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ñ The game is afootò 
 

This phrase is forever associated with Sherlock Holmes and featured in the new movie of the 

same name, which was a brilliant recreation of Victorian London, the character of Holmes 

being ably played by Robert Downey Jr. His trademark was an uncanny ability to gather facts 

and link them together in a way that revealed the meaning of things. There is no magic in 

how Holmes revealed so much about the world, he tells us himself -"I see no more than 

you, but I have trained myself to notice what I see."   
 

Noticing what you see is one of the great secrets in life and so often is hard to do because 

there are so many accidental and deliberate distractions. As he began every case Holmes 

would say ñ the game is afootò, signalling that he was now paying full attention.   
 

In the spiritual world Ash Wednesday is a day on which we say the game is afoot and begin a 

time to renew the spirit by noticing where we are at in life. This time we call Lent from the 

old Anglo-Saxon for spring or lengthening of days and it is a time when we are invited to 

take a good look at our lives.   
 

We are helped in this by prayer, fasting and reaching out to those in need in acts of giving 

summed up in the famous Trocaire Box. Above all we are invited to notice things about 

ourselves, things which may need changing, things holding us back from the good, the best 

that we can be. The poet Robert Herrick puts it so well when he asks what is Lent all about ï 

 

 

Is it to fast an houre  

or ragôd go,  

or show 

a down cast look, and sour? 

 

No: ótis a fast, to dole  

thy sheaf of wheat  

and meat 

unto the hungry soule. 

 

 

 

It is to fast from strife,  

from old debate  

and hate: 

to circumcise thy life. 

 

To shew a heart grief-rent;  

to starve thy sin,  

not Bin 

and thatôs to keep thy Lent. 

 
Fr. Peter O'Reilly. 
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Art Talks  
 11th Feb: No Talk 

 25th Feb: ñNew Kid on the 

Block, Gustave Courbetò 

 4
th
 Mar ñThe Unknown Impressionists.ò 

 11th Mar: ñCezanne, Father of the Isms?ò 
Venue: St. Mary's Parish Centre, Lucan, 8-9pm. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pieta House  
Darkness into Light 5k Event 
 Pieta House óDarkness into Light 5k Eventô will 

take place this year on Saturday 8th May 2010 in 
two venues.  The Phoenix Park, Dublin 7 and 

University of Limerick.  Participants will be invited 

to walk or run the 5k route, starting whilst it is still 

dark and completing the circuit as dawn is 

breaking. This will be a symbolic event to give 

hope to those affected by Suicide and Self-Harm.  
  

Pieta House, the centre for the Prevention of Self-

harm or Suicide, opened its doors in January 2006.  

Pieta House is Irelandôs first community-based 

centre for the prevention of self-harm or suicide. 

Pieta House offers one to one counselling.  
Services at Pieta House are free of charge. Pieta 

House has outreach centres in Tallaght and 

Finglas.  We will open an outreach centre in 

Ballyfermot in the summer of 2010. Our first 

outreach centre outside the Dublin area will open in 

Mungret, Limerick in the summer of 2010. 
  

On line registration will be available from 

15th February 2010 at www.pieta.ie 

Postal registration will also be available. 
  

For any enquiries contact Marie Freeman 

at 01-6010000 
 

FOUND 
White Gold Ring found in Tescos, Lucan, on 

Wednesday 17tyh February. Ph: 085-1643112 

 
 
Parade your Stilettos this St. 
Patrickõs Day  

in aid of the Marie Keating Foundation 
St Patrickôs day, March 17

th
 ï OôConnell St. 

Dublinôs City Centre, the morning 

of St. Patrickôs Day will kick 

off to a Dash with a difference! 
  

We will attempt to break a world 

record by having the most people 

ever take part in an 80 metre 

stiletto heel dash as part of the St. 

Patrickôs Festival pre Parade 

entertainment at 11.15am. 
  

We will be out in force for what promises to be a fun and 

entertaining event, as part of the national St. Patrickô Festival 

Parade. 

 To take part you must register at 

www.mariekeating.ie or call our 

Fundraising Team on 01 6283728. 
  

So donôt be a heel and come 

have some fun with Louise 
Heraghty and The Marie Keating Foundation this 

St Patrickôs Day.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LLuuccaann  GGoossppeell  CChhooiirr  
iinn    

CCoonncceerrtt  
 

Date: Saturday, 27 February 2010  

Time: 20:00 - 22:00  

Location: The Helix ï O'Mahony Hall  
 

Proceeds in aid of 
Irish Cancer Society 

& 

Meningitis Research Foundation 
 

TICKETS ú20 ON SALE NOW  

http://www.ticketmaster.ie/Lucan-Gospel-

Singers-tickets/artist/1024123 

or Lucan Gospel Singers 087 0747441 

or email info@lucangospel.com. 

 

 

Irish Youth Choir 
Auditions 2010 

The Irish Youth Choir and National Youth 

Orchestra of Ireland will join forces for 

the first time in a powerful and exciting 

collaboration to rehears and perform three 

concerts.  
 

Brahms Requiem, Barber Prayers of 

Kierkegaard and Ives Unanswered 

Question with IYC Artistic Director Greg 

Beardsell and Irish soloists Cara 

OôSullivan and Owen Gilhooly. 

 

Residential Course & Concerts: 

Friday 25
th

 June ï Sunday 4
th

 July 2010. 

For further information and to download 

an audition application form, visit 
www.iyc.ie email: iyc@cnc.ie  

or call 061 234823 

Nationwide Auditions:  

22
nd

 February ï 14
th

 March 

 

http://www.mariekeating.ie/
http://www.ticketmaster.ie/Lucan-Gospel-Singers-tickets/artist/1024123
http://www.ticketmaster.ie/Lucan-Gospel-Singers-tickets/artist/1024123
mailto:info@lucangospel.com
http://www.iyc.ie/
mailto:iyc@cnc.ie


Lucan Flower and Garden Club 
Date for your diary:  

Now that the daffodils are bravely putting 

their heads above ground it is time to start 

thinking about the garden again.  To 

motivate us all Tony Boston (RHSI) will 
give an illustrated talk to the club on Monday 22nd 

February entitled ñHow to get the best from your 

garden this yearò.  Tony is on the lecture list of the 

RHSI. 

All are welcome. 

Colette Grant 

 
Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
Liffey Sound 96.4fm are pleased to 

announce the 4th Annual Short Story 

competition for students from 10 years 

to 16 years run by our Bookline 
programme presented by Teresa Quinn 

on Liffey Sound 96.4FM on Sunday 

mornings at 11.00am, sponsored by 

ABTREE Book & Stationary Shop, Superquinn 

Shopping Centre, Lucan. 
   

Entry forms are available in all schools, at Abtree 

Book Shop and from Liffey Sound 96.4fm Studios 

at Ballyowen Castle Community Centre, Lucan. 

Entry forms may also be downloaded from  

www.liffeysoundfm.ie.  Closing Date 22nd 

February.  Entries can be in Irish or English.  For 
further information email info@liffeysoundfm.ie. 

All winning entries will be broadcast on Bookline. 
 

Doc-on-One this Sunday at 8pm on Liffey Sound 

96.4pm is If you know your history, a radio 

documentary on Celtic Football Club broadcast 

courtesy of RTE Radio. 
 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm bringing the best in radio to 

Lucan. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucan Active Retirement Assoc. 
Our five-day Spring Trip 

The Ardilaun 4 star Hotel and Leisure club in 

Galway City. 

Sunday 21
st
 March to Friday 26

th
 March, this 

includes a half day scenic coach trip out, plus 
entertainment each evening. 
 

The cost is ú315 pp sharing. For those requiring a 

single room, there is and extra ú10 per night for 

single supplement. Members are very welcome to 

bring along a friend, if they so wish. 
 

Final deposits of ú50 per person for this trip will be 

collected by Joyce this coming Thursday 25th 

February. 

Sheila.  

 
 

I.C.A. 
Mon 22nd Feb: Dancing Class 

7.30pm 
 

Tues 23rd Feb: Craft Class 10am ï 

12.30pm 

Tues 23rd Feb: 7.30pm ï Federation Meeting in 

Liberty Hall. 
 

Wed 24th Feb: Jewellery Class with Maura Norton. 

Come and learn to make your own beaded 
necklace! 
 

Fri 26th Feb: Senior Citizens Social 11am. 

Hostesses: Claire McBrearty and Maura Norton. 
 

Congratulations to Pauline Bligh who became a 

Granny again last week, and a big welcome to baby 

Tara Kate.  

 

 

Lucan Drama.... 
Change of Playé Take Note! 
Unfortunately the Performing Rights 

for 'DA' by Hugh Leonard are not 

available to Lucan Drama  for the next two years. 

The rights have been bought over  by  a 

professional  company!! However the group 

immediately got together and after much 
discussion,deliberation and debate we have decided 

to choose another play for production on  Tuesday, 

Wednesday Thursday and Friday 13th. 14th. 

15th.16th. April in the Spa Hotel. 

Readings will take place  in Spa Hotel Tuesday 

23rd February at 8pm. All are welcome.  
 

Looking forward to the Lucan Gospel Singers 

concert in the new venue in DCU on Saturday 29th 

February. 
 

Hope to see everyone on Tuesday night in the Spa 

Hotel. 

for 

Haiti 
in Lucan Golf Club  

on Friday 26
th

 February  

at 8.30p.m. 

Team of four - ú40 
 

Proceeds in aid of Trócaire 
 

All are welcome 

 

http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/
mailto:studio@liffeysoundfm.ie
http://www.rte.ie/radio1/doconone/celtic.html


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 
 

 

Bethany Bereavement Support 

Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  We meet at 

the Parish Centre on the Second Monday of each 

Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also Fourth Thursday 

of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 

Sr. Geraldine  6217158. Parish Centre 6217041. 
 

Welcome Group 

The next roster for March, April and May are now 
ready for collection in the Sacristy. Please call in 

and collect yours.  We will post out the rosters to 

our new members. 
 

Ministers of the Eucharist 

Please collect your Spring and 

Lenten Rotas. 
 

Ministers of the Word 

The roster for Ministers of the Word 

for March, April and May 2010 has been circulated 

to those on e-mail and is now available for 

collection in the sacristy for those who receive it by 
this means.   
 

Justice and Peace 

Dear Friends of the People of Haiti in the Lucan 

Justice and Peace Group, 
 

On behalf of Our Little Brothers and Sisters, and 

especially on behalf of the children, may I take this 

opportunity to thank you most sincerely for your 

very generous donation of ú18,000 received into 

our account on 29th Jan.  I have to say we are 

overwhelmed by everyoneôs support, generosity 
and response to the earthquake disaster.  Such a 

response to the earthquake and continuing struggle 

of the people of Haiti has brought a glimmer of 

hope as the people begin now, some weeks later, to 

grasp the enormity of their loss.  Fr. Rick Frechette 

who has worked with the organization in Haiti 

since 1987 said in a recent email, ñIt is bittersweet 

to walk through our hospital and see so may 

children that are missing a limb with a big smile.ò 

One of the Irish workers, Gena Heraty, is already 

busy developing a team for thee rehabilitation of 

the many adults and children who have lost arms 
and legs. 
 

Again, thank you for opening your hearts to the 

people o Haiti. 

Maria Urquhart, OLBS representative.   

 

St Maryôs Prayer Group 

We meet every Wednesday night in Room 3 in the 

Parish Centre.  All are welcome to join us in 

prayer.  Rosary 7.45 sharp- meeting  8 to  9.15pm 
 

Christian Meditation  

ñLearning to meditate is learning to become a 
really harmonious person.  There is nothing life-

denying or self rejecting about meditation.  It is 

simply the way to get every aspect of our life into a 

harmonious relationship with every other aspect.ò 

From ñThe Heart of Creationò  by John Main 

O.S.B.  

Every Tues. at  8pm in the óNunsô Chapel. All 

welcome.  

Sr. Geraldine, 6217158.   

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
St. Maryôs Conference will be recommencing the 

monthly collection this weekend and your 

continued generosity is very mush appreciated.   

Lucy Patterson ï President. 
 

 

 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 

3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am. 
 

Haiti  

Huge thanks to all who contributed to the recent 
special appeal for aid in Haiti, the sum of ú4040 

was raised. Also thanks to all who contributed to 

Paul O'Sullivan's collection for house building in 

Haiti ï his collection amounted to ú1179.53 
 

Lent 

There will be Mass at 9.15am & 7pm every 

weekday throughout Lent. 
 

Trocaire Boxes 

Are available at the back of the Church. 
 

Baptism  
Parents who wish to have their child 

Baptised, are invited to attend a 

meeting beforehand.  The next 

meeting will take place in the Church on Wed. 24th 

Feb. at 7.30pm.   
 

Confirmation  

The next preparation Mass for the Confirmation 

programme will be on Sun. 21
st
 Feb at 12 noon.  

All candidates are asked to participate. 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/


St.Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  

www.stpatrickslucan.ie 
 

Lent 

There will be an evening Mass at 7.30pm during 

Lent except on the following dates to facilitate the 

schools when the Church will be in use: Thurs. 25th 

Feb. Wed.,3rd Mar. Wed. 24th Mar and Holy Thurs. 

30th Mar. Lenten Service of Reconciliation. 
 

Preparation for Holy Week 

Fr. Michael Drumm will offer two evenings on 
Preparing for Holy Week availing of the Gospel of 

Luke.  Michael is the former director of studies at 

Mater Dei Institute of Education and is currently 

establishing a support system for catholic schools 

throughout Ireland.  We are blessed to have his 

presence in the parish as a chaplain.  These talks 

will take place after 7.30pm evening Mass on Tues. 

2nd and 9th March. 
 

Haiti  

Thank you for your extraordinary generosity to the 

Haiti Collection which amounted to ú10,765. 
 

Minister of the Eucharist 

Anyone wishing to be a Minister of the Eucharist, 

please leave your name and number in the Sacristy 

or with Anne in the parish office. 

 Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15pm 
 

The Legion of Mary  
Meet every Friday 7.30 to 9 p.m. in the Pastoral 

Centre. 
 

Do This in Memory 

ñDo This In Memoryò masses will be on the 

following Sundays at the 10.30 a.m. Mass; 

× 7th March  

× 1st April  

× 18th April  

× 6th June. 
 

 

World Day of Prayer ï International and 

Interdenominational ï 5
th
 March in St. 

Andrewôs Church, at 8.30pm. 

We in Lucan join with Christians from different 

traditions around the globe in a shared liturgy. This 

year the liturgy has been prepared by the women of 

Cameroon and the theme is óLet everything that 

has breath praise Godô. All are very welcome to 

this service.  

 

 

 

Pilgrimages 
 

Medjugorje 2010 
Details: 27th April to 7th May (11days).  

Spiritual Director.: Fr. Tom Gilroy.   
Fare ú499.  

Call Pat or Phil: 6281436/087 2238911 
 

Italian Pilgrimage to San Giovanni  
& Sorrento 
3 nights  F/B in San Giovanni & 4 nights H/B in 

Sorrento.  Price fully inclusive ú949.  Depart 23rd 

June 2010 for 7 nights. Spiritual Director: Fr. C. 

Cunningham S.D.B. Contact Sheila on 043-

6687512.    
 

Medjugorje  
7 Nights ï Depart 14th Aug. 2010 - ú669. Contact 

Sheila on  043-6687512.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucan Parish 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
Accompanied by: Fr. Tom Kennedy 

 

Dates: Tues 14th - Wed.22nd Sept. 2010 

Daily sightseeing programme 

Highlights include: 

**Jerusalem**Bethlehem**Cana**  

Dead Sea** Nazareth** 

Sea of Galilee 
 

Cost: ú1,095 per person sharing- half board 
This tour includes: 

ü Return flights to Dublin- Tel Aviv via 
Frankfurt 

ü Accommodation for 8 nights in 4 star hotels 
ü Dinner, bed and breakfast basis  
ü Daily programme 
ü Services of an English speaking guide during 

the tour 
ü Entrance fees 

 
       Extras: 
ü Insurance ú38 per person. 65 years + double 

premium 
ü Taxes: ú195 approx.(subject to confirmation 

on final invoice) 
ü Single room supplement: ú395 for the 

duration of stay  (limited availability) 
ü Gratuities for guide, driver and hotel staff:  

ú35 per  person. approx.  
 

For further info. contact:  

Deirdre Dowling ï Parish Secretary 

Tel: 01 6217041 

ORLAGH RETREAT CENTRE       Scripture Day - Sunday, 7th March 2010 (10am-5pm) 
The Word Became Flesh and Died Amongst Us ï Holy Week in the Gospel of John. 

This day in Orlagh will be led by Sean Goan, and will include Mass.  Cost ú55 (including lunch) 

To book for this event contact Fr. John Byrne OSA, Orlagh Retreat Centre, Old Court Road, Dublin 16. 

Tel (01) 495 8190; E-mail: info@orlagh.ie 

 

 

http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
mailto:info@orlagh.ie


Still a lot of 

dissatisfaction with the 

Bin Collection Service 
from South Dublin 

Council this week!  

One of the biggest 
complaints is that people 

can't get through to them 

on the phone. Maybe 

everybody should contact 

their local Council representatives, and register 

their complaint. They tell us they're doing their best 

to have things sorted. It's really a very unacceptable 

situation at this stage. 
 

Cllr. Caitriona Jones  

Mobile: 087 2034427. 

Email: cjones@sdublincoco.ie 
 

Cllr. Derek Keating   

Tel. 087-2857435. Email: info@derekkeating.net 
 

Cllr. William Lavelle  

087 410 7885. wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie 
 

Cllr. Guss OôConnell  

087 6838254. goc2@eircom.net  
 

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy 
Tel:6109313; Mobile: 0863863173.  
Email: etuffy@sdublincoco.ie  

 

Plastic Bags: One very good thing that has 

happened in recent years is the introduction of 

plastic bag tax! Anyone walking through Lucan 

Demesne these days, before the 'greening' of the 

trees, will notice the old plastic bags entangled in 

the trees and shrubbery all along the river ï God 

knows how long they have been there. At least they 

won't be added to at previous rates.  

 
The Christmas Tree:  We're in to 

Lent now, but we still have the 

Christmas Tree with lights, standing 

in the middle of the Village Green. 

Maybe the lights could be turned on for the Parade! 

 

Irish Wheelchair Association celebrate 50 

Years! We send greetings to the group who, have a 

vibrant network of 20,000 members, and over 

2,000 staff plus volunteers throughout the 

country. Lucan celebrations took place in their 
center at Broadmeadows, on the Newcastle Road, 

on Thursday last, when a 60s themed Coffee 

Morning took place.   

 

Our Heritage Plan is gathering momentum as a 

draft was presented at the Development and 

Planning Special Policy Committee Meeting during 

the past week. It was very well received and now 

goes forward to the Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, and 

Libraries SPC next Monday evening. More anoné. 

British Pathe News 
Remember how long ago, when you went to the 

pictures, Pathe News would show films of events 

from all around the world! 
 

Well, radio listener, Eddy Byrne from Hillcrest 

picked up a little nugget of information from Tom 
Dunnes Radio show on Newstalk during the week, 

and sent it our way. 
 

By following the link below, you will find all sorts 

of treasures. 
http:// www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=18209  
 

I found 3 pieces of Lucan film on the site: 

1) Dublin Camera Club on a visit to Lucan 

Demesne back in 1921 ï all around the 

weir area. 
2) The Lucan Pony Show in 1923 ï not 

sure, but it may well be in the grounds of 

Lucan House or up Primrose Lane. 

3) Irish Ladies Close Championship at 

Hermitage 1921. 
 

The quality on all of the above is superb, 

and wait till you see the fashions of the 

day! 
 

There are lots of links on the site, leading to items 

such as the Congo years, the Eucharistic Congress, 

several Croke Park games and other functions, 

Dublin in the 1960s ï and lots, lots more.  

 

Big thank you to Eddy for bringing the site to our 

attention. It's great when we have our readers 

working for us in all these diverse fields! 

m.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling allé 
 

Artists  
 

Crafters  
 

Potters  
 

Wood Turners  
 

Photographers  
 

Archbishop Ryan Senior N.S. 
is hosting an 

Art Exhibition 
Friday 23

rd
, Saturday 24

th
  

and Sunday 25
th

 April 2010 
 

For further details contact: 

The School 01-4670689 

Brid Connolly 087-9213520 

Miriam Carmody 086-0573820 

mailto:cjones@sdublincoco.ie
mailto:info@derekkeating.net
mailto:wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie
mailto:goc2@eircom.net
mailto:etuffy@sdublincoco.ie
http://www.britishpathe.com/record.php?id=18209


Acknowledgement  
 

The family of the late Margareth (Peg) Dignam, 

Westmanstown, wish to thank all those who 

sympathised with them on their recent loss. 

All those who attended the Prayer Service at 

Marymount, attended the Mass and burial. All 

those who sent Mass cards and floral tributes. 

Special thanks to Hugh and Maureen McNulty and 

all the staff of Marymount Care Centre, the 

neighbours and friends of Westmanstown.  
Please accept this acknowledgement as a token of 

our appreciation. 

× Monthôs Mind Mass on Saturday 20
th

 

February at 6.30 pm in St. Maryôs 

Church, Lucan.  

 

Birthday Remembrance  
Margaret Callaghan, late of 101 Sarsfield Park. 

First birthday away. 

Sadly missed, 

Never forgotten from her loving husband Noel, son 

Frankie, Jenny and family. 

 

Anniversaries  
 

Brendan Curtis - 13
th

 Anniversary 

In loving memory of Brendan, late of Hillcrest 

Heights, whose anniversary occurs on 19th 

February. R.I.P. Mass offered. 

The golden gates stood open 

God saw you needed rest 

His garden must be beautiful 

He only takes the best. 

Very sadly missed by his wife Patricia, Alan, 

Carol, Grace and Neville. Leonard, Jane (England), 

grandchildren, Charlie, Katie and Sean. 
 

McGrath (Julia) ï 11
th

 Anniversary 

It doesnôt take a special day 

To bring you back to mind 

A day without a thought of you,  

Is very hard to find. 

Tend her Lord in your garden of rest 

For while on earth she was the best. 

Sadly missed by your loving family. 

 

Kevin Whelan ï 4
th

 Anniversary  
(18 February 10). 

Your memory to us is a keepsake, 

With which we will never part. 

Though God has you in His keeping, 

We always have you in our hearts. 

Loved and remembered every day ï  

Liz, Mary, Cathy, Barry and families. 

 

Sr Ena Kelleher, PBVM,  
1, Hobourne Hill, 
Borrowdale, 
Zimbabwe, 
Africa. 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

It is with great joy we received the news through Sr 

Regina Campbell of your very generous donation 

of ú2000 to our mission. Zimbabwe continues to 
ólimp alongô and we are aware that it no longer hits 

the headlines but the people continue to struggle to 

find school fees, pay medical bills, buy food, pay 

rent etc, to cater for basic needs. To date a civil 

servant is paid $150 US dollars per month. 

Families are large and sending five or six children 

to school is an impossible task. Many of the 

families we deal with are óchild headedô 

households where one or both parents are dead due 

to HIV / AIDS. Your donation will help these 

children to at least get an education which is not 
only the key to the future, but is their future. Our 

donors are remembered daily in our prayers and the 

recipients of your generosity certainly thank God 

for you. 

 

Sr. Ena Kelleher and the Presentation Sisters. 

 

 

Transport Users 
I have just heard that Metro will cost us nothing; a 

consortium will build it under a public private 

partnership. This is the excuse 
given for the massive over 

spend on the proposed Metro 

plan by also ten billion euros 

when everything is taken into account. If it costs us 

nothing itôs all right to waste. This amount of 

funded if used correctly would create and save 

many thousands of jobs. There is no such thing as a 

free lunch. We were caught out with the M50 toll 

bridge over the Liffey that would have cost 38 

million and the EU could pay half. Officialdom 

opted for the so-called free lunch that eventually 
cost almost two thousand million and still costing. 

Are we about to be fooled again, this time the 

stakes are too high to gamble with our childrenôs 

future? The second option at one tenth the cost of 

transport 21 should be looked at before itôs too late. 

There are also too many flaws in the Metro plan. 

T. Newton 086-3127364.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñIf the future seems overwhelming, 

remember that it comes one moment at a 

timeò. 

Beth Mende Conny. 



 
 
 

Councillor Guss OôConnell  

(Independent Community) 

087 6838254. goc2@eircom.net  

Bin Collections  Still causing headaches as 

teething problems persist. I have tried to get back 

to all those who contacted me and I apologise if I 

missed anyone.  The Council serves over 80,000 

homes and the majority lifts are going smoothly but 

some fail to be collected due to bin not registered, 

or not having credit, or a faulty bin chip or 

inaccurate information in the truck. ñTo err is 

human, for a disaster, get a computerò!  Council 
staff have worked over the last two week-ends to 

clear backlogs and I would ask that we all be a 

little bit patient over the next few weeks until they 

can fully settle-in the system.  Phones can be 

clogged, so Iôd -recommend email or www.sdcc.ie 

or phone me 6268554 with this or any issue and Iôll 

pass on your details and follow up with you. 
 

Cllr. William Lavelle - Fine Gael 
16 Lána na bPáirce, Ballyowen Lane 
087 410 7885. wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie 
Esker Cemetery: Would you be interested in 

assisting in the future maintenance and 

improvement of Esker Cemetery??? Then please 

come along to a meeting on this matter, this 

Wednesday 24th February at 8pm in Muintir na 

Tire Hall. 

Lucan Community College: The Dept. of 

Education has finally approved appointment of a 

design team for the much-needed extension. I will 
continue to press the Minister to progress this 

project to planning and construction without further 

delay 

Jobs Plan: In conjunction with Young Fine Gael, I 

will be hosting a public meeting on Fine Gaelôs 

Jobs Plan with special guest speaker and party 

finance spokesman Richard Bruton TD, on 

Monday 8th March at 8pm in Lucan Community 

College. 

Ballyowen Lane: Resurfacing works & road 

repairs which I had requested to commence this 

week.  
 

Cllr. Eamon Tuffy- Labour Party  
22 Liffey Wood, Lucan. Tel:6109313; Mobile:  

0863863173. Email: etuffy@sdublincoco.ie  
Jobs: As Chairman of the County Development 

Board, I have kept the issue on the Agenda of the 

Board for over two years. One of the responses to 

increasing job losses that arose from this was the 

Intellectual Enterprise Zones Initiative, started by 

the Council, in collaboration with ITT, FAS and 

the Department of Social and Family Affairs. The 

Manager informed me Wednesday that of the 120 

IEZ participants who have registered in the 

initiative, (which provides access to space and 

other services to job seekers exploring 

opportunities including self employment) 30 are 

from Lucan.  

Replacement windows in Council Housing 

Units: A Labour proposed amendment to the 

Councilôs 2010 Budget provided an extra ú1.2 

million for repairs to our tenantôs houses. The 

homes of 15 council tenants in Lucan are on the list 

for new windows (of 500 in the County). 3 of these 

are listed as highest priority, and work has started, 

or will start very soon, on them. 

 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald ï Fine Gael 

Senate Leader. Office: 01-457 7712 / 618 3771. Mob: 

087-2579026. Email: frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie  

Childrenôs Rights:  I was delighted to be a 

member of the Oireachtas Committee which has 

produced a plan to amend the Constitution to 

recognise and protect the rights of children. Over 

the last year we have seen the appalling situation 

whereby children were not listened to and their 

concerns not taken seriously. I will continue to 

champion child protection and services for children 

in Lucan and beyond.  
Bin Problems? The new payment system for bin 

collections is now meant to be fully operational! 

However, I have been contacted by numerous 

residents who are experiencing problems with bin 

collections. I have requested that the Council use 

discretion for the first few weeks of the 

implementation of the new system until all these 

problems are addressed. If your service was 

affected this week please do let me know. 

 

Paul Gogarty TD ï Green Party 
Tel: 087-2752489. E-mail: info@paulgogarty.com 

Schools Progress:  I welcome the progress on a 

number of school building projects in Lucan. Six 

schools are to appoint design teams this year. The 

announcement follows up on additional teaching 

posts in two Lucan schools as part of the reversal 

of earlier teaching cuts which I secured during the 
negotiations for the renewed Programme for 

Government last October. There are also enrolment 

issues. Other schools still need to be sorted so my 

work will continue. But clearly Lucan is doing 

comparatively well. More positive announcements 

expected in a few weeks, all of which reflects the 

commitment made by the Green Party to ensuring 

that educational investment is protected during the 

current economic downturn.  

Bins: I continue to work with residents to help sort 

out teething problems with the new bin chip 
system. Contact my office if assistance needed. 
 

Political Notes Continued after 'Sport'  
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                       CHOOL    

                NEWS  

 

 

 

Archbishop Ryan Senior N.S. 
While those at second level have enjoyed the week 

off the labourers in Archbishop Ryan SNS have 

been harvesting in the fertile fields of Balgaddy. 
The pink and red day of February 12th was indeed 

a success with one particular pupil from Mr. 

Carney's class wearing such a flamboyant outfit 

that had Mr. Flesk seeking out the name of his 

tailor. Mr Flesk has had we believe a road to 

Damascus type 

conversion and is on 

the point of dispensing 

with his geansaÃ for 

something more 

upmarket. 
 

The aforementioned and youthful Mr. Carney had a 

busy week. His haircut has had the considerable 

effect of making him look even younger and he 

would look out of place in the Confirmation class 

and more at home in a Holy Communion 

photograph. His class are taking part in the Konex 

Engineering Project and were visited by John 

Dolan from the Department of Education and 

Science who was on the original design team when 

the school was built. John retreated back to 

Tullamore having fielded questions he didn't 
know the answers to....some admission for 

an Offaly man. 

 

Not so flabbergasted are Ms. Gowing, Mr. 

Lynch and Ms. Hyland who visited the L.E 

Eithne on Friday last as part of 

Engineering week. The crew were 

welcoming and informative while Ms. 

Gowing had to be dragged off the ship for reasons 

that are unclear at the moment! More shipping 

news as Mr Mc Donagh is due to lead an 
expedition to City West to the Titanic Exhibition 

on Thursday week. We just hope he brings 

sufficient supplies of Bovril. 

 

Finally. Details of our Art 

Exhibition appear elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. Budding artists, 

photographers, word turners, 

potters are all invited to submit 

their works.  

 
We look forward to your support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lucan Community College 
Congratulations to 3rd year students Michael 

Burns, Evin Mooney, Seán Laffan, Ian 

McDonagh, Christopher Flynn and Glen White 
from L.C.C who dyed their hair purple on Friday 

February 12th in aid of Today FMôs Shave or Dye 

fundraiser for Cancer Research.  

Congrats also to Stephen Fay, who had his head 

shaved on the day for the same cause.  

The lads have raised over ú1,000 and still 

counting! Well done lads! 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Did you know.....  
Windmills always turn counter-clockwise. Except 

for the windmills in Ireland!  

(Weôll have to find out why!) 

Empty your Attic  

& Beat the Recession!!!  
 

Car Boot Sale 
 

This Saturday 20th February 
St. Thomas' School Grounds 

Newcastle Road (opposite Superquinn) 

10am ï 4pm 
 

Only ú10 per car 

Up to 200 spaces available 
 

Tea / Coffee / Soup - ú1 per cup 
 

For more details, please contact: 

01-6282691 ï St. Thomas' School 

             School Reunion 
    St. Mary's GNS Class of '79 
                               & 

St. Joseph's College Class of '84 
 

Kennys Back Lounge  
8pm, 26

th
 March 2010 

 

All Welcome! 

 

For further information contact: 

Tracie Malone 087-9701136 

or Sharon Speight 085-7150371 
 


