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Blow, Blow thou winter windÜÜ. 
 

The weather forecasters indicated that a cold wind form Siberia was on the way, but we 

were still unprepared for the volume of snow that fell, the chaos that ensued on the 

roads, and the length of time it took to get to and from work. Children waited for house 

to be collected from creches and baby minders while their parents sat, stuck in cars or 

on buses on the M50 and N4. Dinners congealed on plates while waiting to assuage the 

hunger of exhausted wage earners who were trying to get home ï thank God fort the 

man who invented the microwave. And the cold spell continuesé. 

 

The Government too had forecast heavy weather, but we were still unprepared for the 

weight of deductions that landed on us unsuspecting workers in the public sector ï 

particularly at the lower end of the wage scale. Where both parents are working they 

have to accept double the hit. And, we are told, this is only the beginning, even more 

money will be needed over the next four years or so. Where it will be found is hard to 

imagine at this stage ï how much more can we tighten our belts? 

 

There are people even worse off in the private sector, people who have no jobs at all ï 

the numbers on the Live Register are at an all time high. Of course we are all willing to 

put up with some deprivation to help the exchequer recover from the mess in which it 

find itself we can cope with having to cut out luxuries, but when it becomes difficult to 

find the wherewithal to feed and clothe a family, provide heat and light, and keep a roof 

over their heads, things really begin to hurt. Reading about obscene amounts of money 

being paid in salaries to people at the other end of the wage scale, golden hand-shakes 

to individuals whom we perceive to be responsible for the whole debacle, and hideous 

profit on land transactions doesnôt help. This pain we feel must be shared ï those who 

are really wealthy must take their share of the punishment, and must be seen to do so. A 

level playing pitch was never more necessary.  

 

It is time for politicians of all parties to stop scoring points, and start putting their heads 

together to use their collective talents to find effective ways of getting the ship afloat 

again. They must lead the way by drastically cutting t heir own wage and expenses 

bills. So far, they are not making a very good job of selling the recovery plans to the 

rest of us.  

Joan OôFlynn

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


The Kew Park Estate Residents 
Association  
would like to convey its sympathies to Mrs O 

Mahony and Mr Delmar  both of Kew Park 

Avenue on the death of their father.  We also wish 

to send our sympathies to Ms Eileen Moloney, 

Kew Park Avenue on the death of her mother. 

 

Lucan Youth Fun 
Swimming Lessons  
in National Aquatic Centre  
for St Mary's Parish Children 
2nd class up  
Conditions Apply  
Contact Elaine on 086 6053132 

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
 

Ballyowen Castle Community Centre 
Ballyowen Shopping Centre, 
Lucan 

Tel: 6217930 

Email: lucan.cic@citinfo.ie  

www.citizensinformation.ie 

Opening Hours: Monday ï Friday 10am ï 4pm.  

Closed for lunch 1 ï 2pm. 

Legal Advice every Thursday ï please make an 

appointment in advance. 

Med 1 Forms are available for claiming tax relief 

on qualifying medical expenses. Relief can be 

claimed for the costs incurred on products 

manufactured specifically for coeliacs and diabetics 

where this expenditure is incurred on the advice of a 

medical practitioner. A letter from a GP stating that 
the person is diabetic or coeliac is required. 
  

Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Liffey Sound 96.4fm will be out looking for 

your help in the coming weeks with the 

preparations for the fundraiser in aid of our 

Outreach Training Facility. It is our hope to raise 

enough money to be able to get out to schools, 

homes and events to get more Lucan activities and 

people on the airwaves. 

We need your support. If you are a keen golfer or 

just fancy a try you can enter a team of four, or 

perhaps you would like to sponsor a tee-box. You 
can get more information on this by contacting 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm on the contacts below. 

We will also have raffle tickets for sale with the 

promise of some great prizes. We really need all the 

support that we can get. Remember, we are 

community radio by Lucan, for Lucan. 

You can contact us by emailing 

info@liffeysound.com, phoning 016219425 or 

calling in to the Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre. 

 

Chernobyl Childrenôs Appeal (Irl) 
Lucan Group 
With a great deal of uncertainty now behind us for 

this yearôs Chernobyl Childrenôs Holiday, including 

the earlier threat by the Belarusian authorities not to 

allow children to travel, and more recently Belavia, 

the Belarusian Airline closing its Irish Office, we 

are delighted that we are now finally at the stage 
where we can prepare for this yearôs Chernobyl 

Childrenôs Holiday Programme. In a few weeks 

time we will issues details of our family meeting. 

However at this stage we would encourage as many 

enquiries as possible from families who are 

interested in providing a young child from the 

Chernobyl region with a three-week break in the 

greater Lucan area. This will be a life giving 

experience for that child as our fresh air, our 

nourishing food and our clean water can help a 

young visiting child live longer. For further 

information please telephone the undersigned. 
Derek Keating  

Co-ordinator, 

087 285 7435. 

 

I.C.A. Notes 
Tuesday 10

th
 Feb.: Crafts 10am ï 12 

noon 

Tuesday 10
th

 Feb: Talk on ñAgeing 

with Confidenceò in the Life Centre at 

7.30pm. (This talk had to be postponed 

last Tuesday due to snow). 

Wednesday 11
th

 Feb: Craft Night 8pm.  We will be 

making Quillos to keep ourselves warm and cosy 
during this cold snap.  Please come along on the 

night. 

Friday 13
th

 Feb: Senior Citizens Social.  Hostesses: 

Ann Byrne & Maura Norton.  
 

President & members send our sympathy to Phil 

Burchael and family on the death of her brother-in-

law. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Kennyõs of Lucan 
Present 

 

2008 THE TABLE QUIZ 
 

TUESDAY 10th  February @ 9pm 
Table of 4 ú20 

 

All proceeds in aid of Lucan Disability Action 
Group 

 

A bit of craic for a Tuesday!!! 
All welcome 

mailto:lucan.cic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
mailto:info@liffeysound.com


 

Parish Notes  
Parish of Divine 

Mercy,  

Lucan South  
 

Adoration and Prayer 
Adoration takes place every Friday from  

10:00am ï 3:00pm. 

and Monday nights 8:00 ï 9:00pm. 
 

Scripture Sharing 
Tuesdays  9:45 ï 10:45am. 

Baptism 
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

Next meeting will take place in the Church  

Wednesday, 18
th
 February at 7:30pm. 

 

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community:   

  Mary Hanley 

Orlaith Hodson 

Kate Kennedy 

Amy Lacey 

Davis Quinn 
Please remember them and their families in your 

prayers. 
 

Presentation Associates 

Meeting in the Church, Monday 16th February @ 

7:30pm. 

Confirmation & 1
st
 Communion 

The monthly Mass preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation is Sunday, 8th February at 12:00noon. 

Next preparation Mass for First Holy Communion 

children and parents is Sunday,     15th February @ 

10:30am. 

A full list of the remaining dates is available in the 

sacristy. 
 

Ministers Rota 

February & March Rota for Ministers of the 

Eucharist, Readers & Welcome Group is available 

at the back of the Church.  
 

St. Valentineôs Day  

óCelebrating the Gift of Love & 

Loving in our Livesô. 

A Celebration and Reflection of 

óLove and Loving in our 

Livesô.   
An inclusive gathering of 
couples and singles, who acknowledge the need to 

love and be loved! 

Divine Mercy Church Saturday, 14
th

 February @ 

5:00pm. 

  
 

 

 

St Maryõs Parish, Lucan 

 
Mass on TV ï 

Celebrating 

Catholic Schoolsô 

Week 

It was good to have the 

opportunity to óprovideô Mass on 

TV, particularly for sick and 

housebound people.   

Much patience and good will was shown in the 

parish for the disruption that it involved.  Special 

recognition to Ewan (who lived in the Church for 
the preceding week!) and his Church team; and to 

Deirdre and all in the Parish Centre.   

ñKairosò made everything easy and enjoyable.  

Arenôt we lucky that the Divine Word Missionaries 

are providing that service to the Church and to TV?  

Kairos is constantly producing attractive religious 

programmes.  In all 23 people were involved in the 

production of the Sunday Mass.  I guess that long 

after the details of the Mass have been forgotten, 

those who were here all day Saturday and much of 

Sunday will remember the kindness, the hospitality 
in the Centre ï plenty of sandwiches, brown bread 

and soup.  Special thanks to the Hospitality Group.  

The Music received much favourable comment.  

Directors Eithne Donnelly & Anne OôShea, 

Organists Michael Grant and Gavin Kelly, Soloists 

and Choirs all did us proud.  It was, as always, easy 

to involve the schools who were rightly 

acknowledged at the end of a special week 

honouring the gift and joy of education.  Those who 

did the introductions were ñvolunteeredò in various 

ways ï parents, teachers, Bs of M and other school 

personnel.   
Altar servers as always were splendid and Ministers 

of the Eucharist devout.  

There are always people who quietly 

do the important things such as 

welcoming strangers, helping people 

find seats, doing the collection and 

generally keeping an eye for what is 

needed. Without them where would 

we be? 
 

Mass of Anointing 

In conjunction with World Day of the Sick, our 

annual Mass of Anointing will take place on Sunday 

8th February at 12.15pm.  Anybody suffering from a 

significant illness of mind or body, is invited to 

come along to this Mass.  We encourage 
parishioners to offer transport to a neighbour or 

family member who might like to come along and 

receive the Sacrament of the Sick. 
 



Eucharistic Adoration 

A Time for Private Prayer 

From Saturday evening 14th February thre will be 

new periods of adoration and prayer before the 

Blessed Sacrament in the Nunsô Chapel. 

Saturdays ï 7.30 ï 9pm 
Thursdays 2 ï 4pm 

Having the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Nunsô 

Chapel will give an opportunity for a short visit or 

an extended time of prayer.  The afternoons will 

attract parents as in the old tradition of bringing 

their children for a visit to Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament 
 

Sunday 7/8 February we will hear of the work of 

the Franciscan Missionaries. 
 

Justice & Peace 

The recent pictures from GAZA will haunt us for a 

long time.  Gaza joins Ruanda and Darfur in the 

horror league of what human beings can do to each 

other. 

Bishop Raymond Field recently met the Parish 

Priest of Gaza, who gave him a first-hand account 

of the horror.  He said, ñThe world is not giving us 

our rights.  Stop our living like animals in a prison.  

Do ñjustice for Gazaò. 
We must do something to help our fellow-

Christians there, in the aftermath of the devastation. 

Please support our 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

after all Masses in St Maryôs Parish Centre on 

Sunday 15th February. 
 

Ministers of the Eucharist 

Lent begins on Feb. 25th.  Please collect envelope in 

sacristy for the Rota for Lent and return as soon as 

possible to Sacristy. 
 

Christian Meditation  

In Meditation we undertake a very simple discipline 

in stillness.  The stillness of your body becomes a 

stillness of mind in which the movement of desire is 

transformed into joy.  The Joy of Being. 

Every Tuesday @ 8pm. All welcome. 

Sr Geraldine 6217158 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrickõs Parish, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
 

St Patrickôs Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group will meet in St Patrickôs 

Pastoral Centre on Monday from 8.30 ï 

9.15pm.  all are welcome to join the group in 

prayer. 
 

Pastoral Council 

There will be a meeting of the parish Pastoral 

Council in St Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on Thursday 

next, 12th February at 8pm 
 

Do This In Memory Mass 

The next ñDo this in Memoryò Mass for the first 

Holy Communion Children and their 

parents/guardians will be at 10.30am on Sunday 15th 
February 
 

Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like to 

receive Holy Communion on 1st Fridays and on 
each Sunday, please telephone the Parish Office at 

628 1018, Monday to Friday, between 9.30am ï 

12.30pm and we will be happy to make 

arrangements for  you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

An Óige, in 

conjunction with 

EcoAdventure 
Ireland are pleased to 

announce Easter and 

Summer Multi Activity 

and Pony Camps at their 

new 5 star Hostel in Knockree Co Wicklow.  Camps 

are suitable for 8-17 year olds for the residential 

option and 6 ï 17 year olds for the non residential 

option.  Activities include pony trekking, mountain 

biking, hill walking, basic survival training, archery, 

orienteering, team tasks and love ropes. 

Prices from ú150 based on 5 days. 

To book or for further information, please contact 
Eamonn on 01-276 7988 

 

Special Collection 
For 

 

ACCORD 
in all churches 

on  

 

next weekend, 14/15 February 

AMEN ð Support Service for Male Victims of 

Domestic Abuse.  Weekly Support Group 
Meetings ð Tuesday Night 8 ð 10pm.  Contact 
046-9023718 

 



 

NAGARHOPE 
 

An Extraordinary Person 
Very often, we read of extraordinary people; very often it is after 

they have passed through this life. Not so with Lucanôs Doc 

(Fachtna Clandillon), who as we go to press is making his way 

back to Nagarkot in Nepal.  That is where he and a Nepalese 

native, Dhurba, got the Nagarhope Charity off the ground. 
 

Their dream is to eventually build a childrenôs home. There are currently 1,500 street children in the rural 

villages and streets of Kathmandu.  At the moment, Doc is involved in building new classrooms and in 

educating children who are the poorest of the poor. 

 
Left: Doc (on left) and friends at mealtime, and 

above, Palsang Tamang is one happy little boy.  
 

I first came across Fachtna was when he was a 

little fellow up at Lucan Sarsfields GAA Club. It 

was more or less a second residence to him and 

his three brothers (and his Dad too!).  
 

A few years later, he worked on the Friday Team 

at Lucan Newsletter ï putting all the pages 

together in preparation for sending out to the 

shops.  
 

Fast forward a few years, and the young man 

took off to Australia as many of them do. He 

made his way back to Lucan via the scenic route, 

stopping off in several places including India.  
 

On his return, it was obvious that Doc was upset by the terrible poverty, which he had witnessed first hand, and 

decided to do something about it.  He had great aspirations, and we looked at him in bewilderment, wondering 

how this young fellow, now sporting dreadlocks, could ever make any inroads into such a project.  
 

 

At this stage, the dream is well underway, and Doc 

is very grateful to all who have fundraised on behalf 

of the charity. 2008 contributors included Marathon 
Runners, Lucan Senior Camogie Team who 

sponsored bags, shoes and socks to over 230 

students; Lucan Dramatic Society, Lucan Lions 

Club, Halloween Mock Wedding at Lucan 

Sarsfields, various donations by individuals and 

classes in several local schools.  
 

The latest fundraiser was by Elvis and The Way It 

Was Orchestra, at Westmanstown Sports Centre on 

Friday night last. Kevin Doyle and the band played 

for Nagarhope, and what a show - Las Vegas came 

to Lucan for a night!  
 

It may well have been the only time Elvis ever 

óreturned to a buildingô having left, and at the 

request of Doc, stunned all with a rousing 

performance of óHow Great Thou Artô.  

Doc is under no illusion as to the difficulty of the 

task, and this unassuming young man was so 

gracious in his appreciation of peopleôs help, that 
we all left the building feeling very humble. 
 

ñThereôs something worse than nothing and, 
It is mis -education. 
It takes tight hold of peopleôs minds, 
It shapes entire nations.  
It brings down every rock we build,  
And pretty soon we are, 
Misguided youths, at war with all,  
So near, yet so, so far.ò 
 

(from Hope is the Dream, Not the Action by Doc) 
 

We send Belated Birthday Greetings to Doc ï 31 on 

31st January, and wish him Godôs blessing in 

everything he turns his hand to. 
 

M.M. 



Robert Ballesty 
Sinn Féin Local Rep for Lucan and Palmerstown 
087-3216273, lucansinnfein@gmail.com, 
www.dublinmidwest.com 

Liffey Valley Protection Alliance 
On Wednesday last I and Sinn Féin party president 

Gerry Adams, met the Liffey Valley Protection 

Alliance, we have pledged our party's continued 

support to their campaign to protect and preserve 

the Liffey Valley. 

Archbishop Ryan Primary School 
I have contacted South Dublin County Council 

regarding the lack of a pedestrian crossing, traffic 

lights and road markings outside the Archbishop 

Ryan Primary School in Balgaddy. The council 

informed me that the "Caution School Ahead" 

markings will be installed in the coming week. 
 
 

Paul Gogarty TD ï Green Party 
ñNot just at election timeò 
Tel. 01-6219966 / 087-2752489 
Email: info@paulgogarty.com 

ú2billion in further cutbacks 

This week sever cutbacks were made to protect our 

economic survival, with more to come.  While the 

Green Party did secure additional funding for 

schools, energy security and job creation projects 

and indeed protected things like the Christmas 

bonus for pensioners and the unemployed, it is 

mainly bad news.  I hope those that caused this 

mess get their come-uppance, but for now 
extremely tough decisions have to be made in the 

national interest.  The Green Party is broadly 

supporting these cuts in what could be political 

suicide, because frankly there is no other option.  

But I will not shirk my responsibilities and in this 

respect I am most willing to meet anyone who 

wants an open and honest discussion about the 

situation we find ourselves in. contact me. 
 
 

Tom Dowling ï Independent Green 
Candidate 
óFor our Community and Environmentô 

Ph: 086 2505665 ï Email: lucantom@gmail.com 

Coolamber Development 

It came to my attention that demolition had begun 
of the existing dwelling at Coolamber. In August 

28th An Bord Pleanála granted permission to 

proceed with the demolition with conditions. 

Having contacted the Planning Department, it is 

clear that developer Niall Molloy of Tiros 

Resources Ltd has breached the terms of this 

decision.  

I have urged The Planning Enforcement Section to 

carry out an immediate enquiry into this breach and 

ensure that no further work is carried out until 

ABPôs terms are met. 

Lucan Weir 

I am disappointed that the completion date of works 

on Lucan weir is in doubt; while 80% of work on 

phase one has been completed. It now appears that 

the remaining funding was withdrawn by the OPW 

because the council did not commence the works on 
the agreed date.  www.tomdowling.ie 
  
 

William Lavelle  
Fine Gael Lucan Representative  
087-4107885  
williamlavelle@ireland.com  

Better Transport Planning 

Government are taking 120 Dublin Bus services off 

the road! Esker Lane slip-road has closed while 

Adamstown & Clonburris will add thousands of 

extra cars to local roads in coming years. Whatôs to 

be done? As part of my ongoing óBetter Planningô 

campaign I am hosting a PUBLIC MEETING on 

transport on Thursday 12th February at 8pm in St. 

Thomas NS, Esker. The guest speaker is FG 
transport spokesman Fergus OôDowd TD.  

Investing in Jobs?  

With 36,500 additional people having joined the 

dole queues in January, it is scandalous that 

government still has no plan to support job creation 

in the óreal economyô. Please visit my new website 

www.williamlavelle.ie for more on my óInvest in 

Jobsô campaign.  
 
 

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy- Labour 
Party                                                
22 Liffey Wood, Lucan. Tel:6109313; Mobile: 

0863863173. Email: etuffy@sdublincoco.ie  

First Priority : More than 100 Lucan people have 

been loosing their jobs every month since January 

2008; there are now over 2500 Lucan residents 
ñsigning onò.   As Chairman of the County 

Development Board, my first priority is work with 

all agencies on the Board, FAS, IDA, Enterprise 

Ireland, VEC, Chamber of Commerce, and the 

Council, to take every possible action to protect 

existing jobs in the County, and to ensure every 

service is available to those who have lost jobs. My 

Employment Support Forum proposal was 

discussed and progressed during the week by CDB 

members, before I launched the South Dublin 

Economic Development Strategy.  
Information Note: FAS Training Centres at 

Ballyfermot (Tel. 6055900) and Tallaght 

(Tel.4275467)  provide a large programme of 

Evening Courses. I have been told that the Course 

Fee may be waived for Job Seekers in selected 

courses.  

 

 

 

P 
O 
L 
I 
T 
I 
C 
A 
L 
 
 

N
O
T
E
S 
 

mailto:lucansinnfein@gmail.com
mailto:lucansinnfein@gmail.com
mailto:lucansinnfein@gmail.com
mailto:lucansinnfein@gmail.com
mailto:info@paulgogarty.com
mailto:lucantom@gmail.com
mailto:williamlavelle@ireland.com
http://www.williamlavelle.ie/
mailto:etuffy@sdublincoco.ie


           CHOOL    

           NEWS  

 

Coláiste Cois Life 
Scléip! 2009 has been hectic already for the students 

of Coláiste Cois Life who have been practising 
fervently to take part in the Leinster heat of Scléip! 
which took place on Thursday 29th January in the 
Axis Theatre in Ballymun. 
 

Founded in 2005, Scléip! is a music/drama/dance 

competition aimed at students attending all-Irish 

second-level schools in the 32 counties.  The 

main objective of the competition is to inspire 

these students to use their Gaeilge in the various 

disciplines of the performing arts by giving them 

the opportunity to take part in a competition that 

is both inspiring and educational. 
 

Coláiste Cois Life took part in Scléip! for the 

first time in 2008 and everyone was excited 

about this yearôs event having had a lot of fun 

last year.  We had an entrant in almost every 

category, ranging from solo/group singing/playing, 

to dance, to my personal favourite ï the rock/pop 

music category.  Most of the students listen to rock 

or pop music, so they will simply translate the song 

they want to perform, often quite successfully too.  

One of the highlights for me was to hear the Kings 

of Leon song ñSex on Fireò as Gaeilge, as 

performed by Fíbín Fánach, a group of sixth year 
students. 
 

Theyôre a ñvocalò lot, the musicians and dancers of 

Coláiste Cois Life, and I think itôs fair to say that 

we definitely left a lasting impression.  Everytime 

the presenter announced the performance of one of 

our entrants to the audience there was screaming, 

clapping and what seemed like an ever-increasing 

supply of rí-r§ agus ruaille buaille.  ñCCL! CCL!ò 

they screamed, and by the end of the day, the 

students of other schools were 

joining in.   
 

The students of Coláiste Cois Life 

went wild with excitement when it 

was announced that our own 

Sophie N² Mhaoilste dôHenbh² won 

the solo dancing category for her 

impressive display of both ballet 

and hip-hop.  
 

Sophie will be going to the all-

Ireland final of Scléip! in March 

but for everyone else, itôs back to 
the studies as the mock Junior Cert. 

and Leaving Cert. exams are in full 

swing.  Roll on Scléip 2010!! 

Elaine Ní Chéileacháin 

 

Early Birds - Christy Byrne and Siobhán Briggs 

clear the way for the staff and pupils of Lucan BNS, 

on Tuesday morning last.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Maryõs B.N.S. Lucan 
 

Applications 
for 

Junior Infants in September 2009 
are currently being considered 

 

Application forms available from  

the School Office or contact 6281857. 
 

Closing date for receipt of  

applications is  

Monday 9th February 2009  


