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The God of Little Things 
 

What an amazing woman is Nuala Crean whose son Seb was buried on Tuesday last.  Despite 

the appaling tragedy of her sonôs death, her faith in God shone through with a confidence and 

generosity rarely seen.  When she spoke at the funeral in Holy Rede5emer Church in Bray she 

asked:  

 

 
ñWhat is my God of Little things saying to me about this incomprehensible act?  How do I 
even try to rational ise this one?  We live on Earth in a world of contrasts ï small, hard, 
soft, good, bad, dark and light, but one canôt paint a picture without at least two shades. 
 
ñIt is the dark which gives definition to the light.  Darkness is just the lack of light. 
 
ñOne boy represented the light, the other the darkness, as they both played their parts in 
the unfolding of Godôs divine plan.  And as a result we are faced with a choice: do we 
continue to live in darkness, seeing only fear, anger, bitterness, resentment; blaming, 
bemoaning our loss, always looking backwards, blaming, blaming, blaming, or are we 
ready to transmute this negativity?  
 
ñWe can rise to the challenge with unconditional love, knowing that we were born on to 
this earth to growé. 
 
ñOur hearts are broken but maybe our hearts needed to be broken so that they could 
expand.  
 
ñAnd now we have the attention on our hearts, please bring to mind a happy moment in 
your lives ï the happier the better.  Now let that happy feeling fill your whole heart.     
 
ñThe best way you can honour Sebôs life is to co-create the most enlightened lives you 
can.  The light that shone in Seb shines in you also, in its own special way.  Let it shine 
and be at peace.ò  
 
 

I found Nualaôs words very inspiring and thought we should listen to them again.  May God 

help all who face personal loss and heartbreak in the violence of todayôs world. 

 
Joan OôFlynn 

 

 



 

Lucan Citizens Information Centre 
Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre 

Note New Tel - 01 6217930 
email  - lucancic@citinfo.ie 
www.citizensinformation.ie 
  

Open Mon-Fri 10am to 4pm  
closed for lunch 1 to 2 pm 
Legal advice as usual on Thursday s, please make 

an appointment in advance.  

Closing date for the Back to School clothing and 

footwear allowance is 30th Sept. 2009 

 

 

 

Transport providers for people 

with disabilities. 

Services available: 

Affordable Door-to-door accessible transport for 
our members. 

Self-drive accessible vehicles which can be driven 

by family or friends. 

To avail of our service Call 01-6100475 

(0879146708) or e-mail transport@ldag.ie or visit 

our web site www.ldag.ie 

 

 

Available in St Vincent de Paul 
Shop, Village Court 
St. Maryôs GNS / St Josephôs College School 

Uniforms for sale. 

open Monday ï Saturday 10am ï 5pm 
 

 

Kew Park Residents Association 
 

The Kew Park Estate Residents Association wish to 

send their deepest sympathy to the family of Maura 

Condron, Kew Park, who passed away on 5th 

August. 
The Residents Association also wish to extend their 

sincere sympathy to the family of John Butler, Kew 

Park Avenue, who passed away on 11th August. 

 

 

A festival of radio 
controlled model car racing 
( both electric & IC powered ) 

 Venue;  St Annes Park, Raheny.Dublin ( All Saints 

entrance to park) 
Date; Sunday 30th August 2009 
Time;  10 am to 5pm 
Irish & UK champions taking part 
 Further details from Brendan on 087 2512422  or 

www.orcaireland.ie 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lucan Hedgehogs  
Special Olympics 
Club  
are back on Wednesday 

September 2nd ! 

Every Wednesday from 7.00 ï 8.00 pm in 

Colaiste Phadraig we meet to play basketball. 

We are both a sporting and social club so 

if you have a learning disability or a member 

of your family has a learning disability, 
we welcome new members so come along and 

meet The Hedgehogs and join our Club. 
 

We have also set up a Bocce Club and welcome 

new members.   If you are interested in participating 

in either sport, or want further 

information, come along to Colaiste Phadraig or 

contact us at 086 8738195 

Annette Healy  PRO Lucan Hedgehogs 

 

 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann 
 The new term for lessons begin on Wednesday the 
16th September. Classes will again be held in 

Gaelscoil Naomh Pádraig beginning at 6.10.pm.  
  

We hope to offer classes in fiddle, tin whistle, 

bodhrán, guitar, banjo, mandolin, flute and 

button accordion. Other disciplines will be 

considered depending on demand. Classes are open 

to adults, children and teenagers. 
  

Classes will be of 40 minute duration and most 

classes will cost 8 euro per class. Term 1 is 12 

weeks long with a 1 week break for midterm 

(Halloween). 
  

Registration/enrolment will take place in Gaelscoil 

Naomh Pádraig on Wednesday 9th September at 

7.30pm. 
  

 All fees, including membership fees must be paid 

at enrolment. Membership fees to Comhaltas 

Ceoltóirí Éireann are 20 euro for families, 12 euro 

for an adult and 8 euro for an individual child. 
  

Also I am looking for accomplished musicians to 

participate in music sessions in the Lucan area, 

particularly the upcoming Lucan Festival (27th 
Sept). Please email me at lucan@comhaltas.net with 

"sessions" in the subject line. 

Annual Mass  

             in 
Esker  

Cemetery  

Next Sunday 6
th

 September  

at 3pm 

mailto:lucancic@citinfo.ie
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/
mailto:transport@ldag.ie
http://www.ldag.ie/
http://www.orcaireland.ie/
http://6.10.pm/
mailto:lucan@comhaltas.net


 

Lost 
Ladies Spectacles lost in Superquinn car park on 

Monday morning around 10 oôclock. They were in a 

silver colour case. Please phone  0871256544 / 01 

6283174 
 

 

Liffey Sound fm 
 

Liffey Sound 96.4 fmôs new schedule has a blend of 

new and experienced broadcasters with old 

favourites and new material. We welcome Stephen 

Connaughton & Peter Lacey to the Paper Round, 

Niamh Bagnell to the Sunday Scrapbook, Gail 

Flinter & Tommy Kelly  to Drivetime, John 

Stevens to Wednesdayôs Quiet Storm, while 

Sundayôs Community Spirit will bring a carousel of 

recipes, life challenges, village talk & reflections. 

This is just a flavour of what Liffey Sound 96.4fm 

has to offer more info next week. Liffey Sound 

96.4fm broadcasts throughout Lucan and beyond on 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie.  We are delighted that we 

can bring the news & views, the tales & scéils, the 

music & sounds of Lucan to the greater world. In 

the last few weeks we have listeners in the USA, 

Australia, Mallorca, India, UK, Spanish mainland, 
France just to name a few of the far flung places 

that Liffey Sound 96.4fm has reached, not 

forgetting the four corners of Ireland Donegal to 

Cork, Galway to Meath.  Soon it will be what 

counties or countries have we not had listeners in, 

radio definitely fuels the imagination.  Full details 

of our new schedule on the Liffey Sound 96.4 fm 

website.  
 

Tune in and listen to Liffey Sound the voice of your 

neighbourhood, in fact you might even hear your 

neighbour!  
 

Liffey Sound 96.4 fm broadcasting Monday to 

Friday 5pm/midnight, Saturday & Sunday 

8am/midnight and on the world wide web at 

www.liffeysoundfm.ie. 

 

 
 

 

I.C.A. Notes 
Tuesday 1

st
 Sept.: Crafts 10 ï 12 

Wed. 2
nd

:  
Committee Meeting 7pm: -

Business Meeting 8pm 

Welcome back all members after the long hot sum 

mer. 

 

 

 

Lucan Dramatic Society 
We are back in action again after our summer 

break.  Readings will take place for our One-Act 

plays on 9th September at 8pm in The Spa Hotel.  

All welcome. 

We will also hold Workshops in the near future.  If 

you have an inclination to participate in Drama, 

wither on or off stage, this is your ideal opportunity 

to join. 

Deepest sympathy to the Butler  and OôBrien 

families on their recent bereavements. 

Further enquiries to Sheila (6282827) or Bernie 
(6241398) 

 
Lucan Active Retirement Assoc. 

Just a reminder that the club will be reopening o 

Thursday 3rd September.  New members welcome.  

We meet in St Andrewôs Parish Centre, Lucan 

Village every Thursday morning from 11.30 am to 

1.30 pm.  If you wish to join, just drop in any 
Thursday.  Fran Farrell (Sec.) 

 
Calling on Parents & Grandparents 
Do you remember what it was like when your 

children were little?  Sleepless nights, teething, the 

tantrums of the óterrible twosô, amusing children 

who are into everything, being at the end of your 

tether, with no one around to listen ï who 

understands just what itôs like. 
Could you offer friendly support to a family in a 

situation like this for a few hours a week? 

we are beginning a preparation course for 

volunteers soon.  If you are interested please contact 

the Home-Start Coordinator at 01-6217953 or 087-

1206842 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Josephôs College 
Many thanks to all parents and students who so 

generously donated books to our recent book sale. 

This sale was very successful.  If anyone still has 

school books which the would like to donate, please 

bring them to the College or text 087-7837213 for 

books to be collected. 

 

 

Irish Vaccine Informed Parents 

Phone: Helpline: 016282618 
 

Congratulations 
to 

Marion Freeman &  Brendan 

Nestor on their recent wedding 

Love & best wishes from all the girls! 

http://www.liffeysoungfm.ie/
http://www.liffeysoundfm.ie/


Parish Notes  
 

St Maryõs, Lucan 
www.stmarysparishlucan.ie 
 

 

Farewell Fr Joe! 

This Sunday 30th August the 12.15 Mass will be a 

celebration of Fr Joeôs time with us here in St 

Maryôs.  Refreshments and fun afterwards in the 

Parish Centre.  Do come along and share this time. 
 

Baptismal Font 
Itôs good to have the old baptismal font 

reconstituted at the back of the Church.  Think of 

the thousands of parishioners baptized in it over 

generations and as a Holy Water Font serves as a 

permanent link with them.  Special thanks to C.G. 

and the Monumental Sculptors (across the road) 

who arranged for the marble base to come from 

Italy. 
 

Tax Forms 

Still coming in!  Thanks to all.  those not complete 

can still be left into church or given to one of the 
priests. 
 

Ministers of the Word:  The roster for Ministers of 

the Word for September, October and November 

2009 is now available for collection in the sacristy 

for those who do not receive it by e-mail.   

The roster also contains further information on the 

organisation of the Day of Reflection for the 

Ministers of the Word that will take place in the 

Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords on Saturday 5th 

December, 2009. 
 

Baptism Faith Friends 
 The next meeting will take place on Thursday next, 

September 3rd at 8pm in the Parish Centre.  

Elizabeth 
  

Ministers of the Eucharist 

Please collect your Rota from the Sacristy. 
 

Christian Meditation  

Recommencing in óNuns Chapelô next Tuesday 1st 

September @ 8pm.  All welcome! 

Sr Geraldine 6217158 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theological Studies Group 

The group resumes on Wednesday 2nd September at 

10.30 in the Parish Centre. 

If interested contact either Colette Grant (Secretary) 

6281166 or Ann DôArcy 6281511 

 

Haiti  

A recent article in the Miami Herald highlights the 

plight of disabled children in Haiti, and the growing 

problem of parents abandoning these children at 

hospitals, on the streets and even in the sewers.   

The children are born into a society that stigmatizes 

parents who give birth to imperfectly formed 

children and the poor parents have neither the funds 

nor the know how to care for them.  With an 

estimated 50,000 children being cared for in 

orphanages no one knows how many children with 

disability are abandoned each year.   The State run 
General Hospital in Port au Prince has an 

Abandoned Babies Unit and most of the children 

there are disabled.  In an inadequate and cramped 

little room no bigger than 30 feet x 15 feet, the 

children live in appalling conditions. 
 

Many groups are pressing the government to take 

responsibility for these children and ensure their 

right to an education.   Efforts are also underway to 

educate parents and let them know that these 

children, despite their limitations, can succeed. 
 

Gena Heraty from Co Mayo, working at the 

orphanage of óOur Little Brothers and Sistersô in 

Haiti has been caring for a group of children with 

disability for over seventeen years together with a 

devoted group of Haitian staff, and ably assisted by 

another Irish lady,  Maeve Bracken, from Co Offaly   

Because of the limitation of how many can be cared 

for on a live in basis, she has expanded her work to 

include an outreach programme to treat children on 

a daily basis and educate parents on how to best 

care for their children at home.  The situation in 

Haiti touches her heart deeply and she is determined 
to do everything she can to bring about an 

awareness of the rights of those with disability. 

 

 

Are you free to Help  
on  
Sept,. 10th, 11th, 12th? 
Give a couple of hours to 
AWARE and help raise funds 

for depression support and 

suicide prevention.  You can 

help in your own area.   

DAISY DAYS.  To volunteer 

or for more information call 01 6617211 or Email 

fundraising@aware.ie. 

 

 

Camino de Santiago de Compestela 

June 19
th

 / 26
th
 

Cost ú900 approx. 

Please confirm interest in this Pilgrimage by 
11th September. 

Bernie Martin 087-2240606 

http://www.stmarysparishlucan.ie/
mailto:fundraising@aware.ie


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

St Patrickõs 

Esker/Dodsboro/Adamstown  
www.stpatrickslucan.ie 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

There will be Eucharistic Adoration on Saturday 

from 5.30-6.45pm. All are welcome to spend some 

time in quiet prayer and reflection. 
 

Legion of Mary 

The parish Legion of Mary Praesidium meets in St 
Patrickôs Pastoral Centre on Fridays 7.30 ï 9pm. 

New members most welcome. 
 

Sick/Housebound 

If you are sick and/or housebound and would like to 

receive Holy Communion on First Fridays and on 

each Sunday, please telephone the parish office at 

6281018, Monday to Friday between 9.30am ï 

12.30pm and we will be happy to make 

arrangements for you. 

 

 
 

 

Parish of Divine Mercy,  

Lucan South  
www.lucansouthparish.net 
 

 

Adoration & Prayer  

Adoration every Friday 10am ï 3pm 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Mondays 8 ï 9pm 

Scripture Sharing: Tuesdays 9.45-10.45am 
 

Baptism 
Parents who wish to have their child Baptised, are 

invited to attend a meeting beforehand.  

 

Rota for Ministers 
August, September & October Rota for Ministers is 

available at the end of the Church. 
 

Senior Help Line   

 Do you need someone to talk to?  

Senior Help Line is a confidential listening service 

for older people who feel lonely or isolated.  LoCall 

1850440444 

 

Beginning Experience 
When you first said óI doô at the altar railings did 

you expect to be married for better or worse for the 

rest of your life? Well I did, and I think that this is 

mostly how people feel when they take their 

marriage vows. 

However, for one reason or another, this 

expectation did not come to pass for some people 

and their marriage ended in tears e.g. through 

unfaithfulness, addiction, death etc. 

Beginning Experience is an organisation which 

consists of many such men and women who have 

had this experience. B. E. runs a coping programme 
and a weekend where people who are separated, 

divorced or widowed come together to share their 

experiences, work through their grief, seek healing 

and discover that there is life after the death of a 

marriage. 

The next 7 week coping programme starts on Wed. 

9
th

 September at 7.30pm in Whitefriar St 

Community Centre, Aungier Street, Dublin 2. 
(Car parking at the rear of the centre).  It is non-

denominational.  Everyone welcome. 

 
 

 

 

Transport Users 
 

Why the Metro was one of the 

main causes of the present 

problems. 

During the early nineties, various 

transport plans were mooted, one of them was a 

metro.  All agreed that Dublinôs density was far too 

low to sustain a metro network.  The population 
would at least need to be doubled.  Because of this 

and the associated problems that would arise by 

doubling the population, the metro concept was 

dropped.  There was a big outcry at the time as we 

were the only modern city that had no rail link to 

the Airport.   

A number of developers saw an opportunity to 

solve the density problem and set about doing just 

that.  The bought up large tracts of land, got 

planning permission and built houses in the 

thousands.  They seemed to betaking a big risk; 
there was no mention o a metro in any circles.  

During this time many extra thousands were being 

recruited into the health and Civil Service, perhaps 

making way for the expected higher density.   

Then in early 1995, I found out that the big 

developers were becoming very concerned that 

there was still no plan for a metro to justify the 

higher density with the additional housing they had 

built.  It became very obvious that their concerns 

were heeded by Government when a   

 

Medjugorje ô09 
 

29
th

 September ï 8
th

 October 
Fare from ú489.   
Call Pat or Phil 

087-2238911 /01-6281436 

http://www.stpatrickslucan.ie/
http://www.lucansouthparish.net/


transport plan was announced on the 30th  

November 2005, Transport 21, and at the top of this 

plan was the metro.   

Everyone was delighted, none more so than by the 

expression of the big developers.  They were saved 

(for the moment anyway).  Unfortunately some of 
the developers got greedy using three methods to 

push up property prices.  1. Gazumping.  2. Limit 

Supply and 3. Hoarding (explained on website 

www.dublinbus.org),while the regulatory bodies 

looked on and did nothing.   
 

By using these methods to push up house prices, 

thousands had to go to the country side to get a 

home (these are now suffering the most) resulting in 

failure as the density remained as low as ever with 

no justification for a metro and because of this, the 

property bubble could burst at any time and it did.  
The big question is, had these developers with the 

help of the banks, inside information?  If so, the 

Government will bail them out.  In spite of this, 

some people wonôt admit they got it wrong and still 

want the metro to go ahead with its many flaws, 

when the alternative can be done at one tenth the 

cost by maximizing existing facilities with 

technology and land use.  Its obviously these people 

are not affected by the recession in any way.  The 

metro was to be the answer to all our problems. 

T. Newton 086-3127364 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back!   
I hope you missed us as much as we 

missed you during the past three 

weeks. 
 

Congratulations to all the successful 

Leaving Certificate Students (especially our Friday 

girls!) who have left all the trauma of exams and 

results behind them and now face a brand new life 

at 3rd Level.   
 

Others facing an exciting future are those starting 

at 2nd Level ï most of whom had their first day 

already.  I can only imagine the amount of money 
their parents had to lay out for the huge book lists! 
 

Weôve started something new ourselves.  Have you 

checked out our revamped website?  Click on 

www.lucannewsletter.ie and see if you approve. 
 

Esker Lawns residents are very honest.  For almost 

two weeks the base of a bed and a mattress has 

remained unclaimed at the entrance to the estate, 

alongside the neatly kept flower bed.  For a while it 

was joined by a nice chair, but that seems to have 

found a home.  Any takers? 
 

Lots of arrows round the Main Road recently 

starting at Ballydowd, past the church and round the 

village recently.  No details about the work were 

shown, but it took quite a while ï the whole place 

was covered with signs all last weekend.  The 

Tandyôs Lane exit on to the N4 was closed, then 

opened while work on the Lock Road was 

completed, then closed again. 
 

The chemists were on strike, but that seems to be 

sorted. Pádraig Harrington was having trouble at the 

16th hole.  Kildare and Dublin both made their exit 
from the Football ï no Sam Maguire in these parts 

this year. 
 

Liffey Sound has a brand new schedule as well as a 

new website.   
 

And Fr Joe leaves us this weekend.  We will miss 

his regular contributions and the fun in the office 

when heôs there.  Fr Peter OôReilly will arrive 

from Wicklow during the week and weôll fill you in 

about him next week, or as soon as we have him 

sussed out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  
Caitriona  
who celebrated her 14th Birthday  
last Monday  

Love from Jacob and Shona. 

Welcome to my new baby brother  

Killian Casley   
on 23rd August 
 
Love and cuddles from your  

Big Sister Chloe X  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EMMA  
who will be 11 

on Sunday 30th August.  
Love from Conor, Sinead, Liam, 

Mammy & Daddy 

 

St Maryôs Parish 

Are you willing to lend a hand at 

next Sundayôs Mass in Esker 

Cemetery?  If so, please give your 

name in to the Sacristy. 

http://www.dublinbus.org/
http://www.lucannewsletter.ie/


Acknowledgement  
Andrew Byrne 

Dorothy Byrne, Ballydowd Grove, wishes to thank 

her neighbours and friends for their kind 

expressions of sympathy, and Mass Cards on the 

death of her brother Andrew. 

Mass has been offered for your intentions. 

 

 

Anniversary  
Robert (Bobby) McCabe ï 29th Anniversary ï 24th 

August.  Sarsfield Park. 

Always remembered and deeply missed by his son 

Robert, family and daughters Catherine, Anne, 

Eileen and families. 

 

 

The Great Garda Run  
Chicago Marathon October 11

th
 2009. 

This year, 150 members of An Garda Siochana will 

take part in this event. All participants will fund 

ALL expenses incurred in this event therefore all 

money raised will go directly to the Marie Keating 

Foundation. This event will create Global History in 

that it involves the largest group from any single 
police force worldwide to ever take part in a 

sporting event.  

Thanks to the hard work and commitment of the 

participants of Great Garda Run 2008, in excess of 

ú115,000 was raised by GOAL. This year we hope 

to exceed that figure and raise in the region of 

ú225,000 for the Marie Keating Foundation.  

All monies raised will be used to purchase and 

maintain a Mobile Cancer Assessment Unit. Each 

unit travels throughout Ireland and they have the 

capacity to assess up to 500 persons for all types of 

cancer on a weekly basis. The unit facilities the 
early detection of cancer which in turn allows it to 

be treated successfully. The purchase and 

maintenance of a mobile cancer assessment unit 

will act as a legacy of Great Garda Run 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning @ Work Initiative ð Courses 
 
Increase your chances of staying in employment by 

up-skilling and gaining more confidence. Courses 

are planned for September so get your name down 

now. 

 

 Warehouse Skills FETAC Level 4 ï 

Warehouse & Stores Operations. Inventory 

Planning & Stock Control Techniques. 

 

 Computer Applications FETAC Level 4 
ï Spreadsheets, Databases, Graphics, 
Function of Offices, Receiving and 

Circulating Information, Petty Cash, Office 

Equipment and Supplies, Mail, 

Telephoning, Teamwork. 

 

 Communications and Word Processing 
FETAC Level 4 ï Learn to listen 

effectively and improve conversation 

skills. Participate in meetings, make 

presentations, and write effective reports, 

letters, memos and minutes. Improve your 
keyboard and document production skills 

on computer. Get an introduction to email, 

fax, and other communications technology.  

 

 Communications and General Office 
Skills FETAC Level 4 ï Business 

communications & documentation. Office 

environment, technology & equipment. 

Health & Safety. Telephone & reception 

skills. Personal & Interpersonal Skills. 

 

 FETAC Level 4 ï Customer Care. 
Assertiveness. Deal with challenging 

situations. Personal & Professional 

Growth.  

 Forklift Training ( RTITB).  

 

All FETAC courses are delivered by County Dublin 

VEC. 

 

Eligibility:  You must currently be in employment, 

you must work for a private company and you must 

have left school at leaving certificate or before. 
Calls from employees and employers are welcome. 

For more details please phone Anne Troy, CPLN 

Area Partnership at 01-4508748. 

 

Adult Training Fair 4
th
 September 

CPLN Area Partnership, in conjunction with 

Clondalkin Youth Services and County Dublin 

V.E.C., is organising a Training Fair for adults on 

September 4th from 2 pm ï 6 pm. Find out more 

about available courses and how to increase your 

chances of gaining employment. 

Palmerstown Camera Club 
 

Starting up on September 23
rd

 at 8 

pm  

In  

Parish Hall, Palmerstown Village  
 

All types of photographer are welcome. 

From absolute beginners to advanced 
 

Would you be interested? 
 

Contact: Trudy 086-4061670 

              Dee 085-1479802. 

Email: 
palmerstowncamerclub@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Senator Frances Fitzgerald - Fine Gael 

Senate Leader.  Office: 01-6183703/6183771. 
Mobile: 087-2579026. Email: 
frances.fitzgerald@oireachtas.ie  
Web: www.francesfitzgerald.ie 

If youôve lost your job recently or your hours 

have been cuté Two thousand Lucan people have 

joined the live register in the last year. If you have 

been made redundant you should be entitled to 

either the Job Seekers Allowance or the Job Seekers 

Benefit. If you are still in employment but your 

hours have been cut to the extent that you are not 

working for three days out of six, you may be 

entitled to some Benefit/Allowance. Lucan Citizens 
Information Office at Ballyowen Castle Community 

Centre can advise you on your entitlements and 

give you the relevant documentation. If you arrive 

at Clondalkin Social Welfare Office with relevant 

documents and completed forms your application 

can be dealt with more efficiently.  

Advice Clinic - I will be holding a constituency 

advice clinic in Kennyôs Pub, Lucan on Friday, 4th 

September at 2pm. Please come along if I can be of 

any assistance. 

 

Cllr. Derek Keating Peace Commissioner 

Fine Gael Councillor 
66 Beech Park, Lucan. Tel. 087-2857435 
Email: info@derekkeating.net 
Web: www.derekkeating.net   

Welcome Back including Newsletter staff ï I hope 

all had a restful break. Thanks to all who contacted 

me over the summer. 

Welfare Payments: I continue to request the 

Minister to improve the conditions and processing 

time for residentsô applications. 
Lisbon Treaty: We are organising a public meeting 

scheduled for 21
st
 September and are committed to 

leading a proper public debate in advance of the 

referendum on 2nd October. More soon. 

Lucan Community Festival ó09: Its full steam 

ahead for my proposed Lucan Community Festival 

weekend of 26th September ï more details next 

week. 

County Development Plan: Another round of 

meetings start Tuesday before adopting the next 

County Development Plan next autumn. I have 

again submitted a range of motions reflecting the 
views of our community to help shape the future of 

our county. 

Email Newsletter: Please email 

info@derekkeating.net marked ñSubscribeò. 

 

Cllr. William Lavelle - Fine Gael  
16 Lána na bPáirce, Ballyowen Lane  
087-4107885  
wlavelle@sdublincoco.ie  
Protecting the Liffey Valley: Councillors are 

currently considering the draft County Development 

Plan for the period 2010-2016. I have submitted 33 

detailed amendments including a number seeking 

greater recognition and protection of the Liffey 

Valley as an area of important natural amenity. I 

have proposed a new zoning class to be applied to 
all lands in the Liffey Valley affording this area the 

same recognition and protection as is already 

afforded to the Dublin Mountains under the current 

plan. I have also proposed an amendment seeking 

the extension of the Liffey Valley Special Amenity 

Area Order to all lands included in this proposed 

Liffey Valley zoning class.  

Dodsboro Grotto: I have proposed an amendment 

to the Development Plan seeking that Dodsboro 

Grotto be added to the Record of Protected 

Structures affording it permanent protection going 
forward. 

=================================== 

Scoil Mhuire Days  
Children run to find their places, 
Flying coats and shining faces, 

Muddy shoes and open laces, 

Hurried motherôs snatched embraces. 

 

The day may bring a triumph or a trial, 

In classroom, playing field or hall, 

A game thatôs lost, a friendshipôs new beginning, 

A sweetly sung song, a painting on the wall. 

Here everyoneôs a pupil and a teacher, 

Everybodyôs got a truth to tell, 

Each story finds an ear with time to listen 

All hurt a tender touch to make it well. 
Sunlight through the dappled leaves is shining, 

It prompts to growth each acorn that it finds, 

As the wisdom of a genial knowing mentor, 

Warms the soil óround ever searching minds, 

Though languages from many shores are spoken, 

From frozen Tundra to the desert sand, 

At playtime in the schoolyard or at prayer time, 

Children recognise no foreign land. 

Lessons learned in love are learned for ever, 

This how the world would wish to grow, 

Take with you the spirit of Scoil Mhuire, 
To know that you will help to make it so. 

 

Clean the blackboard, write tomorrowôs date, 

In thanksgiving for each other, celebrate, 

Day is done; Daddyôs waiting by the gate, 

We shall see you in the morning, donôt be late! 

Paddy Mulhern. 
 

(Scoil Mhuire ï 1984-2009. 25 Bliain Ag Fás) 
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Ciao Mario! 
Thursday 13th August saw 

Lucanians bid a fond 'ciao' to 

Mario Labbrozzi. Mario has been 

in charge of security at Lucan 

House ï the Italian Ambassador's 
residence ï for close on twenty 

years. 
 

At a function in Kenny's, 

representatives from the 

Gardai and several 

community groups, offered 

words of appreciation to the 

popular Italian, who many 

believe to be more Irish 

than the Irish themselves. 
 

Our photo shows Peter Brady 

and John Sheerin presenting Mario with a painting by local artist Teresa O'Neill.  

 

Teresa's painting captured the streetscape along by the Italian Embassy 
 

No doubt, Mario will be missed around the village, but for now he's not going too far ï only to Clonsilla. We 

wish him and his wife Rita and sons every happiness in their new home, and hope they'll be frequent visitors to 

Lucan.  

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Fr. Des McCarthy R.I.P. 
 

Older Lucan residents will be saddened to learn of 

the recent death of Fr. Des. He was a brother of 

former Boys School Principal, Larry McCarthy.  
 

Aged 91 in June gone, he was an acclaimed 

academic, and was involved in the National Schools 

Folklore Collection around 1940. His later years 

were spent with a Christian Brother community in 

Baldoyle where he acted as Chaplain. 
 

In a letter to Fr. Joe Coyne, on the occasion of the 

refurbishment of St. Mary's, he recalled some of his 

Lucan memories: 

"I said my first Mass in Lucan on June 19th 1944. 

The Presentation Nuns converted cloth of gold into 

gold vestments.  
 

My Mass was served by two of Joe Dignam's 

Catholic Boy Scouts ï Sean Duke and either 

George Armstrong or Michael Fallon. Sean Duke 

became a Holy Ghost Missionary and died as a 

young priest in Africa. The whole scout troop was 

there. It is hard to realise that they are all now 

elderly men or dead.  
 

I have many happy memories of Lucan ï but now I 

am too old to go back. 

Go raibh mile maith agat, 

Desmond McCarthy." 


