the kindnesses that have 

been done to me couldnôt be repaid if I spent the next forty years trying.  Thatôs one reason why I find 
the atrocities of war in places like the Middle East, Chad and Sudan so disturbing.  Apart from the 

loss of life and the appalling abuse of civilians, especially children, the fact is that these people, 

although of different race and creed, are neighbours, in a manner of speaking.  They have been living 
right next to each other for years and years and in all that time their leaders have failed to learn how 

to coexist, how to tolerate one anotherôs idiosyncrasies in so far as they can and find a mediator for 

the things they canôt condone.  Pray God they do so soon.  

 
This need for neighbourly support and the dreadful vista of what can happen on the larger scale of 

things if war breaks out is a good enough reason to support Ecumenism and attend one of the Inter-

church Services that are on this coming week.  
 

The Ecumenical Service in St Maryôs is on Monday 19
th

 at 8pm. 

 
 

If we donôt actively cultivate friendship between people of different faiths and show ourselves to be 

good neighbours, meeting one another fairly regularly and talking about topics of mutual interest, 

things can so easily deteriorate into chaos.  
Joan OôFlynn 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


FOUND 
Purse, in Tesco Carpark before Christmas. 

Owner, please ring 086-0736317 

 

 

Dodsboro Residents 
Our annual Residents Party will take place at 

Springfield Hotel on January 23rd at 7.30pm. 

Get well soon to all who are sick at home or in 

hospital.  

P. Clerkin 

Dodsboro Residents more....  
There will be a meeting of the committee on 

Tuesday next, 20
th
 Januaryat 8pm in Peggy 

Crokeôs house, to make final arrangements for the 

Annual Dinner Dance on Friday 23rd in the 

Springfield Hotel, Leixlip.  

Deepest sympathy is extended to Paddy Clerkin on 

the recent death of his brother Eddie, (originally 
from Roscommon), who resided in the UK.   

May he rest in peace. 

 

 

I.C.A. Notes 
 

Tuesday 20
th

 January. Craft Class 
10am ï 12 noon.  Bring whatever 

project you are working one.  
 

Wed. 21
st
 Jan. Very important 

meeting 8pm.  President Kathleen requests that all 

members should attend this meeting as we need to 

have a discussion and take a vote, the result of 

which will go forward to Federation meeting on 

Tuesday 27th.  
 

Happy New Year to all readers and especially to 

the Newsletter Staff.  
Mary Curley PRO 

 

 

Lucan Girl Guides and Brigíns 
We are looking for more girls to join.  We meet on 

a Monday night 6.30 ï 8 pm in St Thomasô 

National School behind St Patrickôs Church.  Girls 
from ages 7 ï 9 for Brigíns, 10 upwards for Girl 

Guides.  Please call to meeting to enrol.  

 

 

 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
Roster 
Wed. 21

st: Pat Dwyer, Mary Brophy, Helen 

Hickey, Pauline Condron.  

Wed. 28
th

: Moira OôByrne, Clare McDonald, Ann 

Byrne, Peggy McManus.  

Committee Meeting Tuesday 3rd February.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wells For Zoe 
Got a phone call on Tuesday evening asking why 

the Wells for Zoe, Water for Life album had not yet 

been released in Vatican City?  It seems that Pope 

Benedict had read about it in his morning 

newspaper LôOsservatore Romano but found that it 

couldnôt be bought in the local shops.  
 

Of course we sent on a copy, with an apology, but 

he could have got one from the website, online at 

www.wellsforzoe.org. 
 

The piece is part of a 4 page article by John Waters 
- not a lot of people know that!!!  
 

We head back to Malawi for three weeks on 

January 19th, with some RTE people, and later a 

group of student volunteers from Griffith College, 

who have selected a project.  Twenty DIT students 

come at Easter to continue their project in Luvuwu 

and Blackrock College have chosen hs again for 

their Outreach 2009 programme.  
 

We wish all your readers a rewarding 2009 and 

express our sincere thanks for their support and 

prayers.  
John & Mary Coyne 

 
 
 
 
Lucan Branch of the  
Irish Red Cross 
are holding a  

Practical First Aid Course 
 in the  

Spa Hotel < 

on  

24
th

 & 25
th
 January 2009.  

This is a two day course at a cost of ú120 per head.  

9am ï 5pm each day.  
 

We will also hold one on 21st and 22nd February, 

also in the Spa Hotel.  

If you have any queries, please contact  

Bernie Cummins (Secretary) 186-1597606 
 

HAPPY 15th BIRTHDAY 
To 

REBECCA 

on 20
th

 January ó09 

Lots of Love from 

Nanny and Grandad Cummins 

 

http://www.wellsforzoe.org/


Liffey Sound 96.4fm  
is looking for people to participate 

in a series of 7 minute programmes 

called ñTrasna na dTonnta.ò The 

programme is about people who are 

from Ireland, have lived away for 

more than a year and have now 

returned to Ireland.  
 

If you would like to participate or 

know someone who could, please 

contact us on (01) 6219425 or email 

info@liffeysound.com 
 

Donôt forget to add us to your mailing list if you 

have an event on or when you are sending out your 

diary for the year. We have news bulletins on the 

hour from 7pm until 10pm each night and 11am 

until 10pm at the weekends. We can include your 

updates, events and sports results.  
 

Catch the Womanôs Hour this Monday night at 

7pm when Maria and Nessa will be talking to 

Aileen OôDonoghue from the CPLN area 

partnership (formerly Clondalkin partnership).  

 
 

 

Christmas Goal Mile 
Total collected ú3762.  Thanks to everyone who 

participated.   
 

Outstanding donations can be given to  

G. Martin at 087 2132244 

 

 

Out picture shows Niall doing his first óGOALô 

mile this year with his Manager, Grandma Mary 

Ryan 

 

Letter to the 
Editor 
 

Dear Editor,  

 

I would like to correct some inaccuracies in last 

weekôs Green Party political notes, for which I 

place no onus on the newsletter editorial team. It 
was suggested that I, Tom Dowling, had been 

defeated in a recent selection convention to be a 

candidate for the Green Party in the 2009 local 

election. I had in fact withdrawn my nomination 

prior to this vote, to suggest otherwise is 

completely untrue.  I am enclosing a copy of my 

letter withdrawing from the contest prior to the 

vote, for the Newsletter editor. I withdrew my 

name because I felt I no longer had the support of 

key members within the local group. I would like 

to sincerely thank all those within the group who 

had assisted me over the last 7 months since I was 
selected as the primary candidate for Lucan.  

 

Yours Sincerely      

Tom Dowling 
Laraghcon, Lucan  

 

 

Lucan Toastmasters 
People who get ahead in life are those 

who can communicate effectively. To 

learn or improve this priceless skill in 

a supportive and friendly 

environment come to the - 

Next meeting  
Thursday 22nd January 2009 at 8:15pm in the 

Springfield Hotel, Leixlip.  

Internet lucan.freetoasthost.info  

 
 
 
 

Chernobyl Childrenôs Appeal (Irl) 
Lucan Group 

Thank you to those families and individuals who 

made contact to express condolences to our regular 

young visitor Dima Lutsko, whose dad died 
tragically in a recent road accident in Belarus. We 

continue to pass on all such messages of sympathy 

and support to Dima and his family.  

 

If you or our family wish to make enquiries about 

taking a young Chernobyl child for a family 

holiday this July please contact the undersigned. 

All enquiries welcome and treated in confidence.  

 

Derek Keating, Co-ordinator, 087 285 7435.  

 

mailto:info@liffeysound.com


Parish Notes  
 

Parish of  

Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
 

 

Adoration & Pray er  

Adoration takes place every Friday from  

10:00am ï 3:00pm. 

and Monday nights 

8:00 ï 9:00pm.  

Scripture Sharing 

Tuesdays,  9:45 ï 10:45am.  
 

Baptism 

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday    28
th

 January at 7:30pm.  
 

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community:     

Adam Brady 

Patrick OôDonnell 

Please remember them and their families in your 
prayers.  
 

Parish Pastoral Worker 

We welcome Clinton Maher  

 who is training as a Parish Pastoral Worker and 

will be on placement in our parish for the next 

three months.  

Clinton is from Carlow and is currently living in 

Dunboyne.  
 

First Communion and Confirmation  

The monthly Masses preparing for the sacraments 

continue on Sunday 18th January for both First 
Communion (10:30 Mass) and Confirmation 

(12:00 Mass).  

Parents who have children for both sacraments may 

choose either Mass: it is not necessary to attend 

both.  

 A full list of the remaining dates is available in the 

sacristy.  
 

Enrolments for Junior Infants  

Enrolments for Junior Infants in Archbishop Ryan 

Junior School will take place during the month of 

February.  

Requirements 

 Childôs Birth Certificate 

 Household Bill (proof of address)  

 Childôs P.P.S.N.  

 Childôs Baptismal Certificate (if Baptised)  

N.B. School Gates locked between:  (10:45 ï 

11:00 & 12:30 ï 1:00pm.)  
 

St Patrickõs Parish 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
óDo This in Memoryô 

Mass  

The next óDo This in 

Memoryô for the First 

Holy Communion 

Children and their 

parents/guardians will be at 10.30am on this 

Sunday 
 

 

Ecumenical Prayer for Church Unity 
The Annual Week of Prayer for Church Unity 

begins on this Sunday 18th January and will 

continue until 25 January.  The local Ecumenical 

Service of Prayer for Church Unity will be on 

Monday 19 January at 8pm in St Maryôs Church 

Lucan Village.  We hope a good number of our 

parishioners will join us for this service.  
 

 

St Patrickôs Parish Prayer Group 

The group will not meet on Monday 19th January as 

they will be participating in the Ecumenical 

Service of Prayer for Church Unity in St Maryôs 
Church at 8pm.  
 

 

Confirmation Preparation Mass 

The next Mass for the Confirmation Candidates 

and their parents/guardians is on Sunday week, 25th 

January at 12 oôclock Mass.  
 

 

Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like 

to receive Holy Communion on First Fridays and 

on each Sunday, please telephone the parish office 
at 6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am and 

12.30pm and we will be happy to make 

arrangements for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY  
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

18th  - 25th January. 

 

Ecumenical Service  

In 

St. Ma ryôs Lucan 

Monday, 19
th 

at  8:00pm. 

 



St Maryõs Parish, Lucan 
 

T.V. Mass 

St Maryôs are hosting a TV Mass at the end  

of Catholic Schools Week, on 1st February at 11am. 

Be patient with some of the óinconveniencesô.  
Kairos Communications will lead us under the 

watchful eye of Ewan.  
 

óBible Reading in 1 Yearô Group 

First gathering of over 40 people took place last 

Monday.  A lively start with plenty of energy and 

enthusiasm led by Fr Tom.   

Next meeting on 26th January (because of 

Ecumenical Service taking place next Monday.)  

Never too late to start!  
 

Meeting for Parents of Confirmation 
pupils on Tuesday 27th January in the Church at 

8pm.  
 

Christian Meditation  

Meditation is pre-eminently the prayer of faith.  

We know Christ, not through thought, but through 

Faith ï leaving thoughts and words behind.  Faith 

is not a system of beliefs but is a relationship with 

another person ï the capacity we have to be in 

relationship with Christ.  

Every Tuesday at 8pm.  All welcome!  

Sr Geraldine 6217158 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Blessing in coming Home to 

Yourself 
May all that is unforgiven in you, 

Be released. 
 

May your fears yield 

Their deepest tranquilities. 
 

May all that is unlived in you, 

Blossom into a future, 

Graced with love. 
 

John OôDonohue 

Society of St Vincent de Paul 
St Patrickôs Conference, Esker 
 

On behalf of my colleagues, I would like to say a 

Big óThank Youô to all those people who very 

generously contributed to our Christmas Church 

Appeal.  The amount raised was ú12,893 ï a huge 

amount in these difficult times.   

 

Thank you also to Scoil Áine and Scoil Mhuire for 

the beautiful Hampers, to those who donated 

privately and also to everyone who supported our 

toy collection at the Giving Tree in Liffey Valley.  
We were very proud to be able to make Christmas 

a happy time for those families who are less well 

off in our area.  Without your help, many would 

have had nothing. 

 

Thank you also to the man who supplied all the 

turkeys ï they were very welcome indeed.  God 

Bless you all and we wish you a very Happy New 

Year 

Betty Burke, President 086-2593286 

 

 
 

Beatitudes for Women 
 

Blessed is she who gives imply, loves deeply,  

and walks joyfully in life, 

for she has sincerity. 

 

Blessed is she who lives intensely and sings  

lifeôs alleluias, 

for she has awareness. 

 

Blessed is she who speaks gently, lives humbly  
and chooses to five freely, 

for she has dignity. 

 

Blessed is she who listens and hears, and extends 

her hands as a friend, 

for she has understanding. 

 

Blessed is she who suffers with the very  

young, the very old and the lonely, 

for she has compassion. 

 
Blessed is she who greets the world with joy, 

laughter and anticipation, 

for she has courage. 

 

Blessed is she who has sincerity, and awareness, 

freedom and dignity, 

Understanding, compassion and courage, 

For she is a woman, a gift, a blessing. 

 

 

Seachain na h-Aontachta Críostaí 
2009 

Dé hAoine 23 Eanair 2009 ag 8 i.n. 

 

in Ardteampall Chríost 

beidh seirbhís idir-Eaglasta paidreoireachta 

agus ceoil I nGaeilge, 

leis an teideal 

ñGo mba aon ian mo l§imhseò 

(Eizicéil 37:15-19, 22-24a) 

Seanmóirí: An tUrramach Adrienne Ní 

Ghallacháin 

 



Interfaith Celebration, Leixlip 
You are invited to the sixth annual Interfaith 

Celebration on Wednesday 21st Jan at 

8p.m.sharp at Our Ladyôs Parish Centre. 

[behind the Catholic Church of Our Ladyôs 

Nativity, Leixl ip].  

Speakers will attend from the Jewish, Islamic, 

Buddhist and Bahaôi Faiths along with Christians 

from the Church of Ireland, Society of Friends, 

Methodists, Redeemed Christian Church of God 

and the Catholic Faith.  

The Theme this year ï Making room for Faith in 

todayôs world.  

Hosted by Leixlip Intercultural Friends Group 

under the auspices of the Catholic Church of Our 

Ladyôs Nativity and the Church of Ireland 

Leixlip/Lucan.  

All are welcome and an interesting and worthwhile 

evening is promised. 

 

 

 

I  am not a lover of 

reality shows or talent 
competitions.  I have no 

desire to see what goes 

on in the bedroom at 

óBig Brotherô, watch 

people eating insects on 

óI'm a Celebrityô - in 

fact I find both 

obscene.  Talent Shows 

in general break my 

heart worrying about the contestants who don't win 

or at least get through to the next round and annoy 

me when I see the likes of Sean Ban Breathneach 
making no attempt to even try to sing, or ego-filled 

people, sometimes celebrities, making fools of 

themselves tackling a genre which doesn't suit 

them.  

 

But on Sunday night last there was a talent show on 

RTE seeking the best to represent the west of 

Ireland in an all Ireland show judged by Daithí Ó 

Shé (it's from the North next week, with Dana as 

judge).  Some of the contestants were quite 

outstanding.  There was a little girl who couldn't 
have been more than seven, who sang along to a 

tune on her IPod.  They asked her to come back in 

a year or two.  Another little girl - the prettiest little 

thing you ever saw, with red shoes - had to be 

disappointed too.  
 

Then there was a young man with an electric fiddle 

that he had rigged up so that he could be a one-

man-band.  He played traditional tunes with a flair 

and expertise which was invigorating.  New clothes 

for an old craft.  Amazing! 

 Last to show their paces were three young lads 

from the Aran Islands.  Two of them played 

instruments and the third - a wee fellow - danced.  

Now they were fantastic and completely unspoiled 

too, but with an innate dignity.  The tears were 

rolling down my face with joy at their performance 
they were so good.  (Amnôt I a right eegit?)  
 

Both of these acts got through to the final which 

will be in Dublin I presume in four weeks time 

(they have to find people to represent the other 
provinces first).  But in the main, this programme 

was presented very nicely, with no smart remarks 

or hurtful comments from the panel.  In fact if it 

wasn't for the lurking figure of a óSeoigeô - they're 

everywhere, aren't they? -constantly in the 

background I might have said that I enjoyed it 

utterly.  

 

Something that I 

donôt enjoy is getting 

from a slip road on to 
the N4 on the newly 

constructed By Pass.  

Itôs like dicing with 

death.  There is no 

lane open yet to give 

you time to filter in to 

the traffic.  From the 

angle at which your car is stopped, it is difficult to 

see if there are cars in the inside lane, and you 

know you are invisible at night time because none 

of your lights can be seen by the oncoming traffic.  

The exit from the Spa Hotel is particularly 
dangerous.  

 

Now I appreciate the speed at which the work was 

done in completing this underpass.  Is it possible 

that the difficulties I have mentioned can be 

eradicated fairly promptly before a serious accident 

occurs?  

 

It has been mentioned to me that it would be a 

fitting idea to name that underpass on the N4 the 

Gogarty Underpass, in memory of our late Mayor 
Billy who died last year.  What do you think?  Who 

names roads anyway, is it the County Council or 

the National Roads Authority?  It might be worth 

promoting this idea if you think itôs a good one.  

 

How did we let it happen that in the 90 years 

since the first Dáil came tog ether our Republic has 

come to have the highest paid Taoiseach in this 

part of the world, with Junior Ministers who get 

something in the region of ú2,000 a week extra for 

their appointment?  Did we not notice the huge rise 

in salaries being awarded ï a percentage increase 
means so much more to someone on a high wage.  

Have they priced themselves out of the market?  



Acknowledgement 
 

Kathleen Hughes  
I would like to thank most sincerely all my friends 

and neighbours who sympathised with me on the 

recent death of my mother Kathleen Hughes.  

To all those who travelled to the funeral, who sent 

Mass Cards, letters of sympathy, flowers, who 
called or phoned also to Fr Joe Coyne, a very 

special thank  to you all.  

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered 

for all your intentions.  

Rose Fitzgerald.  

 

 

Anniversary 

 

Jack McNally 
17th Anniversary ï 17th January  
Jack, Dad,  

The years are adding up,  
Lots of things have changed,  
But we all still miss you as much as ever.  
Forever in our thoughts.  
Love May, and all your family.  

 

 

 

My Little Flower  

A beautiful Angel 
Who came my way 

Just as I got to know   

She couldnôt stay.  

These precious moments 

I hold with care 

Forever and always.  

Just memories of you my dear 

Your voice I hear 

Just as before 

Like yesterday 

Weôll be reading poetry 

At your chair.  
But you were called  

To a place upstairs 

A beautiful Heaven 

With God youôre near   

with His merciful love 

He offers you some peace above 

Free from pain.  

Eternal life 

So you can enjoy and live the same.  

To my little friend ï Darkest RIP.  

Peter Donohoe 

Togetherness 
 

Death is nothing at all. I have only slipped away 

into the next room. I am I, and you are you. 

Whatever we were to each other that we still are. 

Call me by my old familiar name; speak to me in 
the easy way you always used. 

Put no difference into your tone, wear no forced air 

of solemnity or sorrow. Laugh as we laughed at the 

little jokes we enjoyed together. Play, smile, think 

of me. Pray for me. Let my name be the household 

name it always was. Let it be spoken without the 

shadow of a ghost in it. Life means all that it ever 

meant. It is the same as it ever was. What is death 

but a negligible accident. Why should I be out of 

your mind because I am out of your sight. All is 

well, nothing is lost. One brief moment and all will 

be as it was before. 
 

 

 

 

 

Do Not Go Gentle into 

That Good Night 
 

Do not go gentle into that good night, 

Old age should burn and rave at close of day; 

Rage, rage against the dying light. 
 

Though wise men at thee end know dark is right, 

Because their words had forked into lighting they  

Do not go gentle into that good night. 

 

Good men, the last wave by crying how bright 

Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay, 

Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

 

Wild men who caught and sang the sun is flight, 

And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 

Do not go gentle into that good night. 
 

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding 

sight, 

Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and by gay, 

Rage, rage against the dying light. 

 

And you, my father, there on the sad height, 

Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray 

Do not go gentle into that goodnight. 

Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

 
Dylan Thomas. 

 

 



Senator Frances Fitzgerald- Fine Gael Senate 

Leader.  
Office: 01-6183703/6183771.Mobile:087-2579026.   
Email: frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie  

Web: www.francesfitzgerald.ie  

Local Schools: I am continuing to raise the urgent 

needs of our schools in the locality in 2009 and I 
am hoping that there will be good news in terms of 

sites and development for St Andrew's, Gaelscoil 

Eiscir Riada and a secondary school for South 

Lucan. In the Senate I have also raised the need for 

Educate Together to be raised as a patronage body 

for secondary schools. I will continue to fight 

against the cutbacks affecting all schools in Lucan 

at present.  

Future Panning for Lucan: In my submission to 

South Dublin County Council for the next County  

Development Plan I have stated that enough land 

has been re-zoned in Lucan for development. I 
have sought the creation of a National Park in the 

Liffey Park and improved local services - buses, 

local roads and community amenities.  

 

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy ð Labour Party 
Tel: 6109313: Mobile 086 3863173.  
Email: etuffy@sdublincoco.ie   

Lucan Bus Services: In a week of Government 

disarray, incoherent IMF ramblings from a public 

service trade union leader, and crazy proposals 

from the likes of IBEC, the news that Minister 

Dempsey and Dublin Bus plan to reduce services 

wins the January Mad Idea Award. SDCC has 

invested hundreds of millions in new roads, all 

with Bus Lanes; we want Dublin Bus to put buses 

on these QBCs, to implement real time information 
at bus stops, to put in place new routes to Tallaght, 

Dun Laoghaire and Blanchardstown, and to help 

reduce CO2 emissions by giving us an alternative 

to our cars.  

An Post: I have made strong representations to An 

Post, now that it is going ahead with moving the C 

and D Office from Tandy's Lane, that it must put in 

place a range of options for re-delivery for 

residents who cannot access the Fonthill Road, to 

which there is no bus service from Lucan.  

 

Cllr. Derek Keating ð PC  
Chairman Fine Gael Community Councillor  
Tel. 087-2857435.  
Email: info@derekkeating.net    

Public Transport/Dublin Bus: Many Lucan 

residents will be shocked to hear the Minister for 

Transport announce cut-backs in public transport, 

including buses. People have experienced 

difficulties in accessing reliable public transport 

long before now, particularly residents in estates 

previously served by the Mortonôs Circle Line. Bus 

fares have also been increased recently.  

Anti -Social Behaviour: Thanks to the Gardaí for 

pursuing a range of anti-social issues in the Lucan 

area, including making arrests for recent public 

order offences. I continue to pursue resolutions to 

anti-social issues.  

Green Bin Collections: I contacted Greyhound 
Recycling and Recovery several times this week 

regarding outstanding Green Bin collections for 

Lucan estates. I will not relent until all collection 

services are reliable.  

Email Newsletter: To receive my free Email 

Newsletter please email info@derekkeating.net  

 

Mary Harney ð Minister for Health & Children.  
Ph. 6353135. Fax: 6714429.  
Email: alan_mcgaughey@health.irlgov.ie  

New Cycle / Pedestrian Tracks: SDCC has 

started work on new cycle tracks linking the 12th 

Lock with the Grand Canal Towpath at Davitt 

Road. When completed the footpath and cycle way 

will offer a ógreenô pedestrian and cycle link to the 

city centre.  

<b> Organ Donation: </b>  Last week I launched 

a public consultation on systems of consent for 

organ retention. This is a crucially important ólife 

and deathô health issue especially with demand for 

organs increasing. I hope many people will put 

forward their views on the subject. Please see 
www.dohc.ie for details. All submissions must be 

made by 28th February.  

Lucan Clinic:  My Lucan Clinic takes place this 

Saturday morning from 11am in Kennyôs in Lucan 

village.  

 

Kevin Farrell - Green Party Local Area 

Representative.  
Tel: 087-9295623/01-6219966  
E-mail: info@kevinfarrell.ie  

Happy New Year to the Newsletter Staff and 

Readers.  

SDCC Draft Development Plan 2010 ï 2016: I 

recently made an 8 page submission on the draft 

Development Plan, covering: preservation of the 

Liffey Valley, Noise and Light Pollution, 

Transport, Proper Planning, Leisure Facilities and 

Waste Management. Available on request.  

Israeli Terror in Gaza:  I am outraged at the 
continued illegal occupation, illegal blockade and 

illegal assault on the people of Gaza. This week the 

UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution, 

which ñstrongly condemned the ongoing Israeli 

military operation which had resulted in massive 

violations of human rights of the Palestinian people 

and systematic destruction of the Palestinian 

infrastructure.ò What we need now is action. I call 

on the EU to suspend the EU-Israel Trade 

Agreement, and for the Public to boycott Israeli 

goods.  

mailto:etuffy@sdublincoco.ie
mailto:info@derekkeating.net
mailto:info@derekkeating.net
mailto:alan_mcgaughey@health.irlgov.ie
http://www.dohc.ie/


               CHOOL    

               NEWS  

 
Lucan Community College 
Happy New Year: We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish all our students, parents and 

staff a very Happy New Year. For our exam 

students the countdown has already begun for their 

Mock Exams. Our Leaving Cert students will also 

be making final decisions on college courses as the 

CAO deadline is only weeks away.  

 

Young Scientists: Congratulations to the students 

who participated in the Young Scientist Exhibition 

last year. Approximately 1500 students entered this 
competition nationwide with only 500 projects 

being selected for the exhibition. The students 

involved were: Rachael OôNeill and Louise 

Buckley (TY) with their project ñAre teenagers 

going logo?ò Rachael Bridgette, Carol Gallagher 

and Ronan Healy (TY) with their project 

ñComputers and Dry Eye syndromeò. Robert Neary 

and Raafay Shehzad with their project ñFactors 

affecting the freezing rate of waterò, which was 

highly commended by the judges. Well done also 

to their teachers Ms. Quirke and Ms. Healy.  
 

Debating: Our senior team have now reached the 

knockout stages of this years Concern debates. 

They had an unanimous victory over Naas CBS. 

Well done to Gavin Kelly, John Maher, Owen 

McCabe and Melissa Connick.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

St Josephõs College  
at the Young Scientists 
St Josephôs College Lucan had a strong 

representation at the Young Scientists in the RDS 

last week. 2500 projects applied nationwide, only 

500 of those were accepted for competition, and 5 

of those came from St Josephôs College.  
 

St Josephôs scooped prizes in the following 

categories:  
Highly Commended  

1. Biological and Ecological: (Intermediate)   
 

Kate Mulligan, Elena Stallings, Caoimhe Byrne: 

Irish Bee Propolis ï an Evaluation of its Potential 

in being a Natural Sticky Antimicrobial agent.  
 

2. Technology: (Senior)  
Michelle Toolan, Hannah Gaffney: Sustainable 

Teabags ï Using Chemistry and Technology to 

create a more environmentally friendly Container 

for Tea Leaves 
We are very proud of our Category Winners:  

Third Place in Biological and Ecological  (Senior)  
 

Stephanie Quilligan, Meabh Coakley, Fiona 

Cunniffe:  Control of Somatic Cell Count using 

Karmine Apple Cider Vinegar to Reduce 
Staphylococcus Aureus infection of Irish Dairy 

Cows.  
In fact, this project dealt with a similar theme to the 

Overall Young Scientist Winners (Great minds 

St. Thomasõ J.N.S. Esker, Lucan 
Enrolment of Junior Infants 

(September 2009) 

Registration of new Junior Infants  

will take place on 
Monday 26th, Tuesday 27th and  

Wednesday 28th of January 

between 10.00 and 12.00 

in the Junior Hall. 
 

Please bring along copies of  

Your Childôs Birth and Baptismal 
Certificates;  Your Childôs P.P.S. Number  

and a Household Utility Bill . 
 

Places will be offered subject to our school 

enrolment policy, copies of which are available for 

your perusal on the day. 
 

Provision of false information will lead to 

forfeiture of place 

 



think alike!) John D OôCallaghan, Liam McCarthy: Kinsale Community School. 

Coláiste Phádraig Parents Assoc. 
Young Scientist - Congratulations and well done 

to the Coláiste Phádraig Students who competed at 

the BT Young Scientist Exhibition 2009. Mark 

Caswell 2nd place in the Intermediate, Biological, 
Ecological Services; Keith Nolan awarded a Highly 

Commended Badge for his project; Conor Stevens, 

Colm OôNeill and Karl Maher of Transition Year 

who performed well in the Intermediate Chemical, 

Physical and Mathematical Science Section; Jake 

Leonard, Conor Geraghty and Emmet Bowes who 

received a lot of credit for their project and 

Diarmuid Dwyer, Owen Ennis and Conor Brady 

who just missed out on an award for their project. 

Well done lads and keep up the good work. A 

special word of thanks to Mr. Carey for his 

dedication to these young scientists and for giving 
up his own time to supervise the preparation and 

presentation of the projects.  

 

Annual Voluntary Subscription: ñA gentle 

reminderò. The annual voluntary subscription is 

due. It would be greatly appreciated if all 
parents/guardians can return their subscription as 

soon as possible.  

 

Email Communication: At present all 

communication to parents/guardians is by way of 

the ordinary post. The Committee wish to offer the 

opportunity for all to receive communication from 

the Association by email. Should you wish to be 

included on the email listing please send an email 

to the Communications Officer Jim Madden at 

colaistepadraigassociation@eircom.net for 

inclusion in our inaugural email which will become 
a regular feature during the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The supreme end of education is 

expert discernment in all things ï 

the power to tell the good from the 

bad, the genuine from the 

counterfeit, and to prefer the good 
and the genuine to the bad and the 

counterfeit. 

 

Samuel Johnston 

 

 

St. Patrickõs Day Parade Lucan 2009 
 

Entry Form 
 

Name of Group: éééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Address:  ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Phone: ééééééééééééé 
 

Float: ééééééééééééé...      Walkers:  éééééééééé.. 
 

 
Please Return Completed Forms to any of the following 
Mary Meehan, 174 Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan. Ph: 6281917. Email: Marymeehan2008@yahoo.co.uk 
Barbara Cummins, 180 Arthur Griffith Pk, Lucan. Ph: 5210715. Email: Barbaracummins50@yahoo.co.uk 
Peter Brady, 43 Dodsboro, Lucan. Ph: 6241230 
 

Closing Date for Entries is February 28th 2009 
 
 

 

 
ELVIS ð The Way It Was 

Featuring Kevin Doyle 
 

Friday 30th January 2009, Westmanstown Garda Club 
Tickets ú20 

In aid of Doc Clandillonõs Charity, Nagarhope 
Tickets available from 

Niamh Clandillon 6241328 

Tadhg 087-9225103  

Doc 086-8217502 

Please text your orders, ring, email us at 

niamhclandillon@hotmail.com 

or call to 191 Beech Park.  

 

)Æ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏÂÏÄÙ ÉÎȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÒÏÐ Á ÎÏÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

mailto:Marymeehan2008@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Barbaracummins50@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:niamhclandillon@hotmail.com
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Members and parents of members ï Please 

check your email. If you have not received a test 

email from lucansarsfieldsnews@gmail.com please send 
an email to that address.  
 

Annual General Meeting: The Club AGM takes 

place on Thursday 12th February at 9.00pm.  All full 
adult members are asked to attend.  Motions and 
Nominations for Executive positions should be submitted 

to the Secretary by 22nd January.  
 

Our U21 Hurlers are still awaiting their opponents in 

the 2008 Championship final. St. Brigids are due to play 
Na Fianna on January 24th in the semifinal. A date has 
not yet been set for our Final. Meanwhile the lads are 
keeping busy with a number of challenging friendlies. 
 

Reminder to Mentors: With the AGM fast 

approaching, mentors are asked to submit their teamôs 
report for 2008 for inclusion in the Annual Report.  
Email to alicewhyte@eircom.net or leave it in the 
Secretary's box in the Club. 
 

Annual Juvenile Awards:  
U11H: Team 1 ï POY: D.O'Neill, MIP: D.Reynolds 
Team 2 - POY: E.Greene, MIP: S.McGarrigle 

U11F: Team 1 ï POY: D.Lacey, MIP: D.Smith 
Team 2 ï POY: D.Reynolds, MIP: S.Twamley 
U12AF: POY: E.OôConghaile, MIP: J.Carey.  

U12AH: POY: C.Nolan, MIP: R.Smith 
U12BH: POY: P.Mooney, MIP: J.Barry 
U13A Cam: POY: R.Kenny & C.Rigney; MIP: 
S.Clarke.  
U13B Cam: POY: C.Flanagan, MIP: L.Connelly 
U14H: POY: S.McClelland, MIP: S.Breen; Playerôs 

Player: P.Smith 
U14BF: POY: G.White; MIP: D.Gilbert; Playerôs 
Player: C.McNally 
 

Table Quiz: Our first Table Quiz of the year takes 

place on Wednesday, January 21st.  This one will be run 
and supported by Senior Camogie. After our very 
successful December Quiz we ask our members and 
friends to put together a team and take part in the four 
remaining Quizzes in the series. These are great fun and 
craic, start and finish fairly promptly and only cost ú30 

for a table of four. 
 

Lotto Sponsorship: Opportunities currently available 

for local traders & businesses to be associated with the 
Club through sponsoring the weekly lotto draw.  Options 
available from just ú100 and upwards.  Contact Seamus 
at 6241328 or any of the Committee. 
 

Hurling Coach/Mentors: The Club is looking for 

people willing to get involved in coaching or running an 
adult hurling team.  Contact Alice Whyte (Secretary) or 
Paul Stapleton (Chairman) if interested. 

The Golf Society AGM will take place in the 

Clubhouse on Thursday, January 22nd at 9pm.  This will 
give members an opportunity to raise issues relating to 
2008 and to agree plans for 2009.  Full attendance 
desirable. 

 

Scor Sinsear Atha Cliath is kicking off shortly, so 

its time to start getting ready. The Dublin semi-finals 
will be in the week commencing February 9th and the Co 
Final will be on February 25th.There are eight categories 
in Scor - Figure Dancing, Set Dancing, Ballad Group, 

Solo Singing, Recitation, Instrumental Music, Novelty 
Act and Question Time. Clubs must participate in at least 
two categories, but can take part in as many as they wish. 
County winners go on to the Leinster semi-final which is 
on the first weekend in March, and from there 
(hopefully!) to the Leinster final and the All-Ireland 
Final. If you are interested in taking part please contact 
Stiofan Ó Conghaile on 087-6804124 asap. 

 

Tickets - Dublin v Tyrone There is a request list on 
the noticeboard in the Club for tickets for the above 

match.   The list will be taken down at 9pm on Sunday 
18th January. Tickets will be distributed on Thursday 
22nd January at 9.45pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Shop: Open Saturday 10.30 ï 11.30 AM and 

Wednesday 7.30 ï 8.30 PM.  
 

Well done to Johnny McCaffrey, Kevin OôReilly, 

Tommu Somers and Peter Kelly on being selected 

on the Dublin Senior hurling squad. And also to 

David Quinn who was named as a sub for the 

Dublin senior footballers on Sunday.  
 

Congratulations to Aoife McKelvey and Colm 

Hickey on their recent engagement.  
 

25 Card Drives continue every Friday!  
 

Music in the Bar this Saturday with Tim Corbett 
 

 

Lotto:  Three ways to play our weekly Lotto. Just three 

clicks and you can enter online at 
www.lucansarsfields.ie. Easier again is our Direct Debit 
option (Easy Play) ï details in the Bar. Or fill in a 
weekly ticket and drop it into the Lotto Box in the Bar. 
Each entry costs just ú2. EVERY entry helps us and 
could help you to a Jackpot win.  Welcome to our new 
online players: Geraldine Quinn, Helga Myer, Ronan 
Doolan, Noeleen Hogan, Joan Eley, Eoin OôLanagain, 
Michael Nolan and Donal Walsh!  

 

Lotto:  Nos: 4, 11, 13, 14 ï no winner. This Sundayôs 

lotto, sponsored Jim Doyle Sports has a jackpot of 
ú6,000 and Edel Mooneyôs team is in action.  

      CUMANN NA  

SÁIRSÉALAIGH  

       LEAMHCÁIN  

www.lucansarsfields.ie 

Lucan Sarsfieldsô Function Room 
21st or any Special Occasion 

Call Liam on 6240744 after 7pm 

 

mailto:lucansarsfieldsnews@gmail.com
mailto:alicewhyte@eircom.net
http://www.lucansarsfields.ie/


 

 

 
 
 

LUCAN HARRIERS 
Mens Masters Jan 4th 
Well done to Gerry Martin on a solid run in the 

Dublin Masters Cross Country Championship 

which was run in the Phoenix Park, Sunday, 

January 4th. Gerry placed 68th overall.  

 

Mens BHAA Jan 10th 

In the first Business houses Cross country run of 

2009 Lucan Harriers had some fine performances 

from the mens section. The mens race was run over 

4 miles in  run in tough conditions in Tymon 

Park on Jan 10th.  

 

Tommy Buggle was the first Harrier Home running 

an excellent  time of  24 mins 47secs and looked 

very freshafter his success in malaga Spain in 

November.   Tommy finished in  25th place 

overall  and  was the 1st scorer for his business on 

the day.  Tommy showed true grit to and managed 

to pass many runner over the final mile of the race.  

Next home for Lucan harriers was Breffni Worrall  

in a time  28mins 39, Breffni  started the race 

extremely quickly and consolidated his position 

with some determined running over the last 2 
miles.  Breffni is returning to top form after some 

excellent training over the winter period.   He was 

also 1st scorer on Revenue team that performed 

well in the Class 2 section.  

Stephen Rynne  ran another fine time of 28 mins 

58. Stephen ran  over 35 secs quicker than last year 

and managed to beat many of his closest peers in a 

keenly fought contest on the day.  Gerry martin 

was next home for the mens section  after a tough 

head to head battle with Stephen Rynne throughout 

the race. This was an excellent run from Gerry after 
his run in the Masters cross country mere six days 

beforehand Jim Dwyer  completed a great day for 

the mens section by running a spirited 38 mins. Jim 

has put his recent injury troubles behind him and 

will no doubt be one to watch in the next business 

houses cross country  race on Jan 17th in 

Cherryfield 

Full Results South Dublin County Council 

BHAA Cross Country race in Tymon Park - 

Men (4 miles) Tommy Buggle 24.47, Breffni 

Worral  28.39, Stephen Rynne 28.58, Gerry Martin 

28.59, Jim Dwyer 38.58 

Womens Meet and Train Jan 11th 

The first women's meet and train of 2009 got the 

Lucan harriers ladies section off with a bang.  The 

2 mile race was run in fresh conditions on Sunday 

Jan 11th with a total of 90 women's ran in Griffeen 

Park. Lucan Harriers were well represented by a 

total of 12 women on the day.  

First home for Lucan was Freda Comiskey with an 

outstanding run of 13 mins 46 secs. This gave 

Freda 9th place on the day. This was Freda's first 
ever top ten finish in the meet and train 

competition and it looks like all her recent hard 

work in training is paying dividends. Freda ran a 

perfectly judged race and passed may competitors 

over the last 800 metres with a strong finish.  

Hot on Freda's heels was Nicola Kavanagh in a 

great time of 13mins 59. This was personal best for 

Nicola over 2 miles and  her 13th place was her 

highest ever meet and train finish. Sinead McIntyre 

was the third Harrier home with another fine time 

of 14mins 16secs. Well done to all Lucan Harriers 

ladies on some fine running in the new year. New 
ladies members are always welcome.  

Full Results: Freda Comiskey 9th 13.46, Nicola 

Kavanagh 13th 13.59, Sinead McIntyre 19th 14.16 

Claire Joyce 20th 14.19, Bernie Stapleton 24th 

14.37, Claire Buckley 34th 15.05, Deirdre 

Counihan 35th 15.07, Lorraine Heffernan 43rd 

15.24, Celina Barrett 46th 15.33, Amber Nugent 

60th 16.53, Winifred Ryan 74th 19.24, Barbara 

Whelan 78th 20.04 

Training Times:  (Esker Track opposite 

Superquinn)  Seniors Tues & Thurs at 7pm.  
Juveniles Tuesday & Thursday at 6pm.  

New members are always welcome. All standards 

catered for. All new members are asked to come 

down to the Club on Tues.  

Contact information: www.lucanharriers.com 

Senior Men, Colm 087-2739297. Senior Ladies, 

Brendan 0879898750. Juveniles Gerry 6241742, 

Ann 6282531 or Jim 6240365.  
 

 

LUCAN PITCH & PUTT 
The Winter Leagues got underway last Sunday and 

the weather certainly was wintry with gale force 

winds and driving rain but that did not stop 22 

teams enjoying the competition and their bowl of 

soup afterwards. The league will run until the 1st of 

March and the ladies started of with a couple of 

scalps with Mairead O'Brien beating Pierce 

O'Leary and Marie O'Toole scalping Mick Purcell.  

This Sunday the league continues and afterwards in 

the clubhouse there will be a darts competition [hi 
and low] and a killer pool competition.  

Ladies Competition every Saturday starting at 

1p.m.  

The Lotto numbers drawn were 16,25 and 28  ......  

no winner.  

The winners of the 20 euro were  ...  Sean Dillon, 

Marie King and M.Donovan.  

Next weeks lotto will be ú1800.  

http://www.lucanharriers.com/


Membership fees are now due. 

LUCAN GOLF CLUB 
Sun 11

th
 Jan - 9 holes singles  

1st:  Jimmy O'Brien  h/c 13  20pts 

2nd: Mark Deegan  h/c  18  21pts-1 

3rd:  Oliver Tutty h/c  9  20pts-1 

Sat 10
th
 Jan - 9 holes singles 

1st: Jim Cleary  h/c  12    23pts-1 

2nd: Robbie O'Shea  h/c  12  20pts BL6 

3rd: John Madden Snr  h/c  11  20pts 

4th:  Robbie McGrath  h/c  17  21pts BL6 

5th:  M.P. Downes  h/c  16 21pts 

Sun 4
th

 Jan - 9 holes singles 

1st:  Ian Hill  h/c  13   20pts BL6 

2nd: Willie Kavanagh  h/c  25   20pts 

3rd: Jim McKenna  h/c  10  20pts 

Sat 3
rd

 Jan - 9 holes singles 

1st: Lee Cox   h/c  9  21pts 

2nd: Ben Duggan h/c 21 20pts BL6  

3rd: Don Kissane  h/c 11 20pts BL6 

4th: Keith Cleary h/c 21 20pts 

5th:   John Dowling  h/c 11 21pts 

Thu 1
st 

Jan - 9 holes singles 

1
st
:  Fran Feighery  h/c 11 20pts.  

 

 
ST. MARYõS LUCAN BRIDGE CLUB 
Results: 12th January 2009 

N/S:  1st
: B.Fitzpatrick/A.Bolger 

2
nd

: M.O'Reilly/C.McHugh 
3

rd
: U.Duke/P.Lanigan 

E/W:  1st
: L.Mohan/J.Gorman 

2
nd

: P.Kelly/A.Boothman 

3
rd

: M.Dunne/B.Dunne.  

 

 

ST. MARYõS CARDS 

1
st
: Peg Blackburne 

2
nd

: John Garde 

3
rd

: Eileen OôCallaghan 

4
th

: Rita Doolan.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport Users 
Almost all the people in the media that got it so 

wrong with the economy are still there trying to 

justify themselves. In spite of their failure they are 

still promoting the Metro just because they were 

told by vested interests that it would be the answer 

to all our problems, they fell for it and admitting 

they were wrong now seem to be still difficult. We 

are now in so much debt, adding to it could push us 
over the edge that could take decades to recover 

particularly when it is so inefficient due to the 

radial system. Waste and inefficiency puts more 

people out of work and cannot be tolerated any 

longer. We call on the government to put the Metro 

and Inter-connector on hold due to the economic 

circumstances and save face for the many that 

pretend itôs the answer to all our problems.  

T. Newton 086 3127364. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre  
Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre 

Ballyowen Shopping Centre,  
Lucan.  

Tel: 6217930 

Email: lucan.cic@citinfo.ie 

www.citizensinformation.ie 

Opening Hours: Monday ï Friday 10am ï 4pm.  

Closed for lunch 1-2 pm.  

Legal Advice every Thursday ï please make an 

appointment in advance. 

Changes in Child Benefit apply with effect from 1 

January ô09. Half rate of Child Benefit will be paid 

for children aged 18 years. The full rate will be 
paid for the month the child turns 18 and half rate 

from the following month. A special compensatory 

payment of ú15 per week for those affected by the 

half rate payment will be paid to persons in receipt 

of certain Social Welfare payments. Changes have 

also been introduced to the ñEarly Childcare 

Supplementò. Please contact the Centre for more 

information.  

West Leinster Cross Country 
Championship 

 

Thursday 29
th

 January 

at 11 am  

in the Phoenix Park 

 

Information or training / coaching  
assistance 

Contact Gerard Martin at 087 7213 2244 

 

 

AMEN 
Support Service for Male Victims of 

Domestic Abuse. 

 

Weekly Support Group Meetings Tuesdays 

At 8 pm ï 10 pm. 

 

Contact 046 ï 9023718 for further 

information.  

 

 

mailto:lucan.cic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/


 



One to watch in Casualty! 
 

18 year-old Elizabeth Day, is an up and coming English actress from Melksham 

in Wiltshire, with Lucan roots.  
 

She is the grand-daughter of Joan Quinn (nee McCormack) formerly from 

Beaumont Cottages, Lucan.  
 

Elizabeth, who is known to her friends as Bizzy, has already appeared in the 

ITV drama óPlace of Executionô, and can be seen in óCasualtyô on Saturday 

week (24th January).  
 

We send our best wishes to the young rising star, and look forward to seeing 

her in many future productions.   

 

 

Speaking of Lucan relations, many of our readers 

will recall the interesting pieces on the Tandy 

Family and Tandyôs Lane in some of our last 

summer issues. 
 

Just to recap, George Tandy (d.1869) is buried at 

St. Maryôs Church burial ground in Lucan. His 

headstone in the back car park is the one closest to 

the church door. His wife Isabella and three of his 

children are buried with him.  
 

He also had several sons and daughters, some 

moving between Australia and America, coming 

back to and leaving Lucan once again.  
 

Many old and not so old Lucanians will remember 

Bella Leonardôs Field! - The site on which the 
modern Brookvale estate is standing today. It was 

known more recently as óThe Priestôs Fieldô, when 

the property had been left to St. Maryôs and the 

idea of building a new church on the site was 

mooted in the late 1950s. This field was sold on 

and the money used to build the 1974/75 extension 

on St. Maryôs Church.  
 

During that era, the field itself was used as a 

ófootball pitchô by Lucan Tech (where the L.I.F.E. 

Centre is now), and it was the spot where the 

Circus and Carnivals pitched their tents and 
amusements every summer. Wintertime saw a great 

ósledge runô down the hill, with some unfortunates 

finding the goalposts at the end of their slide.  
 

Anyhow, back to Bella Leonard! Bella was actually 

a granddaughter of George Tandyôs. She was the 

daughter of Alicia Tandy (to whom George left 

£150), and Esker farmer Patrick Leonard.  
 

Patrick and Alicia married in St. Maryôs on 21st 

November 1870, and Bella arrived in September 

1871, and was christened Mary Isabella Leonard ï 
Isabella, after her grandmother Tandy.  
 

In the 1901 census, on the form returned by Patrick 

Leonard, Bella is entered as Isabella M. Leonard 

(Housekeeper), and Patrick is a widower, his wife 

having died in 1898. Although previously living in 

Esker, at this time, they were living in ñWoodlands 

Cottageò, at the 

bottom of Esker Hill, later to be home to the 

Whelan family. Patrick died in 1912, but Bella is 

still remembered by some very old residents.  
 

ñWoodlandsò was demolished to make way for the 

Village Court development.  

Below is the view of the area from Dispensary 

Lane.  

 
And so another piece of the jigsaw falls in to place!  
 

Many thanks, to Tomas Moffett who passed on 

much of his research to me. There are more 

interesting little snippets on the wayé.. 

Mary Mulhall   


