
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Established 1967 
Sunday 13

th
 December 2009                              www.lucannewsletter.ie                                   Sub. 50c 

 
 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Annual Appeal 
 

Christmas Music, Christmas Decorations, Bright lights. Radio and Television 

Advertisements leave us in no doubt that the frenzy of Christmas is here making us all feel 

that we should be spending, spending so that we can make Christmas wonderful. It seems 

many of us have forgotten that Christmas is the Celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ.  

 

The everyday pressures felt by people who have lost their jobs, are on Social Welfare, or lone 

Parent Allowance are multiplied at Christmas time. The St. Vincent de Paul makes its annual 

appeal at this time every year, when the greatest demands are put on its resources, to make 

sure we have sufficient funds to help those in need. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul aim to help people in need, not only with financial help, but to give them 

support and encouragement and point them in the direction of seeking help for themselves. 

This year we visited one family where the husband had lost his job, his wife had a new baby 

and was having difficulty coping. We helped with their utility bills and disconnection was 

avoided. We also put them in touch with MABS who advised them on how to manage their 

changed financial circumstances. 

 

Throughout the year we provide assistance on a regular basis to people on low incomes, lone 

parent families and those who find themselves in financial difficulties. This help enables 

them to get back on their feet again. In addition we offer advice about Social Welfare and 

other entitlements. 

 

St. Mary's Conference of St. Vincent de Paul thank most sincerely the people of Lucan for 

their extremely generous contributions to our monthly and yearly appeals and pray your 

generosity will continue in 2010. 

 

We wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas. 

 

 

Bernadette, Member of St. Vincent de Paul. 
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Pieta House  
Annual Carol Service  
will be held at Lucan St Maryôs Parish Church at 

7.30pm Thursday 17th December 2009 

Refreshments will be served following the service 

in the Parish Centre. 

 

Christmas Cards Now On Sale! 
Drop into Pieta House anytime to pick up your  

set of original cards, designed especially for us  

by Anne McCloskey. 

One pack costs ú6, two packs for ú10, three packs 

for ú15 etc.  

Also on sale in St. Mary's Parish Centre, local 

shops and pharmacies. 

All proceeds go directly to Pieta House.  

(Pieta House is on the Lucan Road.) 

 

Dodsboro Residents 
Hereôs wishing you all a Happy and Holy 

Christmas. 

Pantomime is on Wednesday 16th. 

Raffle will be in the Ball Alley at 9.30 on the 18th. 

Get well soon to all who are sick at home or in 

hospital. 

Raffle tickets still on sale. A big thank you to all 
who bought or sold them. 

Paddy Clerkin. 

 

Sarsfield Park & District  
Residents Association 
Santa will visit the children on Tuesday 22nd 

December, starting at 7pm. Grandparents who want 

Santa to visit grand children who do not live in the 

park, can wrap presents and leave them in 108 or 

10A. 

Results of Christmas Raffle: 1st no. 98, 2nd no 64, 

3rd no108, 4th no 102, 5th no 59, 6th no 36, 7th no 46, 
8th no 15, 9th no 73, 10th no 7.  

Deepest Sympathy tot he Farmer Family on their 

recent bereavement.  

Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year to all.  

Helen, PRO.  

 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community Centre 

Tel ï 6217930. Email - 

lucancic@citinfo.ie 
www.citizensinformation.ie 
  

Open Mon - Fri 10am to 4pm, closed for lunch 1 - 

2 pm 
Legal advice every Thursday, please make an 

appointment in advance 
 

The Centre will be closed for training  on 

Tuesday 15th and Friday 18th December next. 

Carol Singing for Simon  
Our Annual Carol Singing around the estates will 

take place on Monday 14th and Wednesday 16th 

December.  

Singers and Musicians of all standards required 

Lyrics Sheets provided 

Covered by Garda Permit 

Accompanied children welcome. 

Please come along and bring your friends to make 

a huge Christmas Chorus! 

Meet at 6.45pm at lay-by in front of St. Josephôs 

Girls Secondary School. 
Contact Eoin at 086-0661184 / 6240110. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Special Christmas Present 
Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind relies almost 
exclusively on voluntary activity and donations for 

the bulk of its income. Today, 

15% of its annual income comes 

from statutory agencies with the 

remainder from fundraising 

activities and donation. 

Currently, there are 171 working 

guide dogs in Ireland.  
 

In 2008, work commenced on the ú4,5 million 

redevelopment of the Headquarters in Model Farm 

Road and Training Centre aimed at increasing the 
organisationôs capacity to provide services to an 

increased number of clients. All their services are 

provided free of charge and they rely heavily on 

volunteers to support them through fund raising, 

the raising of dogs, and in many other ways.  
 

Footballing Legend, Eoin Hand is giving them a 

'Hand' with a new CD, recently launched by 

another legend, Jimmy Magee!  

 

ñAfter the Ballò 
 is available 

(the recommended 

donation is ú15) 
from 

http://www.guidedogs.ie 

or lo-call 1850 506 300.  

Are you an Artist, Art Tutor or 

involved in Art?  
 

Would you be able to volunteer some  

time to a person with disabilities who  

is interested in Art? 
 

If so please call me on 087-2220386 

mailto:lucancic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
http://www.guidedogs.ie/


Next week's Newsletteré. 
Sunday 20

th
 December 2009 - will be 

the final issue before Christmas. 

The first issue of 2010, will be for 10
th

 

January. 

Notices for any events taking place 
during the holiday period should be 

with us for next week's Christmas issue.  

 

 

Lucan Drama 
Thanks to all who came to see the 2 one act plays 

in the Spa Hotel on 1st.2nd.and 3rd.December. The 

plays were a great success and we hope you all 

enjoyed the productions. 
 

We had a very busy and successful first season and 

we will start the New Year with another full-length 

play which will be cast in early January. Watch the 
News Letter for further details or visit our website 

ww.lucandrama.com. We can also be contacted on 

0864015794, 6282827or send an e mail to  

mbaf.edgeworth@gmail.com for more information. 
 

A very Happy Christmas and Peaceful 

New Year to The Management and Staff of 

the Spa Hotel, all involved with Lucan 

Newsletter, to all who attend our plays and 

to the many people who support us in 

various ways. 
 

Congratulations to our neighbours Bradan Players 

from Leixlip on winning the Open Section in the 

All Ireland One Act Finals which was held in the 

Back Stage Theatre in Longford last weekend. This 

talented group staged a quirky comedy called 'The 

Quality of Boiled Water' by Jason Milligan and it 

was a well-deserved win. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2010. 

 

 

An Garda Siochana 
Lucan    Tel: 01-6667300 
 

SANTA  is on his way; follow 

his tips for a safe and happy 

Christmas. 
 

S ï Safety first, ensure all 

Christmas tree lights are 

       plugged out when unattended. 

A  ï Attention, burglary rates increase during this 

       time of the year, stay vigilant and maintain 

       high security at all times. 

N  ï Never ever drink and drive. 

T ï Take care when travelling in poor weather 

       conditions, slow down and stay alive. 

A  - And have a Happy Christmas! 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm 
It's official Christmas has come to 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm.  Sunday 

morning broke with Liam & Liz 

talking about Christmas traditions, 

then Mrs G's tempting bites and 
Padraig's favourite song "Christmas 

1915" brought broadcasting to a close, I knew then 

that Christmas had come.  
 

From 2/4pm on Christmas Day Liffey Sound will 

be bringing Greetings to family and friends 

throughout the world, if you would like your loved 

ones mentioned why not email 

info@liffeysoundfm.ie with their details.  Santa's 

Red book is filling up nicely, luckily it is a BIG red 

book with plenty of pages. 
 

Our winter schedule commenced this weekend, full 
details on www.liffeysoundfm.ie.  Great to 

welcome back Jenny Ruiz with "The Planet of 

Sound". Mondays 8/9 is her time and our Youth 

programmes, 6/7pm Sun through to Friday, now 

has the grand new title of Youth-tricity, an 

electrifying listen for Lucan teenagers.  Some new 

programmes and some new times but all is revealed 

together with our Christmas Schedule on 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie. Good luck to Anne & Eire 

as they prepare for their Indian trip, we look 

forward to hearing about the sights and scents of 
India on their return.  
 

Liffey Sound 96.4fm provides radio for all. 

 

 

IRISH RED CROSS LUCAN BRANCH 
Our 59th annual Old Folk Christmas Party was 

held last Saturday in the Spa Hotel and a wonderful 

time was had by all. We would like to thank the 

following sponsors with whose help 

this event could not possible go ahead. 
 

Lucan Lodge Nursing home, Lucan 
Credit Union, Spa Hotel, Kamari 

Electrical, Cunninghams Funeral Directors, TSB, 

Superquinn. We would also like to thank the local 

Pharmacies and Shops also Kenny's & O'Neills for 

their spot prizes towards our raffle, your gifts are 

very much  appreciated. 
 

Many thanks and we would like to wish you all a 

very Happy Christmas & a Prosperous New Year. 

Bernadette Cummins Hon Secretary 086-1597606 

 

 

FOUND 
Sum of Money found on Sunday 6th December, in 

Griffeen Valley Park, close to playground.  

Contact: 8251970 ï evenings. 

 

http://ww.lucandrama.com/
mailto:mbaf.edgeworth@gmail.com
mailto:info@liffeysoundfm.ie
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 
 

ñDo This In Memoryò - Masses 

The Vigil Mass on Saturday 12th at 6.30pm and 

Sunday 13th at 9.45 am Mass. 

 

St. Vincent De Paul ï St. Maryôs Conference 

Our annual appeal takes place this weekend 13th & 

14th December. A big thank you to everyone who 

contributed every month.  

May we wish you all a Peaceful Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Lucy Paterson, 
President. 

Ph. 086-3843206. 

 

Praying in Hope 

As part of our Parish Preparation for Advent we 

will be incorporating Morning Prayer into our 

weekday Masses during Advent. Missals will be 

provided so that you can join in this beautiful 

prayer of the Church. 
 

Church Art Calendars on sale in the Sacristy 
ú1.50. 
 

Welcome Group 

Please collect your Roster and put your name down 

on the sheet in the Sacristy for the Christmas 

Masses. 

 

Justice & Peace Group 

Talent Trek 
The T.T. was launched on Sun. last with the 

distribution of talents/cash to the participating 

schools. The idea is that the cash will provide an 
impetus to the schools' fund-raising projects for 

their chosen charities; all kinds of novel schemes 

were being discussed by the students after the 

launch. The funds for the 'talents' have come from 

bequests made to the Justice and Peace group.  

The schools involved are 

ü Scoil Mhuire Girls' Scool,  

ü Lucan Boys' National School,  

ü Loreto College Swords,  

ü King's Hospital,Palmerstown,  

ü St. Wolstan's, Celbridge, 

ü Lucan Community College,  
ü St. Joseph's, Lucan,  

ü Colaiste Phadraig, Lucan.  

We look forward to hearing how the 'talents' are 

used when the schools report back to us in early 

Lent. (Whatever happens there will no 'weeping  

or gnashing of teeth'!).  

Don't forget to visit the Giving Tree.     

 

The Roster for Ministers of the Word  for 

December 2009 and January and February 2010 is 

now available for collection in the sacristy for 

those who do not receive it by e-mail.  
 

Christian Meditation  

Meditation deferred ótil 1st week in the New Year.  
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing you 

all a truly Happy and grace filled Christmas and 

every blessing in 2010. 

Sr Geraldine Ph. 6217158. 
 

Date for your Diary 

Triduum of Hope 

Fr. Frank Keevans, a Passionist Priest from Mount 

Argus will lead a Triduum of Hope at St. Maryôs 

from 21st to 23rd December. Further details to 

follow. 
 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group are available to listen to or just 

to óbe thereô for anyone who is feeling lonely or 

lost following the death of a loved one.  

We meet at the Parish Centre on the Second 

Monday of each Month 10.30am ï 11.30am, also  

Fourth Thursday of each month, 8pm ï 9pm. 

Sr. Geraldine 6217158.  

Parish Centre 6217041. 

 

St Patrickõs, 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  

www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

St. Patrickôs Junior Choir Call for New 

Members 

St. Patrickôs esker has launched a new junior choir 

(1st to 6th class)  

Currently the choir is participating in the first 
communion programme called ñDo This In 

Memoryò and will sing on the following Sundays 

at the 10.30 a.m. Mass; 

× 13th December 

× 24th January 

× 14th February 

× 7th March  

× 1st April  

× 18th April  

× 6th June. 

This initiative will also provide music theory 
lessons free of charge to all members to associated 

board standard.  

Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights 6.30 to 7.10 

p.m. in St. Patrickôs Church Esker. 
 

Prayer Group  
Meet on every Monday night in the Pastoral Centre 

8.30 to 9.15 
 

The Legion of Mary  
Meet every Friday 7.30 to 9 p.m. in the Pastoral 

Centre. 
 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/


Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2010. 

Following are details of Pilgrimage to Lourdes for 

2010. August 11th ï August 16th. (5 nights) 

Price (All -inclusive). ú699. Hotel Agena. (3 mins 

from Grotto). Full Board. Deposit required to 

secure place ú100. Single Room supplement ú30 
per night. (Joe Walsh Tours. License No. T.O.052).  

Unfortunately, due to Parish commitments, Fr.John 

Hasset, will be unable to accompany us on this 

Pilgrimage, so Fr. Tom Early has once again 

agreed to be Pilgrimage Spiritual Director. 

For any further information, please contact;  

Phone No. 6240510 

Oliver and Breeda Meyler. 

 
Parish of D ivine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am 
 

Baptism 

Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand. 
The next meeting will take place in the Church on 

Wednesday 13th January at 7.30pm.  

We welcome the following new members into the 

Christian Community: 

Josh Harpur  
Lucas Haug hton  
Seán McDonald  
Rihanna Moran  
Oluwapemisire  
Ohiozoba  
Harry Pierce  
Oisín Ryan.  
Please remember them and their families in 

your prayers.  
 

Do This in Memory 

The next Mass in Preparation for First Holy 
Communion 2010 is on Sunday 13

th
 December at 

10.30am. All children and their parents are invited 

to attend. 
 

Annual Appeal 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will hold their 

Annual Appeal this weekend 12th / 13th December. 

Now more than ever their help is required by 

greater numbers of families. Please give generously 

as you can.  
 

A Carol Service in aid of Pieta House will be held 
in St. Maryôs, Lucan on Thursday 17th at 7.30pm . 

 

Carol Service 

A Christmas Carol Service will take place her ein 

the Church on Wednesday 16th December at 7pm. 

Please come along and share this spiritual 

preparation for Christmas.  
 

Parish Calendars 
We are seeking volunteers to distribute Parish 

Calendars. If you can assist please mark off on the 

list at the back of the Church which areas / roaeds 

you can cover.  
 

Penance Service 

Diving Mercy Thursday 17th at 8pm. 

St. Patrickôs Tuesday 22nd at 8pm. 

St. Maryôs Wednesday 23rd at 8pm.  
 

Advent Candles 

For use in the home are available 
from the Parish Office.  

Cost ú8 (per set of 6).  
 

Sick & Homebound 

Ministers of the Eucharist would be happy to bring 

Holy Communion to the sick and homebound. 

Contact Fr. Donal or Parish Sisters. 
 

Clondalkin Lions Club  

Are seeking new members. 

Details: Jim McHale at 01-4592045.  

 

 

Preparing For Christmas in Orlagh 
Saturday, December 12th 

The monthly day for yourself from 10 am to 4.30 

pm (with the opportunity of Mass at 4.30) will be 

led by Dr. Bernadette Toal and Fr. John Byrne on 

the theme Finding Direction in Life.  In the midst 

of all the fuss of Christmas preparations and the 

bad news coming from all directions it 

will provide a prayerful and reflective time for 

participants to focus on the priorities in their lives 

now.  Cost ú50, including a full lunch. 

Sunday, December 13th 

Fr. Kieran O'Mahony will lead a Scripture Day 

with a Christmas theme.  He will examine the first 

two chapters of St. Luke's Gospel under the 

heading To You is Born this Day:  

Our Rebirth in Luke cc 1 and 2.  Cost ú55 

(including a full lunch). 

To book for either of these events contact Fr. John 

Byrne OSA, Orlagh Retreat Centre, Old Court 

Road, Dublin 16.  Tel. (01) 495 8193.  Email: 

info@orlagh.ie 

 

Aifreann na Gine 

Oíche Nollag. Ceiliúrfar Aifreann na Gine as 

Gaeilge in Séipéal Choláiste haisleán Cnucha ar 

Oíche Nollag ag 7.30 pm. 

 

 

http://www.lucansouthparish.net/
mailto:info@orlagh.ie


Christmas Greetings  

and a Brighter New Year  
To all my large family ï 5 sons, 4 daughters, 39 

grand children, 27 great grand children; all my 

neighbours in Dodsboro cottages; to all the Staff of 

the Medical Centre in Lucan; to all the Doctors and 

Staff of Blanchardstown Hospital, when I was very 

ill; to the Friends of the Elderly, Esker; also to the 

Staff of the Newsletter ïalways good news in it 

T.G. 

From a very thankful mother, Mary  

and Bernard O'Neill, Dodsboro Cottages 
(I was born in Lucan 1924).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Art Talks after Christmas 
 14th Jan: ñHidden Meanings? Flemish 

Primitives.ò 

 21st Jan: ñThe Golden Age of Dutch 

Painting.ò 

 Break 

 4th Feb: ñPaintings for Kings, Spanish 

Painting.ò 

 11th Feb: ñNew Kid on the Block, Gustave 
Courbet.ò 

 Break 

 25th Feb: ñThe Unknown Impressionists.ò 

 4th Mar: ñCezanne, Father of the Isms?ò 

Venue: St. Mary's Parish Centre, Lucan 
 

 

Comment from a Reader:  
One of the most enjoyable and satisfying occasions 

in the Parish Centre was the series of Art Talks 
which has just concluded for this term. The vibrant 

colours of Italian art were a feast for the eyes on 

drab winter evenings, and Tom Hudson's 

presentation was so inspiring. More to look 

forward to in the New Year.  
 

 

May Mullarkeyôs knitted 

crib figures made an 

appearance on the RTEôs 

Afternoon Show this week. 

The topic was knitting clubs 

and the work they do, and up 
pops a picture of May, and 

we were introduced to her 

wonderful figures. God bless the hands that can do 

such great work! 
 

Come fly with meé You may remember a story 

we carried last year about U.S. airman Ed Toner, 

who while flying the new Lockheed Super 

Constellation for Aer Lingus over 50 years ago, 

found the love of his life in Lucan, Marlene from 

Weirview. Sadly Ed passed away this week on 8th 

December. To Marlene, and their six children and 

their families, we extend our deepest sympathy.  

You can read their unusual story on our website at 

www.lucannewsletter.ie under 'Local Interest'. 
 

Local Journalism Student, Tina Brescanu, 

presented her report to a panel of judges, in the 

Crisis Correspondent Voice for Uganda 
Competition on Monday last, and while she didn't 

win, she is very pleased with her effort, and thanks 

everyone who supported her along the way. 
 

Still no sign of the Traffic Lights at the 

Hillcrest/Newcastle Road Junction. The situation is 

impossible there at the moment. Maybe Santa will 

bring them on Christmas Eve! 

Happy 11 th  Birthday  

Leah 
 

Lots of love  

Mam, Dad,  

Lauren & Jamie  

x x x  

Adapted from the original  

script by Denis Harrington 

http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/

