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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
18 ð 25 January 

 

One of the blessings of ministering in the Lucan area is the long and enriching tradition of 

warm and friendly ecumenical relationships between the churches.  There is a sense that 

those entrusted with roles of leadership think ecumenically.  In other words, what can be 

done together ought to be done together.   
 

The week of prayer for Christian unity begins on Monday, January 18 until the feast of the 

conversion of St. Paul on Monday, January 25.  The Pontifical Council for Promoting 

Christian Unity and the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches 

invited the Scottish churches to prepare the 2010 Week of Prayer.  The theme they have 

chosen is ñYou are witness to these thingsò (Lk24:48), from the final discourse of Jesus 

before his ascension. 
 

Here in Lucan the service of prayer to which all Christians are invited will be held at St. 

Patrickôs Church, Esker.  It is an honour to host this service and welcome other Christians in 

an act of worship and hospitality.  The service, based on the international theme has been 

arranged and will be lead by Sr. Mary Ward (Kairos Spirituality Centre, Adamstown).  The 

preacher will be Rev. David Godfrey (Church of Ireland). 
 

The theme ñYou are witnesses to these thingsò focuses on the vivid account of Jesusô 

Resurrection.  The unity in Christ that we seek and pray for implies that we are called to 

embrace something new, something that will change us and the church ï from something 

disunited to a church that is one in Christ.  Some commentators state that the ecumenical 

movement is at present in winter.  But the desert may be a better metaphor.  In Christian 

spirituality the desert is not only a lonely, sometimes hostile place, but also a place of 

spiritual renewal and growth, a place where faith is strengthened and deepened.  So if there is 

a sense that we are in the winter of the ecumenical journey we might see this not as a cause 

of mourning but an opportunity for renewal and rekindled hope. 
 

During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity I hope you will join other Christians in the 

Lucan area in praying for our unity in Jesus Christ: 
 

St. Patrickôs Church, Newcastle Road, Esker, Lucan, Monday 18 January, 8pm 

(followed by refreshments) 

 

Fr. John Hassett  

 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


FOUND 
Set of keys found beside Esker Graveyard on 

Sunday morning 10/01/2010. 

There is a key ring picture of a young couple 

and there is also a one-pound coin. 

Contact 0861061419 

 

 

Art Talks in the New Year 
 21st Jan: ñThe Golden Age 

of Dutch Painting.ò 

 Break 

 4th Feb: ñPaintings for Kings, Spanish 

Painting.ò 

 11th Feb: ñNew Kid on the Block, Gustave 

Courbet.ò 

 Break 

 25th Feb: ñThe Unknown Impressionists.ò 

 4
th
 Mar: ñCezanne, Father of the Isms?ò 

Venue: St. Mary's Parish Centre, Lucan 

 

 

 

Family Search 
I am trying to trace descendents of Jack and 

Kathleen/Kate or Catherine Byrne who 

lived  

in the Lucan area. Kathleen (born c.1880s) 
was originally a Purcell from Kilkenny and 

Jack worked in Lucan Dairies.  

Please contact Paul at 01 6286709. 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre Tel ï 6217930.  

Email - lucancic@citinfo.ie 
www.citizensinformation.ie 
  

Open Mon - Fri 10am to 4pm, 
closed for lunch 1 - 2 pm. 
 

Legal advice by appointment. 
 

Family Income Supplement (FIS) is a weekly 

payment for families on low pay who are working 

at least 19 hours per week. Conditions apply - 

check it out. 
  

  

  

 Lucan Drama 
A Reading for 'DA' by Hugh Leonard will be 

held in the Spa Hotel on Tuesday 19th January 

at 8. 15.pm. 
 

The play will be performed on 

Tuesday13th., Wednesday 

14th.,Thursday15th., and Friday 16th of 

April in the Spa Hotel. 

Anyone who wishes to participate in any way in 

this production is invited to attend the reading next 

Tuesday. 
 

Both current and new members are very welcome. 

Our workshop will be held in the same venue on 

Sunday 31st. April. 
 

Further details will be given next week. 

For further information contact Sheila on 6282827, 

Bernie on 0864015794 or visit our website at 

www.lucandrama@gmail.com. 
 

Looking forward to a good attendance on Tuesday. 

 

 

Lucan Active Retirement Association 
Happy New Year to al lour members and friends, 
and of courts to Newsletter Staff, and Deirdre. Let's 

hope it will be a better New Year than last year. 
 

Our Club reopens on Thursday 21st January at 

11.30am. New members always welcome. WE 

meet in St. Andrew's Parish Centre, Lucan Village, 

every Thursday morning form 11.30am to 2.30pm. 

If you wish to join, just come in any Thursday. 
 

Our A.G.M. will be held at the end of January. Any 

proposals or amendments must be with the Hon. 

Secretary in writing by the 21st January to be 

included in the A.G.M. We will be looking for new 
members for our committee, so do keep that in 

mind. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you al on the 21
st
. 

Fran Farrell (Secretary) 

Valentine Ball 
In aid of 

Marie Keating Foundation  
 

Finnstown Country House Hotel, Lucan 

Saturday 13
th

 February. Ticket ú60 

 

7.30pm Champagne Reception 

8.30pm 5 Course Meal 
            Raffle 

 

 Chocolates and Roses 

 

   Entertainment with 

The Simon Casey Band 

        Celebrity MC 
 
For further information, please contact 

Marie Keating Foundation 01-6283728 

Or Fiona at fsullivan@mariekeating.ie 
 

For Special Accommodation Rates  
at Finnstown House, contact Vera on 01-6017029 
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Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Liffey Sound 96.4fm for all that's best 

in local radio.   
 

Great to hear Joe Collins (Monday) 

and Brendan Quinn (Friday) Driving 

you Home with Joe Byrne at the helm.  
Then there's Fran, Gail & Jim Sherlock 

taking their turn at the Drivetime 

wheel Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

respectively, 5/6pm each evening. Youth-tricity is 

certainly creating sparks from 6/7pm with Arron & 

Nicole (Monday), Ryan & Keith (Tuesday), Trish, 

David & Matthew (Wednesday), David & Daniel 

(Thursday), Edel as Gaeilge on Friday & Rachel, 

Becky & Gillian on Sunday.   
 

Text or email Birthday or Anniversary 

Requests, Get Well Wishes or just Neighbourly 
Greetings to 0870627138 or studio@liffeysoundfm 

and we'll arrange to make relevant announcement.  

RTE Doc-on-One this Sunday on Liffey Sound 

96.4fm is Not just spare parts - a documentary in 

the Health category. 
 

Why not let your New Year Resolution be to tune 

into Liffey Sound 96.4fm broadcasting to Lucan 

and on the world wide web at 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Home-Start Lucan is hosting an information talk 

for women who are experiencing depression. The 

talk will take place on Tuesday 26th January from 

7.30 ï 8.30pm. For more information, please 

contact Pauline at 01-6217953. 

 

 

Woodview Resident Association 
Woodview Residents Association - Mass will be 

offered for our deceased residents  in St Patrick's 

Church, Esker at 12 noon on Sunday 17th January 
next. 

 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to the Rochford Family of chalet 

Gardens, and to our neighbours in Beech Park 

who came to our assistance on different 

occasions during the recent big freeze. It was 

much appreciated and thank you. 

Teresa and John Heapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lucan Lions Club 
 On behalf of the Lucan Lions Club, our President 

Eamonn Cullen and all of the Committee , would 

like to wish all our supporters a happy and 

prosperous New Year. We look forward to your 
continued support during 2010. 
  

We would like to thank, most sincerely, all of the 

supporters and volunteers who helped us during the 

cold Christmas weather, at our Annual Food 

Appeal at the local Supermarkets Eurospar , 

Superquinn and Tescos. We thank the management 

and staff from these supermarkets, for their 

courtesy in allowing us this privilege and most of 

all we thank those shoppers who made 

contributions to the collection. The funding 

received was used to distribute much needed food 
vouchers to those less well off in our community. 
  

We would also like to thank Frank Colgan, Stephen 

and all of the staff at the Spa Hotel for allowing us 

to hold a raffle at the highly successful Christmas 

Show during December. This was most appreciated 

and again we thank all those who contributed. 
  

Date for your Diary ï Coffee Morning in St 

Maryôs Parish Centre on Sunday 31 January. 
  

Watch out for our Annual Gala Concert ï likely 

to be in April ï dates and arrangements to be 
announced soon. 

Bernadette Boylan (PRO) 

 

 

U3A News 
We are up and in action again after the freeze-up. 

Next week we visit the National Archives, and start 

researching our family histories; in the pipeline 

there are plans for a spring visit to the Rhineland, 

and an exchange visit with an Italian U3A group. 

So exciting times ahead as we approach our 10th 

year. We meet on first Thursdays at 10.30am in 

Ballyowen Castle Community Centre, and usually 
have an outing on third Thursdays. New members 

welcome.   

Lucan Community Council 
 

A meeting to see if there is interest in re-

forming Lucan Community Council will be 

held  

in the back lounge of  

Kennyôs Pub in Lucan Village  

on Monday 18
th

 January at 8pm. 
 

Residents of Lucan welcome. 

 

http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/


Parish Notes  
 

 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 
 
 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  

We meet at the Parish Centre on the Second 

Monday of each Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also 

Fourth Thursday of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 

Sr. Geraldine  6217158. Parish Centre 6217041. 
 

 

Church Art Calendars on sale in the Sacristy  

ú1.50. 
 

Christian Meditation  

Meditative Prayer  is not an intellectual exercise in 

which we reflect about theological propositions. In 

meditation we are not thinking about God at all, 

nor are we of  His Son, Jesus, nor of the Holy 

Spirit. In meditation we seek to do something 

immeasurably greater, we seek to Be with God, 

to be with Jesus, to be with his Holy Spirit, not 

merely to think about them.  

Every Tues. at 8pm in the óNunsô Chapel. All 

welcome.  
Sr. Geraldine, 6217158.   
 

Folk Group 

Our first Mass in 2010 is this 

Sunday 17th January. Come along 

and join in singing with us. 

New Members Welcome. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 

 

 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 
Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am. 
 

Baptism  

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  
 

Sick and Homebound 

Ministers of the Eucharist would be happy to bring 

Holy Communion to the sick and homebound. 

Contact: Fr. Donal or  Parish Sisters. 
 

MyLocalNews.ie 
The Parish Newsletter is now available on this web 

site: www.MyLocalNews.ie  
 

Confirmation  

The next preparation Mass for the Confirmation 

programme will be on Sun. 17th Jan at 12 noon. 
 

Do this in Memory  

The next preparation Mass for the First Holy 

Communion programme will take place on Sun. 

24th Jan at 10.30am. 

 
 
 

 

St Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  

www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

 

St. Patrickôs Junior Choir Call for New 

Members 

St. Patrickôs esker has launched a new junior choir 

(1st to 6th class)  

Currently the choir is participating in the first 

communion programme called ñDo This In 

Memoryò and will sing on the following Sundays 

at the 10.30 a.m. Mass; 

× 24th January 

× 14th February 

× 7th March  

× 1st April  

× 18th April  

× 6th June. 

This initiative will also provide music theory 

lessons free of charge to all members to associated 

board standard.  

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights 6.30 to 7.10 

p.m. in St. Patrickôs Church Esker. 
 

Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15pm 

Welcome Group  
 

We badly need more people for this 
ministry, all that is required of you is to be 

at the door of the chapel just 10 minutes 

before the mass and hand out the leaflets to 

the people.  If you are interested in helping, 

please give your details below and drop it 

into the sacristy or the parish centre. 

 

Name : ----------------------------------- 

Address : --------------------------------- 

Phone no.  : ----------------------------- 

Mass time : ---------------- 

 
If you  need any further details, please call 

Anna on 086 2479904  

or Mary on 087 2637468 

 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/


Haiti Appeal 

Fr Rick Frechette is a Passionist Priest and Doctor 

who has spent the last couple of decades working 

and living  among the poor and sick in the slums of 

Port au Prince where 300,000 people live in an area 

just big enough for 50,000.  He and his associates 
have built up a charity called Our Little Brothers 

and Sisters They rescue children from the street 

when their parents did not have the means to care 

for them, handicapped  babies and children who 

have been turned out by families who are unable to 

care for them and been left for dead.  On 12th 

January the area was the epicentre of an earthquake 

measuring  7.0 on the Richter scale.  As yet there is 

no idea of how many people have died but 

estimates are in the region of hundreds of 

thousands and many more thousands injured.  Over 

the few days afgter the earthquake more will die of 
infection and malnutrition and lack of water.  

Below is an email I received from Fr Rick who left 

his dying motherôs bedside to return to his beloved 

Haiti.    

Bank details are also listed below.  The people of 

Haiti need your help but they also need your 

prayers. 

  

 

Dear Friends  
I have been home with my dying mother, as a son 

and as a doctor and as a priest. Daily mass, 

managing her pain medicines, helping in any way I 

can. I was determined to stay with her to the end, 

especially since my whole adult life I have been far 

from home in the foreign missions. 
  

I have to tell you, every day at mass, when I ask 

mom if she has any special intentions, she says, 

"for you, for God to keep you strong, and for your 

mission in Haiti." 
  

Now we have this huge sadness in Haiti. I told her I 

have to leave for a while. She said to me, "you 

have to go. The  problems there are worse than 

mine." 
  

Tonight I will drive to Kennedy Airport in New 

York with Conan Conaboy. We cannot fly to Haiti 

tomorrow, so we will fly to Santo Domingo. Kieran 
and Vern Conaway will meet us there, and Robin 

from Chicago. We will drive to Haiti together to 

see how we can help. 
  

I know there is extensive damage at our new 

hospital, that the perimeter walls of all three of our 

Tabarre programs have fallen. I know there is 

damage to the hospital walls. 
  

I also know there is severe damage at the old 

hospital in Petionville. 
  

Lets pray everyone is alright. 

  

I have heard that everyone at the orphanage in 

Kenscoff is OK. 
  

I will not arrive until Thursday morning, since the 

border between Domican Republic and Haiti will 

be closed when we arrive tomorrow. We will find 
the best way to keep you informed and let you 

know how you can help. 
  

Let's stay bound together in friendship and prayer. 
  

God bless us all. especially the suffering people of 

Haiti, and my dear mother, Gerri Frechette. 
  

Fr Rick Frechette 

 

Account details: 

Bank of Ireland DublinAirport.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Name: Our Little Brothers and Sisters                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Account No. 42863621                                                                                                                                           

IBAN IE23 BOFI 9007 4642 8636 21 

 

 

Leixlip Interfaith Celebration 
The 7th Annual Leixlip Interfaith Celebration takes 

place on Wed 20th Jan at 8p.m.sharp at Our Ladyôs 

Parish Centre, Leixlip.  
Speakers will include representatives from the 

Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist and Bahaôi Faiths along 

with Christians from the Church of Ireland, Society 

of Friends, Methodists, Redeemed Christian 

Church of God and the Catholic Faith. 

The theme this year is óWhat really matters? What 

is the source of our courage to live hopefully? 

The event is hosted by the Leixlip Intercultural 

Friends Group, under the auspices of the Catholic 

Church of Our Ladyôs Nativity Leixlip and the 

Church of Ireland Leixlip/Lucan. 
All are welcome 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Medjugorje 2010 
Details: 27th April to 7th May (11days). Spiritual 

Director: Fr Tom Gilroy. Fare: ú499. Call Pat or 

Phil: 6281436/087 2238911.  

Esker Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes  

 August 11th ï August 16th. (5 nights). 

Price (All -inclusive). ú699. Hotel Agena. (3 

mins from Grotto). Full Board. 

Deposit required to secure place ú100. Single 

Room supplement ú30 per night.  Spiritual 

Director :Fr Tom Early.  Joe Walsh Tours. 

License No. T.O.052).  

For any further information, please contact; 

Phone No.  087 4101616 or 6240510 

Oliver and Breeda Meyler. 

 



On Hillcrest Traffi c 

Lights:   Cllr. Lavelle was 

good enough to get 

back to us with an 

update on the 'traffic 

light' situation at the 
junction of Hillcrest / 

Newcastle Road. 

"There are 3 mains reasons 

for the delays since:  

 Firstly Operation Freeflow restricted 

planned road works in December;  
 Secondly the cold weather delayed works 

since Christmas;  
 But thirdly and most critically, following 

serious safety concerns expressed by the 

principals and management of both St. 
Thomas Ns & Scoil Áine Naofa over the 

proposed relocation of the pedestrian 

crossing at St. Patrickôs (which is required 

to allow installation of the new traffic 

lights), the engineers took the time to seek 

to meet with the principals to agree 

revised pedestrian safety measures.  
  

The latest report is that works are due to commence 

ASAPé. The sooner the better!" 
  

Where did Spice go? Some of 

us brave enough to walk through 
the winter wonderland of snow, 

noticed one of the bronze 

statuettes missing from St. 

Finian's Estate. Has Spice gone 

off to sunnier climes, and left her 

pal on his own to fend off the 

cold?  
 

It was good to see the Civil Defence and Gardai 
out gritting footpaths in Lucan on Sunday last. It 

made a big difference to pedestrians. There is such 

mileage of footpaths around Lucan that it was not 
possible to do all, and most remained treacherous 

into mid-week.  

A particular memory which comes to mind at this 

time of year, is of the time when heaps of sand 

would be left along footpaths, at the base of the 

ESB poles, ready to shovel out on the road at the 

sign of icy conditions. (OK, maybe it was back in 

the dinosaur era!) 
 

Another curious situation was on the N4 heading 

from Lucan to Maynooth. Most mornings, there 

was much ice on this road, until you reached 
Kildare when there seemed to be a line drawn 

across the road: ice on the Lucan side ï perfect 

driving conditions on the Kildare side. You 

wouldn't believe that snow had fallen here were it 

not still on the roadside verges. Lucan definitely 

seemed bottom of the list for grittingéé 

Shackleton's Mill featured on RTE's Nationwide 

on Wednesday last, when members of the 

Industrial Heritage Association paid it a visit. 

Apparently, it is still on the cards to turn the site 

into a visitor centre where the public can see the 

old machinery at work milling the flour.  
 

Another local spotted on TV this week was Anne 

Keating on the RTE documentary Music Changes 

Lives, where young people made their recording 

debut. 
 

Big Thank You to Eamonn Tuffy 
for the wonderful book of Paul 

Durcanôs Poetry ï a great addition to 

our library here ï no doubt weôll 

bring you snippets from it over a time.  

 

Hard to believe, it's only one month until Lent 
begins ï Ash Wednesday is 17th February. It feels 

like we've been doing a lot of penance already this 

year.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Snow Mask 
Snow stretches as far as the eye can see 

Sombre whiteness contrasting with the dark of 

night 

Virginal, puritanical 

Masking life's impurities 

Hiding uneven pavements gripped by ice 

No car tyres, cat paws, footprints yet to leave their 

mark. 

The pristine whiteness casts a spell, 

lulls the onlooker to marvel 
at such a splendid sight 

that lifts the spirit in a moment of magic 

and transports it temporarily to 

Oblivion. 

 

That moment interrupted by a voice, 

asking a simple question: 

What about the homeless on such a night? 

 

mgm 10/1/2010 @12.20am 

Sweet 16!  

Happy 16th  Birthday  

to Rebecca on 20 th . 

Lots of love  

From Nanny & Granddad 

Cummins 



Snow Wonders!  

 

 

A great collection of Snowmen, and indeed Snowwomen, were to be seen all over 

Lucan over the past week or so.  
 

          They seem to be getting bigger and better, due in no small measure to the 

amount of the white stuff fallen. Another factor to the style of snow 

creations, has to come from the Polish and Baltic communities who are no 

strangers to heavy snowfall. The most wondrous 'street furniture' in the 
shape of armchairs and walls, were to be seen in several places.  

Unfortunately, due 

to their whiteness, 

many will not 

reproduce well in 

our black/white 

publication. 

 

Thanks to Helen 

Tipper and Bernie 

Martin who sent in 

some of these 
photos.   



Acknowledgement  
 
BRIAN CAROLAN R.I.P.  

The wife and family of Brian Carolan would like  

to express their sincere thanks to all who 

sympathised with them in their recent bereavement. 
A special word of thanks to Fr. John Hassett and to 

the neighbours and friends for the practical support 

given during this time. We would like to thank all 

those who called to the house, sent cards and letters 

and attended the Removal, Requiem Mass and 

Burial. The donations to the Special Olympics 

Leinster Branch were very gratefully received. We 

trust that this acknowledgement will be accepted 

by all as a token of our gratitude. The Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for all your 

intentions. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis. 

 

Anniversaries  
 

JOAN & LUCY DALY  

In loving memory of my dear sister Joan, whose 

anniversary occurs on the 10th January. Also, my 

dear mother Lucy, whose anniversary occurs on the 

16th January. 

Loved and missed always. 

Anne, Dave, family & friends 

 

PAT GIBSON 
11

th
 Anniversary 

Time is a companion that goes with us on a 

journey. 

It reminds us to cherish each moment because it 

will never come again. 

What we leave behind is not as important as how 

we have lived. 

Loved and remembered by your loving sister Marie 

& family 

 

CHRISTOPHER LONG  

4
th
 Anniversary ï 18

th
 January 

Years slip by 

Life goes on 

But memories of you 

Are never gone 

A little tribute 

Small and tender 

Just to say 

We will always remember. 

Love from all the family 
 

JOHN McNALLY  

2
nd

 Anniversary ï 9
th
 January 

Always in our hearts  

And not far from our thoughts. 

With love from Sean, Mum, Dad, family & friends 

 

JACK McNALLY  

18
th
 Anniversary ï 17

th
 January 

Sadly we lost you  

Eighteen years ago 

Gladly we will never lose our memories. 
Thinking of you today and every day. 

Love May and all the family 

 

EDWARD POCKNELL (TED)  

1
st
 Anniversary ï 5

th
 January 

Late of Chapel Hill. 

Your name is often spoken 

We talk about you still 

You havenôt been forgotten 

You know you never will. 

Will those who think of Ted today 

A little prayer to Jesus say. 
Sadly missed by your wife Vena, son Eamon and 

daughter Mary, grandchildren and family 

 

LARRY SMITH  

7
th
 Anniversary Away from home ï 12

th
 January 

In loving memory of my dear husband Larry.  

Late of Hillcrest Green. 

Just think of me resting 

From the sorrows and the tears 

In a place of warmth and comfort 

Where there are no days or years. 
Always loved and missed by your loving wife 

Maureen 

 

LARRY SMITH  

Dad, 

Just think of me as living 

In the hearts of those I touched 

For nothing loved is ever lost 

And you were loved so much. 

Always loved by your daughter Gay, son-in-law 

Matt, grandchildren Matthew & Fiona & great-

grandson Jacob 
 

LARRY SMITH  

Grandad, 

I often lie awake at night 

When the world is fast asleep 

And think about the Grandad I lost 

With tears upon my cheek 

I canôt get over losing you 

No matter how I try 

I will always keep you in my heart 

Until the day I die. 
Grandad, I love and miss you always 

Phillipa xxx 

 
 


