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Wishing all our readers a Happy and Peaceful New Year 
 

Let it come, the New Year that has come in through the door, 

Whatever it may bring for us of good or bad in store. 

 

Let it come and welcome. 

We are ready to receive ï the blessings and the challenges, because our hearts believe ï that 

somewhere in the universe there is a God who cares ï a God who walks beside us and a God 

who hears our prayersé 
 

(Patience Strong) 
 

LUCAN 
NEWSLETTER 



Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
 

It is with great pleasure and 

pride that I write to you today 

as Station Manager of Liffey 

Sound 96.4fm. 2009 has been a 

year that saw Liffey Sound 
96.4fm going from strength to 

strength.  Earlier this year the 

winds of change swept through 

our studio doors but our 

steadfast volunteers weathered the storm.  The 

result is that Liffey Sound 96.4fm can truly be said 

to be of, by and for the community of Lucan.  

Liffey Sound 96.4fm echos and resonates the true 

meaning and value of community, it combines this 

with the provision of first class radio programmes 

that has seen our listener ship rise.  You might ask 
how do I know?  My answer is the daily comments 

and queries I receive about Liffey Sound, the 

waiting list of presenters, the response to our 

search for newsreaders, the requests for work 

experience, the fledgling volunteers who have 

passed through the Saturday "nursery", these are 

just some of the indicators. 
 

Liffey Sound's success is also evident by our 

excellent and informative website 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie, we thank all those involved 

in the showcasing of Liffey Sound 96.4fm and 
Lucan on www.liffeysoundfm.ie.  Our winter 

schedule can be viewed here. We are also delighted 

with the link with RTE through the Doc on One 

series.  Indeed it is not only with pride that I, and 

our many listeners, listen to Liffey Sound 96.4fm 

but also because the programmes are first class.  

Yes we have an excellent station and I can assure 

you that working together with the community of 

Lucan we will strengthen and maintain Liffey 

Sound 96.4fm as Community radio at its best 

bringing Liffey Sound 96.4fm to new heights in 

2010. 
 

As I wish you and yours a Very Happy and 

Peaceful New Year may I thank all those involved 

in Liffey Sound 96.4fm, listeners, presenters and 

volunteers.  May I thank our friends in Lucan 

Newsletter for their advice, encouragement and 

support at all times. May 2010 see Liffey Sound 

96.4fm continue to reflect the ethos and philosophy 

that radio entertains, informs and educates while it 

fuels and sparks the imagination. 
 

Is mise le meas 
Padraig McGarrigle   

 

FOUND 
Sum of Money in Chalet Gardens, 

Saturday 2
nd

 January. Phone 086-0807366 

 

Christmas Bonus 
On the morning of Christmas Eve Goober and 

myself headed for the village to buy the papers. We 

navigated the icy footpaths safely from Esker 

Lawns until we got to the corner opposite Centra, 

near the phone box. Then the heels went from 
under me and I was on the flat of my back with 

Goober licking my face. A man in a yellow jacket 

with a collection bucket saw me go down. Another 

emerged from the shop. Both helped me up. 
 

Watching the drama from the window of her 

upstairs apartment was Jacinta Lynch. She phoned 

Tommy in the shop who also came out and asked if 

I was alright. Apart from a skinned elbow and a 

small lump on my poll I was. Jacinta insisted I go 

upstairs with her for a cup of tea. Goober even got 

a small carton of Cesar dog food for his troubles. 
 

The moral of the story is: There are more good 

people around us than we think so I write this to 

the Newsletter to thank those who helped. And 

while I'm at it I want to send get well wishes to the 

lady who had a similar spill an hour before me at 

the same place and who had to be taken to the 

Hermitage Clinic with a fractured arm. 
 

There were no more accidents there that day 

because Tommy kept the salt 

piled on until the ice dissolved. 
 

Jim Kennedy, Esker Lawns.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Art Talks in the New Year 
 14th Jan: ñHidden Meanings? 

Flemish Primitives.ò 

 21st Jan: ñThe Golden Age of Dutch 

Painting.ò 

 Break 

 4th Feb: ñPaintings for Kings, Spanish 

Painting.ò 

 11th Feb: ñNew Kid on the Block, Gustave 

Courbet.ò 

 Break 

 25th Feb: ñThe Unknown Impressionists.ò 

 4th Mar: ñCezanne, Father of the Isms?ò 

Venue: St. Mary's Parish Centre, Lucan 

Urgently Wanted 
Clothes for Homeless 

(especially Mens) 
 

On behalf of TRUST ï Alice Leahy. 
 

Ph: Bridget McMahon 

6282464 / 087-6551728 

http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/schedule/
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/schedule/


Lucan Drama 
Happy and Peaceful New Year to everyone. 
 

We are back with great plans for 2010. 

There will be a Reading for DA by Hugh 

Leonard on January 19th, Tuesday, Spa Hotel 

at 8.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

A Work Shop will take place on Sunday 31st 

January, 2pm-6pm, Spa Hotel. 
 

Watch this space for further information next week 

in relation to the above events. 
 

Lucan Drama would like to sympathise with Noel 

Creaner and his family on the recent death of 

Noel's mother, Peggy. May she rest in peace. 
 

Visit our website www.lucandrama.com  
Contact Sheila on 6282827 

Bernie on 0864015794 

Email mbaf.edgeworth@gmail.com 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community Centre 

Tel ï 6217930. Email - 

lucancic@citinfo.ie 
www.citizensinformation.ie 
  

Open Mon - Fri 10am to 4pm, closed for lunch 1 - 

2 pm. 
 

Legal advice by appointment. 
 

Family Income Supplement (FIS) is a weekly 

payment for families on low pay who are working 

at least 19 hours per week. Conditions apply - 

check it out. 

 

Woodview Residents Association 
Mass will be offered for our deceased residents in 

St Patrick's Church, Esker at 12 noon on Sunday 

17th January next. 

 

Lucan Senior Citizens 
Due to severe weather conditions club will not re-

open until Wednesday 20th January.   Next 

Committee Meeting Tuesday 2nd February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Community College  
Wishing all of our staff, students and parents a 

Happy New Year.  
 

Lucan Community College was closed due to 

weather conditions on Thursday 7th and Friday 8th 

January. The school will reopen on Monday, 
weather permitting.  
 

Parents can keep up to date with any changes to 

this information by to listening to our answering 

machine message at 6282077 and keeping an eye 

on the news section of our website 

www.lucancc.ie. 

 

 

Burning 
Christmas 
Trees! 
The first 

burning of the 

Christmas 
Tree Pile on 

Beechpark 

Green at 9.00 

p.m. took place on Wednesday, 6th January.   
 

Is there any answer to this annual problem.  Or will 

an answer be found when there is a serious incident 

and someone gets badly hurt. 
 

I know the incidents are short lived.  The trees burn 

themselves out very quickly as they are so dry but 

the ugly, burned scar on the green remains until 
well into the summer.   
 

The trees are collected very often during the day, 

up until about 4.00 p.m.  I earnestly ask everyone 

who would like to avail of this very convenient, 

free service, not to leave the trees on the green after 

this time. It may help.  It would be a great pity if 

the service had to be abandoned because of the 

thoughtless behaviour of a few. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Joy Moore. 
 

 

Christmas Goal Mile 
Thanks and well done to everyone who participated 

in the Christmas Day Goal Mile. Special thanks to 

Colm, Eileen, Brian and Conor who gave up their 

Christmas morning to help organise the event. 

Colm still managed to provide commentary on 

each race without P.A! 

The amount collected to date is ú4,711 euro. 

Outstanding money can be lodge to óGoal Irelandô 

or contact 087-2132241 
Thanks again, Gerard Martin. 

Wedding  Bells 
 

Best Wishes to  

Jennifer Chubb   
and John Eykelenboom  who are 

to be married this Saturday  

http://www.lucandrama.com/
mailto:mbaf.edgeworth@gmail.com
mailto:lucancic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
http://www.lucancc.ie/


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 
 
 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  

We meet at the Parish Centre on the Second 

Monday of each Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also 

Fourth Thursday of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 

Sr. Geraldine  6217158. Parish Centre 6217041. 
 

Christian Meditation :   Meditation deferred for 

another  week due to weather conditions, but please 
continue to practice at home.  Happy New Year to 

all.  

Sr. Geraldine  6217158. 
 

Church Art Calendars on sale in the Sacristy 

ú1.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 

 
 

Adoration & Pr ayer 

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am. 
 

Baptism  

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, 

are invited to attend a meeting beforehand. The 

next meetings will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday 13
th

 January at 7.30 pm. 

 

 

St Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  

www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

 

St. Patrickôs Junior Choir Call for New 

Members 

St. Patrickôs esker has launched a new junior choir 

(1st to 6th class)  

Currently the choir is participating in the first 

communion programme called ñDo This In 

Memoryò and will sing on the following Sundays 

at the 10.30 a.m. Mass; 

× 24th January 

× 14th February 

× 7th March  

× 1st April  

× 18th April  

× 6th June. 

This initiative will also provide music theory 

lessons free of charge to all members to associated 

board standard.  

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights 6.30 to 7.10 

p.m. in St. Patrickôs Church Esker. 
 

Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15pm 
 

The Legion of Mary  
Meet every Friday 7.30 to 9 p.m. in the Pastoral 

Centre. 
 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2010. 

 Pilgrimage to Lourdes for 2010. August 11th ï 

August 16th. (5 nights). Price (All -inclusive). ú699. 

Hotel Agena. (3 mins from Grotto). Full Board. 
Deposit required to secure place ú100. Single 

Room supplement ú30 per night.  Spiritual Director 

:Fr Tom Early.  Joe Walsh Tours. License No. 

T.O.052).  

For any further information, please contact;  

Phone No.  087 4101616 or 6240510 

Oliver and Breeda Meyler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Group 
 

We badly need more people for this 

ministry, all that is required of you is to be 

at the door of the chapel just 10 minutes 

before the mass and hand out the leaflets to 

the people.  If you are interested in helping, 

please give your details below and drop it 

into the sacristy or the parish centre. 
 

Name : ----------------------------------- 

Address : --------------------------------- 

Phone no.  : ----------------------------- 

Mass time : ---------------- 

 

If you  need any further details, please call 

Anna on  

086 2479904 or Mary on 087 2637468. 

 

Medjugorje 2010 
 

Details: 27
th
 April to 7

th
 May (11 

days) 

 

Spiritual Director:  Fr Tom Gilroy 

Fare : ú499 

 

Call Pat or Phil: 6281436/087 

2238911 

 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/


Child Protection  
in the Archdiocese of Dublin 
There is obviously heightened awareness in the 

public sphere concerning child protection issues in 

the church and in the Archdiocese of Dublin in 

particular, with the publication of the report of the 

Commission of investigation into the Archdiocese 

of Dublin. 
 

We must first consider those who have been 

directly affected and assure them of our complete 

support, if needed and when requested. 
 

It is important to remind you that in this Diocese, 

guidelines in this area are operated to a high 

standard. The following guidelines apply: 
 

 Safeguarding Children from the National 

Board for Safeguarding children in the 

catholic Church is the most up to date 

church policy and is available at 

www.safeguardingchildren.ie 
 

 The state guidelines Children First apply 

in all our schools and Guidelines in the 

Diocese are consistent with state policy. 

www.dohc.ie/publicaitons/children_first.h

tml 
 

 Anyone in this parish working with 

children ï employees, volunteers and 

priests are required to participate in Garda 

vetting. Details of that process are 
available at www.dubliondiocese.ie 

 

 The Child protection policy that operates 

in this parish is available from the Parish 

Office and posted on the church doors.  
 

 In each parish we have a Child Protection 

Team, which can be contacted through the 

Parish Office. 
 

 It is of utmost importance that anyone 

who may have suffered abuse or who 

knows of anyone who may have suffered 

abuse is aware that they can contact the 

child Protection Service of the 

Archdiocese at 01-8360314. Their website 
is www.cps.dublindiocese.ie 

 

 Every effort is made to try and ensure that 

children participating in all aspects of 

parish life are safe and welcome. I 
encourage everyone to familiarize 

themselves with the material available to 

promote best practice in this parish and in 

our daily lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

Information Sought 
Did anyone witness an incident in the car park 

beside Cunninghamôs Funeral Home on Sun. Dec. 

27th after   9.45am.  mass  between 10.20 to 10.30, 

when an elderly lady was hit by an unknown object 

and received a very back knock on the head. Any 
information to 087 6154758, especially the couple 

who brought her home.  

Thank you. 
 

 

Carol Singing for Simon Community  
A big 2010 Thank You  to the very generous 

residents who contributed a total of ú1,667.51 to 

our annual Carol Singing around the estates event. 

Thanks also to all our singers, musicians and 
collectors ï we had great crowds on both nights. 
 

Please contact 086 0661184 

if you want to be involved in 

Christmas 2010. 

E.C. 
 

 

Faith makes all things possible, 

Hope makes all things work, 

Love makes all things beautiful, 

May you have all the three 

This New Year. 
 

Happy New Year! 
 A.OôN. 
 

 

 

Three Wise Men from Ms. Murphy's Class in 

Scoil Mhuire, Woodview/Airlie Heights.  

 

 
 

The magi, as you know, were wise men ï wonderfully wise men ..... 

They invented the art of giving Christmas presents.   
 

O. Henry. 

http://www.safeguardingchildren.ie/
http://www.dohc.ie/publicaitons/children_first.html
http://www.dohc.ie/publicaitons/children_first.html
http://www.dubliondiocese.ie/
http://www.cps.dublindiocese.ie/


Happy New Year to all, and 

hopefully 2010 will be better 

than the past year.  
 

The weather has been the main 

topic of conversation over the 

past few weeks ï nearly outdid 
Christmas! It's really very hard to understand how 

Lucan roads and the village itself were left in such 

bad condition. Surely the village footpaths warrant 

some attention for the safety of pedestrians?  
 

TV 3 News showed the nation how bad the road 

from Lucan Heights to the Main Road was. There 

has always been a problem there ï the only 

surprising thing is that the Council did not see fit to 

do something about that area. It wouldn't have 

taken much. Indeed all over Lucan, there were and 

still are treacherous stretches of footpaths and 
roads. Questions need to be asked and a definite 

plan put in place for future situations.   
 

Happy New Year to May Birnie, and others who 

featured on the TV3 News Bulletin ï all on their 

way from morning Mass. They don't make them 

like that anymore! 
 

The footbridge at Tesco looked like a major 

bloodbath on one of the days, with 'evidence' of 

slippery accidents there for all to see.  
 

We wish a Speedy Recovery to the various people 
who broke ankles among other limbs on our 

footpaths. Three such people are known personally 

to Newsletter Staff.  
 

Something good to come out of this cold weather 

is the great sense of community which is around. 

People have been very good looking out for each 

other, especially where elderly people are 

concerned.  
 

anger! Please tell your teenage sons and 

daughters that it is very dangerous to 
build a snowman in the middle of the road, 

or a snow ridge across it, or to throw snowballs at 

moving cars. Young people don't always see the 

danger, but some near misses occurred on New 

Year's Eve as a result of such activity. 
 

Good Fortune for someone around Lucan just 

before Christmas when they won ú4.5 million in 

the Lotto. Good luck to you whoever you are.  
 

Less fortunate were the people whose house went 

on fire in Meadowview Grove on Christmas Eve. 
Luckily, all three people were safe. 
 

Santa didn't bring the Traffic Lights  to the 

Hillcrest / Newcastle Road Junction! Looking back 

at our recent 'political notes', one or two local 

representatives told us he would! We could lose 

faith in Santa! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Snow Problem!  
Because of where the village of Lucan is situated ï 

right down in a valley ï there have always been big 

problems with snow and ice.  
 

It was because of the steep gradient of Chapel Hill 

that the Main Road between the Convent and the 

Garda Station was built back in 1837. It was 

impossible for a horse and cart to travel up the hill 

in icy conditions.  
 

Up to the early 1960s, CIE buses regularly got 

stuck in the village ï they couldn't get up Chapel 

Hill. At the time, people living on Main Street 

looked after the drivers and conductors with hot 

drinks and sandwiches. 
 

Har Farrell and his horse Blossom, were 

responsible for gritting the village back in the 

1940s and 50s. 
 

Another memory, which the cold weather has 

brought to mind, is the sigh of a Dublin Dairies 

Milk Lorry arriving with crates of full milk bottles. 

It was so cold that the cream (pre EEC days), at the 

top of the bottle froze, popped the foil cap off, and 

instead of bottles of milk, they looked more like 

crates of candles in milk bottles.  

 

Back in 1982, people queued for milk at St. Ed's 

Farm (above). Hayden's Farm at Esker was another 

place where milk was available when deliveries 

couldn't be made to local shops.  

I don't think there are any dairy farms within 

walking distance of Lucan these days!  
Mary Mulhall 

D 

Congratulations  

to Michael & Mei Fitzpatrick   

on the birth of their son  

Liam Arthur  on New Yearõs Day! 
  

With lots of love from your Irish 

family, Mam, Dad, Deirdre, Lynn, Nev & 

Layla. 
 

 



Some Local Highlights and Lowlights 
of 2009 
 

 In January, we were told we'd have to 

"tighten our belts" as unemployment 

grew, and we learned of snips, and more 

snips.  
 

 February saw a good fall of snow, again 

bringing the place to a standstill.                  

St. Mary's featured in a TV Mass, and 

road works were ongoing on the N4. 
 

 March  brought us another brilliant St. 

Patrick's Day Parade in Lucan, while 

our Tidy Towns People started their hard 

graft for the year ahead. The same people 

had a very luck escape when a bus 

crashed on the wall at the Church 

Carpark. Luckily there were no fatalities 

or serious injuries. 

 

 The An Post Sorting Office moved to 

Fonthill, and we participated in the 

"Earth Hour ".   
 

 In May, tragedy struck with the deaths of 

two young schoolboys, Jamie Rafferty 

and Richard Kearney, in a fatal car 

crash. No doubt it was a very sad 

Christmas for their families and friends.                                

Scoil Mhuire, Dodsboro were celebrating 

their 25
th

 Anniversary with a visit from 

President McAleese, and the launch of 

their school book.                                  

The local election campaign got under 

way, and we were faced with the Ryan 
Report.           

 

 June brought us some good sunny 

weather ï the result being the new 

promenade at the Weir was left in a 
terrible mess.                                         

The elections were over and Cllrs. 

Keating, Lavelle, O'Connell, Tuffy and 

Jones were our new representatives. 

 

 In July, Youth Fun celebrated 25 years 

of fun and games.                                      

The Lucan Live Register rose to over 

3,500 unemployed.                               

New 'Post Boxes' were placed all around 

Lucan as part of a new Postman's Delivery 

Scheme.                                                  

The big trees along the roadside at St. 
Mary's were cut down, giving this fine old 

building a completely new look. 

 

 August saw lots of moves in the local 

parishes, with Frs. Joe and Tony leaving 

Lucan and Esker, and Fr. John Hassett 

being appointed Moderator  of the three 

local parishes. Fr. Peter O'Reilly came to 

St. Mary's.        

Another person to depart Lucan was 

Mario  from the Italian Embassy. You'd 

miss him around the village.  
 

 In September our Tidy Towns Group 

received just reward when Lucan was 

named the Best Town in South County 

Dublin.                                                    
The Liffey Descent passed through Lucan 

for the 50
th time since its inauguration. 

Local Parish Worker and Scout Leader 

Martin Corry  passed away suddenly 

while on pilgrimage in France. Back in 

January, he had been named as "Clare 
Person of the Year".                                

At the end of the month, we had the 

Lucan Festival ï lots of activities for all.  

 

 By October, we were voting for 'Lisbon' 

again.                                                      

Child Protection Policies were 

announced by all the local parishes, as the 

Murphy Report came to light.  

 

 November ï a very sad month with the 
passing of Fr. Denis from St. Mary's on 

the 1st, and of our own Joan O'Flynn on 

the 12th.                                                  

The Grimes Twins, John and Edward, 

lifted our spirits somewhat, after 'Le 

Hand'  ï Henry ï put Ireland out of the 

World Cup in South Africa. What might 

have beenéé                                    

Kenny's Pub in the village, were 

celebrating 40 years of business here.  

 

 December brought dreaded rain and 
floods all over the country. Here in Lucan, 

Tubber Lane and the Strawberry Beds 

were badly affected. Exactly one week 

before Christmas, the icy conditions 

arrived and that's were we left 2009!                             

Bring on 2010! 
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RONNIE SULLIVAN R.I.P.  
Vera and family of the late Ronnie Sullivan  

would like to thank all who sympathised with  

them on their sad loss. We would like to express 

our sincere thanks and appreciation to our 

neighbours and friends who visited our home and 

attended Ronnieôs funeral Mass. To all who sent 

Mass cards we say thank you. Mass will be said for 

your intentions. 

Vera Sullivan. 

 

 

MARIE SMITH R.I.P.  
The family of Marie Smith, R.I.P. would like to 

express their sincere thanks and gratitude to all 

who sympathised with them in their recent 

bereavement. A special word of thanks to Fr. Joe 

Coyne, Fr. Tom Kennedy and Fr. Peter OôReilly, 
St. Maryôs Parish Centre for their hospitality, 

Garda Gerry Smith and the many friends and 

neighbours for their support and kindness at this 

sad time. Thank you to all who brought beautiful 

flowers for Mam and those who sent Mass cards 

and letters. As it is impossible to thank everybody 

individually, we trust that this acknowledgement 

will be accepted by all as a token of our gratitude. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for 

all your intentions. 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance 
 

ANN MOFFITT  
First Christmas Away From Home 

To lose someone as dear as you 

Brought sorrow and much pain 

And Iôd give everything I have 

To see you smile again 

For you were really wonderful 

As special as could be 

And I miss you so much 
Because you meant a lot to me 

But all the love I have for you 

Will never go away 

And Mam dear, I do believe 

Weôll meet again some day. 

Sadly missed by your husband Mick & children 

John, Dermot, Anita, Martina & Anthony 
 
 

 

Anniversaries 
 

PADDY MALONE  
25

th
 Anniversary ï 10

th
 January 

Anniversary of a dear husband, dad and granddad. 

Late of Hillcrest Way. 

Twenty five years have passed 

Since that very sad day 

You closed your eyes 

And slipped away 

The leaves will fall 

The sun will set 

Those who loved you 

Will never forget 

Very sadly missed by Marian, sons, Anthony & 

David, daughters-in-law Rachael & Linda & 
grandchildren Rhys, Jake & Scott xxx 

Mass offered on 1
st
 January  

 

 

IAN MURTAGH  
2

nd
 Anniversary ï 5

th
 January 

You never said Iôm leaving 

You never said goodbye 

You were gone before I knew it 

And only God knows why 

It broke my heart to lose you 

But you did not go alone 

For part of me went with you 

The day God took you home. 

Loved and missed always from your heartbroken 

Mam & Dad, son Andrew, brothers & sister, uncles 

Badger & Spider. 

Love you and miss you x 
 

 

I Saw a Robin  
I saw a robin this morning 
He cocked his head 

And eyed me through the window 

Confidently 

 

His bright red breast 

Lifted the darkness of a grey day 

I thought of 

Golden autumn leaves 

Scarlet holly-berries 

Pure white snow 

Brown swirling winter water on the weir 
Blue and yellow pictures in coal flames 

Frost star-filled skies 

 

Iôm glad 

I saw a robin this morning. 

 

JOF 

 



POLITICAL NOTES  
 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald - Fine Gael 

Senate Leader.  Your Voice at Local & National Level  

Office: 01-6183703/6183771.Mobile: 087-2579026  
Email: frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie  
Web: www.francesfitzgerald.ie 

Happy New Year  
Happy New Year to all Lucan residents. I look 

forward to continuing to represent you both locally 

and nationally throughout this year. As always, 

please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 

any assistance to you, your family or the 
community.  
Road Gritting:  The Transport Minister has failed 

to co-ordinate a centralised nationwide response to 

road gritting during the severe cold weather period. 

This has led to a fiasco whereby people have 

literally found themselves marooned in their homes 

and unable to safely enter or exit their housing 

estate. The Government's response is marked by a 

stunning silence and a lack of action. The 

Government should immediately carry out an audit 

of all grit supplies, assess the state of all significant 

roads - both national and regional - on an ongoing 
basis and plan for the coming weeks and months.  
 

Cllr. Caitriona Jones ï Labour Party  

Mobile: 087 2034427.  
Email: cjones@sdublincoco.ie 

Council Budget: The Labour Party proposed an 
amendment to the County Managerôs report for this 

yearôs budget. They tabled a motion that will 

deliver a home repair scheme to be used to improve 

the living conditions of some of the most 

vulnerable people in our county. Approximately 

one million euro will be set aside for these works 

which can also provide much needed work for 

those in the construction industry. A further sum of 

money was ring-fenced to ensure the delivery of an 

emergency accommodation unit to house the 

homeless in our county. In addition to this the 

proposal also included, for the first time ever, a 
drop in commercial rates in order to protect jobs in 

South Dublin County.  

 

Jim Doyle ï Independent Community 
The ineptitude of our local officials is only too 

evident when it comes to foresight and even 

reference to the lessons of the past regarding 

preparedness for the icy state of our roads in 

midwinter. Surely with the onset of winter 
sufficient provision should have been made for the 

availability of gritting material to deal with the 

dangerous conditions that have come to pass. Our 

county councillors with their local knowledge  

 

 

should have made their voices heard in this regard. 

All these people elected and otherwise should 

attend to important issues like this that affect the 

day to day lives of our people. They are being 

criticised locally and nationally and deservedly so. 
 

Cllr. William Lavelle - Fine Gael 
16 Lána na bPáirce, Ballyowen Lane 
087 410 7885. wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie 

2010: Happy New Year to the staff and readers of 

the Lucan Newsletter. 

Road Conditions: I share residentôs frustration and 

fears regarding the treacherous conditions of our 

secondary and estate roads. While council staff 

have been gritting everyday since December 16, I 

would prefer to see more roads being gritted. 

However we have all been let down by the 

deplorable failure of Minister Dempsey & national 

government to support local authorities in ensuring 
an adequate and secure supply of grit and salt 

during this unprecedented cold-spell. 

Pay Parking: Council management have recently 

proposed a 50% increase in pay-parking fees and 

an extension of pay-parking to Saturdays. Having 

consulted with local business and community 

interests in Lucan Village, I am committed to 

opposing these proposed changes when they come 

before the council.  

 

Cllr. Derek Keating Peace Commissioner 

Fine Gael Councillor 
66 Beech Park, Lucan.  
Tel. 087-2857435 
Email: info@derekkeating.net 
Web: www.derekkeating.net  

Happy New Year to all readers and Lucan 

Newsletter staff. Thank you for all your support 

2009, particularly the wonderful support I received 

in last Juneôs Local Elections. I recommit to 

continue working as your Full-Time Councillor in 

2010.  

Grit ting:  I am in direct daily contact with Council 

management seeking to have as many roads as 

possible gritted. I have also requested gritting of 

roads at schools before of re-openings. 

Bin Collections: I have made representations on 

behalf of estates not collected because of bank 
holidays/weather conditions. 

School Building Programme: Shocking news this 

week that the government only completed 7 of the 

78 school buildings sanctioned for 2009. 

Childcare Scheme: Parents have until 13th January 

latest to complete forms to register children for pre-

school Early Childhood Care and Education 

Scheme (ECCE). Further information available. 

Email Newsletter: 

To subscribe please email info@derekkeating.net 

 

http://www.francesfitzgerald.ie/
mailto:cjones@sdublincoco.ie
mailto:wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie
mailto:info@derekkeating.net
http://www.derekkeating.net/

